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Dynamic Ajou GSIS; Reviewing the Back
At first, I would like to express my gratitude to our Dean Prof. Jin Ho Choi, Prof. Soo Bock Lee, Chairman of the IT
Department, and Prof. Young Kyun Song, Chairman of the IB Department. Even though they are among the most
senior professors of Ajou University and in spite of their busy schedules, they always gave us company, in almost all
programs and events. Because of their presence, we felt we were under the safe umbrella and they always tried to
make us happy. After that, I’d like to express my heartfelt thanks and greetings to our GSIS office small team
members ; Ms. Jae-Eun Kim, Associate Director, Ms. Ju Yeon Kim, Co-coordinator and Ms. Hyo Seung Lee, Student
Intern. Finally, I want to express my gratitude and thanks to our Student Adviser Prof. Scott Scattergood for his
support and cooperation. Even though working in the GSIS office is quite challenging, the small team of GSIS office
is handling all the academic, extra-curricular and welfare activities of 61 students. As we know, handling every
GSIS student, who are from different countries and backgrounds with diverse cultures and various characters, is not
easy. But the GSIS team, they extend all sorts of co-operation and support with their determination, commitment
and hard work to the students. In spite of their hectic schedule, they don’t forget to listen to us with their smiling
faces. I’ll remember you all for being warm-hearted and discharging your duties with a personal touch. I wish all
the best and long live everyone. Long live Ajou GSIS!
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GSIS has four departments, offering Master's degrees in International
Business (MBA), International Trade, NGO Studies and Korean Studies.
All the classes of the GSIS are offered in English. It currently has 61
enrolled students from 25 different countries. All GSIS students enjoy
at least one type of scholarship. It also has extra-curricular programs
and events such as field trips, special seminars, cultural activities, etc.
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDING DEAN

EDITORIAL

“AJOU GSIS, GLOBALIZATION CONCEPT BROUGHT INTO ACTION”
The Gazette Editorial

Beyond Boundaries, Finding
Common Ground

Every once in a while I visit Berkeley to see old friends of mine
there where I served as visiting professor years ago. On my last
visit, I was chatting with some of them about internationalization
of higher learning institutions, After a short while, we came to an
agreement, tentative as it may be, that Berkeley for the last couple
of decades became truly “international” in nature, whereas Ajou
GSIS has had a “global” constitution. While our discussion at Cal at
the time was merely a pastime or a diversion of sorts among
friends in teaching profession, I could now give Ajou GSIS a
somewhat serious look from the point of view of globalization.
As I had alluded earlier in Gazette, the genesis of GSIS owes
itself to Mr. Kim Woo Chung, former Chairman of Daewoo
Industrial Group, a visionary of a kind, who traveled around the
world like we would go out for a stroll in the neighborhood, in
commercial pursuits. He foresaw and felt the sign of the world shrinking at an accelerated speed and the nations and the
peoples in the world being interconnected socially, economically and culturally. He had a vision of the shrinking globe, He
told the educators to do something about it.
This is how we began our GSIS in 1996. It was in fact an exercise in globalization in higher education, which turned out
to be a model example of success. One could give a detailed account of this to be used as a case study in business schools.
As one might have suspected, the debate over globalization is so polarized that there are the “pro” and anti-globalists
camps in contest. But we have to accept the fact that the globe is not going to stop shrinking and we had best to figure out
ways to maximize the positive and minimize the negative effects. It is interesting to observe the anti-globalization rallies.
Their campaigns make use of many technologies, such as the Internet, and other sophisticated hard and soft wares that are
crucial to the 21st century globalization. Also one can find many examples which are an exercise as well as a practice in
globalization. One might look at digital cameras, personal computers, iPods, and cell phones. They are designed by a
company of a country, assembled in another country (or countries) and sold all over the world. Their parts and components,
and soft wares are made by a host of still other countries. Furthermore, the songs downloaded in the iPod may be put out
by, say, a British band, which may be influenced by American rhythms and melodies, which may in turn have roots in Africa.
To be sure, globalization is proceeding and preceeding rapidly, whether we like it or not. Inauguration of Ajou GSIS in
1996 was Ajou’s response to that. We in fact laid the foundation in global education with aforementioned thoughts, ideas
and ideals. I would like to invite our students, present and prospective, to join me in reckoning upon these observations and
thoughts regarding globalization, so as to maximize its positive and minimize its negative aspects to your advantage.
Young Il Mok, Professor Emeritus
Founding Dean of Graduate School of International Studies, Ajou University
Chairman of the Board,National Association for Scientists and Engineers, Korea(NASEK)
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With more than a decade of existence, Ajou-GSIS has remained true to her promise of developing international experts
with global perspectives and information in an effort to foster cooperation in a world that has recently been transformed
into what many call ”a global village.” The courses of GSIS have been blessings to improved technology, and increased
economic and political interdependence among states. Currently, Ajou GSIS has over 61 students from 25 countries,
studying in four majors, guided by a staff that is relentless in designing academic courses and other on and off-campus
extra-curricula activities aimed at instilling the famous “think globally and act locally” slogan in the minds of her students.
Many are those in reader-land who will agree that the Fall
semester 2007 saw the extension of GSIS classrooms to
accommodate specialists, advocates, activists, administrators
and the layman whom we seek to serve. In a series of special
lectures, experts from Korea and elsewhere have been able to
share their experiences with students and brainstorm on some
salient economic issues. Worth mentioning especially has been
the participation of GSIS students in two landmark
conferences held in Korea this year, notably the conference on
Asian NGOs and the conference on history related NGOs-the
first of its kind in Asia- both as presenters and commentators
alongside experts and NGO activists from all over the world.
Away from the classroom, GSIS made news headlines with
the organization of both the Ajou International Day 2007, and
the Suwon-Ajou International Food Festival 2007. “Food is our
common ground, a universal experience” as James Beard
puts it, and it is our hope that through these avenues, students
have been able to learn more about other cultures, and build
good team spirit in working with others from far and near.
While we do not stop short of praising the work done by the
Dean and the entire staff of GSIS, we can only expect greater
collaboration between staff and students as we forge global
citizens of ourselves.
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GSIS NEWS (Fall 2007)

GSIS News_ Fall, 2007

▲ Congratulations on the Summer Commencement, 2007!

●

23 GSIS students (IB 9, IT 10, NGO 3, KS 1) successfully completed their Master’s degrees this summer. The commencement was
held on July 26th, 2007 and a farewell party was held one day before. We had such a great time at the farewell party. Thanks for the
graduating students who prepared for a special survey and performances. We are giving you a hand for your efforts on studies and
life in KOREA. Congratulations! We all hope you will have a bright future!

GSIS offers a variety of scholarships. For Fall 2007, GSIS offered 6 Scholarship A’s, 6 Scholarship B’s, 8 Scholarship C’s, and 11
scholarships from funds from the government or organizations. Congratulations! We are very proud of you. Keep up the good work!

We are proud of you! Scholarship Awardees

▲ Suwon-AJOU International Food Festival
▲ Welcome to GSIS! (25 New students - Orientation & Welcoming party)
In the fall semester 2007, 25 new students joined GSIS (IB 11, IT 9, KS 2, NGO 3). So now, AJOU GSIS has 61 students from 25
countries. Of particular note, among the new students there are some countries represented for the first time, such as Yemen,
Guatemala and Paraguay. This diversity is a thing we should be proud of. As long as we have students from so many countries, we
expect we could learn many things from each other and share wonderful memories together.

▲ KOICA Korean Language Program
In the beginning of September, the KOICA Korean Language program began. This time, we had 23 students from 14 countries, and it
went from Sept. 4 to Nov. 20. In less than 3 months, most of the students achieved their goals of learning & experience. They must
have learnt a lot of Korean culture as well as language, and also made good Korean friends. Even though it was a pretty short time,
we hope all of the students will remember AJOU GSIS forever, and study Korean Language hard!

On Oct. 13th, GSIS joined Suwon-Ajou International Food Festival. About 20 countries participated - Nepal, Vietnam, U.S, Australia,
Thailand, Ghana, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Cameroon, Bangladesh, Laos, Tanzania, Sri Lanka and some others. Numerous
people visited our site. Actually, some students who participated last year as well said it was much better this year because visitors
were not just interested in food, but they were very interested in the cultures and languages too. We also had a chance to meet the
mayor of Suwon.

▲ AJOU International Day
Ajou International Day 2007 was held on Nov. 1st. It was already the 14th anniversary since GSIS held the 1st Ajou International Day
in 1992. GSIS and OIA (Office of the International Affairs) organized it together. This year around 150 foreign students from 38
countries and 100 Korean volunteers participated. Students prepared their traditional foods and various performances and also
enjoyed all of the events. Many of journals and newspapers covered this festival with pictures of that day. Thanks to all the
participants’ efforts, Ajou International Day 2007 could be the most successful ever!

▲ Busan- Geojae Field Trip
▲ Visit to MBC & Namsangol Village
GSIS students had a chance to look around Munhwa Broadcasting Center(MBC), which is one of the biggest Broadcasting Centers in
Seoul in Korea on Oct. 5. Students visited the radio studio, news center, soap-opera stages and so on. After that we moved to
Namsangol Village, we had a chance to learn about the tea ceremony and made some traditional boxes as well. It was quite a busy
day, but it was also a very fun and exciting experience.
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From Oct. 9 to 11, GSIS students had a Field trip to Busan and Geojae Island. The special thing about this field trip was that they
could have the experience to try most of the modes of transportation in Korea, such as KTX, bus, ship, boat, and a normal train. We
visited Busan City Hall, APEC House, and had a good time at Gori Nuclear Power Site on the first day. On the second day, we went to
Geojae Island and saw how to build huge ships at DSME (Daewoo Shipbuilding Marine Engineering). We also looked around the
beautiful island called “Owe-do” made by a man and his wife. On the last day, we visited a very traditional market and village. It was
quite a tight schedule, but was very educational and a good chance to deeply know about Korea. Last but not least, it was a good
chance to get to know each other as well.
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INTERVIEW

ACADEMIC CORNER 1

An Interview with
THE MAYOR OF SUWON

An Interview with
PROFESSOR CHO, SUNG EUL
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF KOREAN STUDIES

“Ajou University especially helps a lot for us to set the direction to be a global city”
emphasized to the Gazette a few days after the Suwon-Ajou International Food Festival.

Mayor Suwon City, where more than a million people live,
is seeking to be a global city. With this young spirit, we like
to have this festival with you, GSIS.
During our 44th Hwaseong Cultural Festival, the
International Food Festival was the most popular thing
among citizens because it gave them a chance to
experience other cultures from all over the world. We were
very happy to see them enjoying the festival.
Gazette We had more than 20 countries from all five
continents represented at the booths; were you surprised
by such a turnout?
Mayor The International Food Festival during our
Hwaseong Cultural Festival was the most popular event.
We heard that there were many difficulties for you to
prepare this time, for example, most of the students were in
the exam period, and did not have enough time to prepare
for it.
However, thanks to your efforts and cooperation, you made
it the most successful event, with more countries
participating than last year. I appreciate your effort on the
festival again.
Gazette Mr. mayor, you visited the booths at the
festival and watched the Korean traditional parade; was
there any part of the event that caught your attention?
Mayor There were several events which attract people,
such as the martial arts. It showed different kinds of the
sword-fighting performances hardly ever seen, usually.
There were also performances for the wedding ceremony of
Queen Hong, and the civil service examination from the
Cho-seon Dynasty, and so on.
Gazette Mr, Mayor, why the particular interest in GSIS,
Ajou University, considering there are many Universities
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within your jurisdiction?

Suwon Mayor_ Kim, Yong-seo

Gazette Mr. Mayor, the Suwon City Council in
association with Ajou University recently organized the
Suwon International Food Festival.
What was the motivation behind such an event?

Mayor Since Ajou University
was established in 1972,
Suwon has developed as an
educational city together. As
many universities in Suwon
contribute to the educational
infrastructure, Ajou University especially helps a lot for us
to set the direction to be a global city. As a part of
globalization, the International Food Festival performed a
role very well. Thanks to GSIS and Ajou University.
Gazette Any message to the staff and students of Ajou
University GSIS?
Mayor I would like to say thank you, Dean of GSIS, Ajou
University, and all the participants and Korean volunteers.
Ajou University has been well-known as a palace of
education by doing a lot of research and activities not only
in Suwon, but in Korea. Suwon citizens are proud of Ajou
University, and Ajou also contributes to the development of
Suwon. Now, Suwon is getting bigger and bigger, and
building good relationships economically and culturally
with cities from all over the world. For the right policy and
decision-making, we need your wide vision and global
mind. As Suwon is internationally developed, there will be
many parts Ajou GSIS could contribute to, I think.
Additionally, I would like to inform you about opening the
Suwon Internet news called “Happy Suwon News” and also
about opening “Happy Suwon Broadcasting (HSB)”.
Wherever you are, you could hear our Suwon news and also
you can let us know the news over there. We are looking
forward to hearing from you anytime.
www.news.suwon.ne.kr
www.tv.suwon.ne.kr
Lastly, I wish all the best to all students at GSIS, Ajou
University, and please remember “Happy Suwon” forever.
Thank you very much.

Professor Cho, Sung Eul, one of the founders and Head of
Department of Korean Studies - a position he is occupying for
the second time since March 2007- is relentlessly to ensure
that the department meets the demands of international
students and a global environment.
The Gazette had the opportunity of interviewing him to
learn his perception as well as his guidance and experience so
as to help our students.
Professor_ Cho, Sung eul

Gazette Professor, as one of the founders of this
department, what are your impressions after a decade of
service with the GSIS?
Professor Well as you know, during the past decade, some
important departments of GSIS have been developed very
rapidly to meet the demands of international needs, but
frankly speaking the department of Korean Studies is still in
stagnation, we could not move as fast as we had planned.
Even though my expectation is to recruit more students,
every year, only a few students are applying and showing
interest to study in this department.
Gazette Professor, do you think the courses are
adequately designed to meet their needs?
Professor To be frank with you, some of the courses
related to Korean Studies are not well designed as students
expect to meet their needs. And I think some of them need
to be improved and updated as well. Yes, I am taking
initiative to redesign the courses to meet the international
demands.
Gazette Professor, have any other efforts been made so
far to give a global outlook to the courses of your
department?
Professor As I told you earlier, since its inception I have
been involved in this department and yes, I have made

some efforts for the students to achieve a global outlook.
However, these are not enough. I would like to give
students more chances to compare Korean History and
Culture with other countries so that they can have an
international outlook as well.
Gazette What are your impressions of international
students, has acclimatization been a problem?
Professor Well, I think it’s not a big problem for the
students. As I know, students of Korean Studies are mostly
adapting themselves to the life here in Korea and try to
adjust themselves with the Korean culture as well.
Gazette Professor, are there any special projects in the
pipeline for this department?
Professor Yes, my first initiative is to increase the number
of students for the Korean Studies Department, and
secondly, I have a plan to increase full scholarships because
I know some students need financial assistance.
Gazette Professor, a word of advice to your students?
Professor Well, I like to advise my students to have a good
command of Korean Language, so as to understand Korean
society and to learn a few Chinese characters as well, if
possible.
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Gazette You recently had a visit of some Asian Countries on official business; may we know the reason behind
your tour?

Visit to Nepal

Director Yes, basically the visit was to examine possibility to recruit students from the regions we have visited; Mongolia
and China, and we felt that there is a big possibility to recruit more students from these regions and have plans to work
with these countries.
Gazette Are you considering visits to other parts of the world like Africa which accounts for a substantial part of
your student body?
Professor_ Jeong, Hyoung Wook

The Chairman of NGO Department, Professor Jeong, Hyoung Wook, visited Nepal in June, 2007 with the
view of enrolling postgraduate students in GSIS. The Gazette requested he share his experiences and
impressions of his visit to Nepal.
I visited Nepal for recruiting new GSIS postgraduate students last June. In the course of interview, I felt that most of the
students possessed sound academic background and good working experiences in diversified areas. Besides, my first
impression of Nepal reminded me of the picture of my father’s hometown countryside 30 years ago, where you could feel
the human touch from the deep corner of many villages. I am an uptown boy who has been growing up in the cold
cemented street of a rapidly developed metropolis-Seoul. I have often hated the modernized social atmosphere of the frigid
city which kills the warm relationship of my neighbors. I hope that the Nepalese never destroy the warm-hearted
characteristics of traditional community while developing the state.
My second impression on Nepal was of course the gigantic and marvelous view of the Himalayan Mountains. In fact I
saw it from the window of a flying airplane, but what more can I say? The shape of the mountains dimly hidden by clouds
looked like a swimming dragon in a foggy lake. I would like to advise my Nepalese students (I believe they will be the elite
leaders of their country someday) to contribute themselves to making their country Asia’s Switzerland without destroying
the beautiful ecology of Himalayas, untouched pure nature.

ACADEMIC CORNER 3

A Talk with the Director of GSIS
Ms. Kim, Jae-Eun makes remodeling of GSIS homepage and the
creation of an alumni network, the main project for the upcoming
semester.
Gazette Ms Director, close to a year after appointment as the
director of GSIS, what are your impression this far?
Director I was very impressed with diversity of the students in the
program, and was also impressed by their willingness to study and to
work hard.

Director_ Kim, Jae-Eun
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Gazette Has your experience working with the OIA for the past
ten years been helpful?
Director Extremely helpful, I think it could have been a lot difficult to
manage the GSIS office if I didn’t have my experience in the
international education field to deal with diverse students, and
international matters.

Director Well, I think GSIS has a plan to visit many countries in Asia and Africa, but the decision is made by the Dean most
of the time, and I am sure that we will have a chance to visit African countries such as Ghana, Cameroon and other
countries as well.
Gazette We have heard much about internship opportunity and excellent job opportunity during and after
graduation. Could you shed more lights on internship and job opportunities?
Director Well, we found that students with good academic background and some knowledge in Korean language and
culture were very crucial for them to receive internship during their time in Korea an also for their career after graduation
from the GSIS.
Gazette What are some of the changes you have been able to make since your appointment as the director of GSIS?
Director After my appointment to the GSIS office, I found that we had to computerize many things for students so that
staff members including myself could focus more on student services, student recruitment, and benefits toward our current
and future students. In addition, students can learn more advanced administration system by managing things by
themselves via computer system. Another change would be to work more systematically in many ways such as giving very
organized orientation program in the beginning of the semester so that students do not have any confusions during their
study, and making thesis guidelines and so on.
Gazette What are your main projects for the upcoming semester?
Director There are many actually, and I am not sure if I can
do all, but will try my best, and would appreciate it if the
students could help me make many projects become
successful.
1) One of the main projects is to remodeling the homepage
with many good functions students can use by themselves.
2) Second project would to make the alumni network using
our homepage so that we can connect each other even after
the graduation and help them each other in their
professional careers.
3) Recruit more students internationally and domestically
and make the program bigger.
Gazette Is there any special message to the students?
Director I would like to replace my message by the poem by
Rudyard Kipling. I really liked the poem by Rudyard
Kipling(1865-1936) when I was in college, and was helpful to
brace my spirit, and hope that all of you like it too and think
about why you came here for what! Let me quote two stanzas
of the poem ...

if ...

by Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise;
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch,
if neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!
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Perspectives and Essence of NGO Studies
Pandey, Chandra Lal (Nepal) / NGO Studies

“What subject?” I whispered, “NGO Studies”. They giggled
together and said teasing me “NGO”. They asked, “Do you
have any scholarship?” I said “Yes, 50%”. They advised me
to go back home instead of pursuing my studies in NGO
Studies. I got stirred and asked myself, “Did I really make a
mistake?” I wondered; I was good at home with a position
of English Lecturer in the Campuses affiliated to Tribhuvan
University, earning a handsome salary.

The essence and functions of NGOs and CSOs are to
fundamentally remove the networks of violence, injustice,
discrimination and alienation by empowering poor people
to understand the context of societal, state and market
institutions and the social, economic, political and
ecological values they serve for development purpose and
create basic conditions of human rights, liberty, equality,
solidarity and autonomy of the individual. These human
welfare oriented values sparked me to enrich myself by
pursuing my studies in NGO Studies.
With the view of being a social worker, I departed from
Nepal to Korea. It was the 27th of February in the spring of
the year 2007; I landed at Incheon Airport of Korea. The
moment I moved out of the airport I happened to meet the
so-called student scholars studying in the field of science
and technology. They asked me, “Did you come here to
study?” “Which University?” I replied, “Ajou”. They asked,
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I left the airport for Ajou. It was almost 4 o’clock in the
morning when we arrived. The room of the dorm was ready
for me, but it didn’t have any pillow or bedcover. I got
amazed because I had never lived in dormitory, especially in
a small room where four students have to share the each
corner of the closet. The very next morning I met some of
my seniors of Ajou GSIS who had been pursuing their
studies in some other, business-related subjects. Their
response to NGO Studies was also in the same line of that
at Incheon Airport. No sooner had they finished then there
were other big brothers to blaze the fire from the so called
big departments. Alas!!! I was ruined and my dream of
being a social scientist almost shattered.
However, I commenced to attend classes, but such attacks
hit me throughout the semester. I wondered for a long time
on the issue “Why is NGO Studies so neglected and ignored
in Korea?” After long study, I narrowed down that the
department of NGO is neglected because it is not funded by
the Korean government, and all of the students who have
been struggling with NGO Studies do not receive any
stipend either from Korean government or from the Giant
NGOs. In contrast, if you pursue your study in Science and
Technology you kill two birds with one stone.

I came to understand that the development of Science and
Technology is very significant for Korea. However, how can
such a democratic government neglect and ignore the
aspects of humanities and social sciences? In most of the
developed countries, many students receive full scholarship
and stipend to pursue their studies in the field of sociology,
then why not in Korea? This question remains unanswered.
As for me, whatever you feel about social sciences, it’s the
only one most significant subject that helps we, the human
beings, get civilized and cultured. Therefore, the issues of
human rights, child rights, women rights, civil rights and
the inalienable rights are given the maximum importance
across the globe. If not, why?
No doubt, NGOs are privately and voluntarily formed
organizations and the members work together to achieve a
common interest. The growth in size and complexity of
non-governmental organizations over the last few decades
and the gradual influence on public policy have increased
their importance to enormous proportions. The significant
reasons behind the growth and facilitation of NGOs are
market failures and state failures in meeting the basic
needs of the majority of people on the one hand, and their
considerable contribution to mobilizing and addressing the
vast, informal and neglected areas and people by state
policies.
In recent times, the distinction of civil society as a concept
occupied a powerful position in the discourse. The advent of
civil society also set a new context for a major theoretical
shift from the various forms of the domination of human
lives by socially homogenous industrial mass society to a
pluralist society. It is a paradigm shift from formal,
hierarchically rigid political systems, governments, political
parties, trade unions and interest groups to informal,
egalitarian, decentralized groups and movements of citizens
where they struggle over the control of history: that is, the
cultural, cognitive, economic and ethical models by which a
collectivity produces a culture.
The civil society is moving towards the acceleration of
history, and it’s a protest against excessive institutionalism,
bureaucratic systems, economic determinism and
fundamentalism. There is a growing threat to individual
rights and freedom, and to preserve these rights civil society

as a force has emerged. Our prevailing common sense
suggests to us that civil society consists of non-state, nongovernmental, voluntary people’s forums, organizations and
movements. The participants of civil society are the citizens
with a wide range of visions, objectives, strategies and
activities. Civil society is a public sphere for people for the
recomposition of their capacity to imagine, organize and
develop their identity and concrete changes in the living of
the people.
For instance, the civil society has played a vital role in Asia,
Africa and Latin America. It is generally associated with the
need to build democratic space, human rights,
environmental concerns, self-governance, the
reconstruction of sustainable societies and alternative
development. In the more advanced countries of Europe
and America, civil society has emerged as a struggle for
human space for communication, exchange of goods and
services, cooperation and other pressing issues of human
survival for the universal solidarity of life.
The growth of civil society has been one of the most
significant trends of international development.
Partnerships amongst governments, businesses and civil
society organizations (CSOs) are increasingly seen as one of
the most effective ways of upgrading the standard of living
and achieving sustainable development.
Being practical instead of exaggerative in this materialistic
world, we all know, we have to rush after wealth for our
artificial happiness, but unless we count ourselves as
humanly human from within by cultivating the norms and
values of civilized society where there is care for life, liberty
and individual happiness, the dream of democracy and
equality and the rule of law is never achieved. The roots of
democracy, equality and the rule of law rise and grow from
the will of CSOs and NGOs.
In many countries of the world, most of the governments
work according to their will, so civil society and NGOs are
the ones who resist governments stripping the liberties off
people. Therefore, we must accept that the birth of civil
society and NGOs as good for the race of humanity to fight
against tyranny. If CSOs and NGOs were not born, the world
would be sans life, sans liberty, sans rights and sans social
happiness.
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Student's Perspective 3

“NGO Studies:
Creating a New Paradigm
in Global Governance”

Tribute to the Fading Faces
Tanwie, Talom Gilbert (Cameroon) / NGO Studies

Remi ASONGANYI (Cameroon) / NGO Studies

Electing to study in Ajou university is the best judgment you
can make; this choice does not only give you the fortune to
study in a multi-cultural environment, but also accords to
you a high sense of belonging to an academically
stimulating environment.
The state-of-the-art library, the dynamic academic staff
and the broad consultations between students and the
academic, as well as administrative, staff are valuable
indicators of the University’s excellent standing in the areas
of Contemporary Civil Society (NGO) Studies,
International Business, and International Trade.
Of these, the NGO Department, helmed by such an icon as
Professor Hyoungwook Jeong and staffed by luminaries like
Professors Mi-Yeung Ju and Ki Ho Lee, offers a range of
courses of contemporary and transnational content. These
courses, notably NGO and International Organizations, NGO
and the United Nations, Civil Society and the State, by their
content trigger a huge sense of critical thinking on issues of
transnational concern.
Readings in the M.A NGO Studies, Graduate School of
International Studies, Ajou University, prepare you as a
policy maker, analyst and critic in thematic issues rocking
national institutions, non-governmental organizations,
international organizations and other global civil society
organizations. The United Nations system has significant
informal and formal arrangements with civil society
organizations, collectively known as non-governmental
organizations (NGOs). More and more, NGOs are UN system
partners and valuable UN links to civil society. The United
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Centuries and decades have gone by since they gave up
their lives in battles, far and near, fierce or truculent for
causes they believed in, causes they swore were justified.

them, as they claimed the reward, what was by nature
theirs, their freedom, the right to self determination, to be
masters of their destiny.

Taught to believe they were lesser men, because of their
colors, beliefs and opinions, despised and humiliated, with
no other option but to repay violence with violence, in the
wake of the sufferings they endured from invasion, the
brutality that characterized the occupation, the shattered
culture, battered heritage, twisted tongues to suit
languages whose origins they knew nothing about, their
moaning, the groaning.

The days have rolled by, and as their faces fade, inscribed in
the pages of our history books, hung on walls of our
museum, and as their footsteps leave a dwindling path on
the hills, the puzzled look on some of their faces leaves one
questions in mind, WAS IT WORTH THE FIGHT?

Yet they did endured the torments, counting the days and
nights, rage building as the molestation persisted, they
waited patiently for the time, when like one man they will
stand up for the fatherland, in defense of the only home
they know, the home that has been taken away from them,
the identity they were about to lose.

Nations is both participant in and a witness to increasingly
global civil society. All these, and more, occupy center stage
in the M.A program in NGO Studies.
The highly interactive and stimulating academic
environment of Ajou University, paralleled with
international seminars and conferences, bestows unto you
the required knowledge and enthusiasm for mapping a
convenient grid towards a career within national
institutions, civil society organizations or international
organizations.
GSIS Ajou University is simply a place to be. By being here,
you Think Global, Act Local and Go Global.

Their determination remained unsurpassed, the hope of
possessing the land that belongs to them, the restoration of
the community they once knew, all the time inspired by the
thought of preserving a better future for their generations
still to come. Day and night they toiled laboriously, in every
minute seeking by their short lives nothing but the chance
to live in purpose and satisfaction, and to make the most of
it. Their plight, the bond of common faith, kept them
together, lifting their spirits through the sufferings.

Far from the open battle fields of the 20th century and all
the lives they claimed, we fight battles of a more subtle but
equally complex nature today. Beginning with our untamed
egos, the desire for self gratification, our self-centered
attitudes in most cases overtake any humanitarian interests
we nurture. As students, our struggle rests in becoming the
best of ourselves, through our studies, and living responsible
citizens lives, trying as much as possible in what ways and
avenues opened to us to make the world a better place,
make a positive impact, and leave something to be
remembered by. All it takes is a moment, to listen to their
voices as they whisper to us, the silence that comes with
the night, or the music played by the rain, and a simple
question: what is the legacy of our generation?
“We all leave footprints in the sand; the question is,
will we be a big heel, or a great soul.”

Then came the time when like one man they stood up for
what they believed in, making the ultimate sacrifices, the
sacrifice of their lives, for what they knew was right,
inspired by the support of the supreme being. With a
thunderous war cry, sparkling metals collided, the stench of
gunpowder filling the air, they forged ahead, never looking
back, even when many fell, arms in hands, the hope of
better days to come, a faith that was unwavering sustained
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Dynamic Ajou GSIS;

Reviewing the Back

Coping with New Culture

Khan, Shamshur Rahman (Bangladesh) / International Trade

This Fall Semester (December 28, 2007) graduation in Ajou
GSIS marked the end of my journey in Korea; it’s about one
and a half years staying in Korea. These one and a half years
were full of adventures, events, fun, hard work, lots of field
trips and also really hard times with studying. One of the
unique things that I enjoyed and liked in Ajou GSIS is field
trips, and normally I joined all kinds of events and field trips
except one or two. Now I am going back to my country
“Bangladesh” full of these exciting memories that I have
experienced over the last one and a half years. By
participating, these kind of extra curricular activities like
field trips and other events really enhance student’s
relations with a personal touch. If I try to remember or to
recollect the memory of field trips that I have enjoyed from
the beginning (September 2006) of my journey in Ajou GSIS
until today (November 2007), I can remember most of the
field trips that I have enjoyed. How can I forget? The first
field trip that we enjoyed together from 2006. 9. 29-30, it
was from Friday to Saturday, a two-day field trip to
Gangwon Province. I can remember the 3-day field trip
from 2006. 11. 17-19 to Ulsan, Pohang, and Gyeongju,
visiting Hyundai Motors, SK Corporation, and POSCO
Industries. Really, it was one of the good experiences for
visiting such famous and world reputed industries and
corporations. One of the wonderful memories during my
stay in Korea is visiting Jeju Island from 2007. 6. 25-27. It
was really amazing. Generally, it’s rare to get three
consecutive days of good weather on Jeju Island, especially
in the month of June. That’s why we traveled a lot, to
almost all parts of Jeju Island. That was a really
unforgettable experience. In November, from 2007. 11. 911, that was our final three day long field trip, to Busan and
Geojedo. If we could not have visited these places before
leaving Korea, our stay in Korea would have been
incomplete, particularly experiences traveling by KTX and
visiting places like APEC House, Kori nuclear power site,
Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering Co., Ltd and
Geoje sight-seeing are really memorable. We enjoyed a two
day long field trip to Daejeon and we spent the night over
at beautiful Asan city and visited surrounding areas such as
Independence Hall of Korea, Daedeok Innopolis (a science

Thapa, Dhiraj (Nepal) / NGO Studies

park) and Hyeonchungsa shrine of the famous Admiral Yi
Sunshin. Besides these 2/3 day field trips, GSIS also
organized day-long field trips for us and we have good
memories of visiting Hwasong Fortress, Korean Folk Village,
Everland, Korea Stock Exchange, Han River Cruise, Seoul
Tower, Seoul Olympic Park, KOTRA, KITA, MBC, Namsan
Park, and others. Finally, my recent field trip was on 2007.
11. 17 visiting a kimchi museum and making famous
Korean traditional dishes like kimchi and rice cake, which
was organized by Suwon Youth Cultural Centre; really it
was a beautiful experience. We have also exciting
experiences and memories from participating in Ajou
International Food Festival and Suwon International Food
Festival. Preparing food overnight at the dormitory for the
festival is an exceptional and unique experience, and also
participating in the Cross-cultural Awareness Program
(CCAP) visiting middle and high schools to introduce my
country’s (Bangladesh) culture is an another good
experience. How can I forget to mention joining English
Cafe‘ at Dasan hall, Ajou University? I rejoiced in eating,
drinking, talking and making international friends in English
Cafe‘ over the one and half years. Ultimately, at the end of
my journey at Ajou GSIS, I found my second home in Korea
in this semester. As you know, as an international student
studying abroad and being away from home for quite a
long time, it’s really painful and anyone feels homesickness,
as I do. Actually, when Suwon Migrant Welfare Center
offered a host family program, at the beginning, I was
hesitating whether I should apply or not but eventually I
applied. Honestly, my wonderful experience and good time
started from the day when I had the first meeting at Hotel
Castle on October 5, 2007 with my host family membersmy host mom and sister. Over the last two months, I have
been really touched by their familial care and attention.
If I don’t express my gratitude or appreciation and
mention the name of the persons those who are behind the
scenes of all the programs, those who made the programs
and events successful and lively, those who gave their all
efforts to make our life and study comfortable, I would be a
rather ungrateful and unwelcoming person.

The chances are that every foreigner who has visited this country
would have passed such comment, some more than others would.
When you leave your home culture, you separate yourself from all
those things that have defined your role in society. How to shop,
when to queue and when not to, the food to expect at a ball game
and how to speak to the bus or taxi driver.
You suddenly find yourself immersed in a place where very little is
familiar, and while this may be exhilarating for a short time the travel
novelty soon dissipates, sometimes even disintegrates in one
bewildering episode.
All the familiar props-symbols, gestures, customs and norms -that you
have come to know and react to are no longer there, replaced instead
by another culture’s bizarre ways, which you have to figure out.
You are in the firm grips of ‘Culture Shock’, an emotional reaction
that follows from not being able to understand, control, and predict
how others behave and how to respond to them.
Physically, you find yourself deeply lacking in social skills and
knowledge necessary to deal with a new environment, and you either
deal with this or leave.
For any foreigner who is in Korea to pursue higher education on
business, culture shock must be dealt with if the experience is to be
rewarding and successful. Progressively, you will begin to disregard
both similarities and the differences between Korean culture and your
home culture. You may be hostile, refuse to communicate in Korean,
and spend a lot of time in the company of compatriots doing so.
From here, you can go ahead on either one of two ways. You can
choose to enter a depressive tailspin which will see you bolt, dig in
and see out your contract then leave, or end up in hospital. On the
other hand you may choose to try and adapt to Korea.
If you stick at it long enough, learn the language, make Korean friends
and start to live the way Koreans do you will become adjusted.
Knowing what to expect doesn’t necessarily mean you can do it.
Some people are just not suited to living in an alien culture, their
strengths lie elsewhere. Nevertheless, once you know what is
happening to you it is time to take the next step, to do something
about it. Enroll in a language class, go to the local store and try out your rudimentary Hangeul, meet some more Koreans, or
try just ‘hanging out’ with them.
This is all easier said than done and it is more convenient to socialize with other foreigners where communication is easy
and the norms are familiar. So now I’m off to practice what I preach-off to do some shopping and play silly games with the
attendant that insists on following me around the store.
Stop thinking, off you go and have fun “Adios” ... ...

� Continued on p. 20
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Korea is my second home
Sengkhamyong, Gnai (Laos) / International Business

First of all, I would like to introduce myself, I am
Boungnalith from Laos, and my colleagues call me Gnai. My
major is International Business (IB), and I have stayed here
for almost 16 months. Now, I will describe how Korea is my
second home. When I arrived at Ajou University on 30
August 2006, I felt change in my life. Because Ajou
University is such a beautiful place, especially when the
trees around the library become fully green and after three
months the same trees change colors like yellow and red. So
you can imagine how beautiful and wonderful the Ajou
environment is!! Ajou is a global village to meet students
from different countries around the world. And even if we
don’t know each other, we can communicate to each other
like one family. Moreover, Korean students are very kind
and helpful. As a whole, Koreans are very kind to introduce
and interpret many things for us. Therefore, it makes me
surprised. We didn’t know each other before but every
Korean staff in the dormitory is also very kind.
Meanwhile, I feel it’s my second home now. And can you
guess why? Because when I lived in the dormitory there
were so many facilities in Hwanghong Hall and all were
very clean, especially my bedroom; it was so quiet and nice
that I felt at home.
However, the education is very hard, but I hope I can pass it.
Sometimes I felt homesickness. When I received grades,
those were not high enough for my satisfaction. However,
during the midterm and final examination, the dormitory
management team who cares for us tried to motivate us by
asking and talking; they pushed me to become strong again.
They are like my brothers, sisters and parents, so this
intimacy makes me feel Ajou University is my home.
Besides, when I was taking classes with professors they
were so strict; nevertheless, the professors expressed kind
and soft words to the students. Therefore, it became an
incentive for the students because of such nice teaching
strategies. It changed me from a suffering to a patient man
and gave the strength to reach to be successful or complete
my MBA.
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There are many activities inside Ajou University, such as
‘ concerts, field trips, and so on.
food festivals, English cafe,
In addition to this, field trips gave me many wonderful
experiences such as; mountaineering, sightseeing of rivers
and forests, and experiencing the Korean tradition and life
style. One thing that excited me very much was the
fantastic sight of the sea. When I rowed a boat to travel to
a small island near Busan it was an amazing feeling for me.
My favorite food is “kimchi” now. All those experiences will
make me feel that my previous life was Korean. Now when I
go for field trips I feel I knew the place before.
Finally, if I get a chance to work in Korea for the Laos
government, I will choose Korea. And the most memorable
thing during my stay in Korea is the GSIS Office. It is so
good and they care for me like their family member. They
were willing to support physically and mentally when I had
some problems. GSIS office also gave a lot of support to
finish my MBA with efficiency. Therefore, they are also one
part of my successful career.
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As we know, miscommunication is usually the most
important cause of cross-cultural problems. It comes from
different sources. One example is the differences in body
language and gestures. The same gestures can have
different meanings. Another source is different meanings for the same word. Like gestures, words can have different
meanings or connotations in different parts of the world. One more source is different assumptions made in the same
situation. The same event can be interpreted in many different ways depending on where one comes from.
We may have communication barriers, but we can do something to eliminate this gap. It is always advantageous to
foreigners to have, in whatever country they are going to, whether to visit or to work, an initial knowledge of the country.
Better know at least some basic expressions used in their language, their people, their customs and culture. The key to
effective cross-cultural issues is knowledge. First, it is essential that people understand the potential problems of crosscultural issues, and make a conscious effort to overcome these problems. Second, it is important to assume that one’s
efforts will not always be successful, and adjust one’s behavior appropriately.
For example, one should always assume that there is a significant possibility that cultural differences are causing
communication problems, and be willing to be patient and forgiving, rather than hostile and aggressive, if problems develop.
One should respond slowly and carefully in cross-cultural exchanges, not jumping to the conclusion that you know what is
being thought and said.
One of the best suggestion for heated conflicts is to listen, and think, or “go to the balcony” when the situation gets tense.
By doing this it means one should withdraw from the situation for a while, a step back, and think on it. Think what is going
on before you act. This helps in cross cultural issues as well. When things seem to be going badly, slow down or stop. What
could be going on? Is it possible I misinterpreted what they said, or they misinterpreted me? Often misinterpretation is the
source of the problem. So, take time and remember that diversity should not separate people. Look for the essence that
each culture has. Work on these commonalities.
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Life in korea has been simply wonderful. Warm hearted and hospitable people, you
can’t ask more of a host. Thanks to the assistance of the staff and students of the
GSIS, l will soon complete my studies; while thanking GSIS and my fellow students
for the support l have received from them. l am hoping we will have PhD programs
in Ajou- GSIS soon.

Looking Back

Muma Terence Tandia, Cameroon

Excited, full of enthusiasm to explore and eager to learn more, my little world has
expanded since l dived into the Korean unique culture; the people, the food, the
dynamism, the art, and above all the high spirit and good heart. This was a
wonderful experience, and l will certainly comeback.
Faldujo Lorenza, E.S.C.I.P France

Korea is simply wonderful. l had a good time both in and out of class at Ajou.
I loved the view, especially the temples. I will definitely be coming back to spend
more time. I will miss Korea, and all the friends from Korea and other countries.
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Alexandra Lopez Romano, Mexico

A moment that I will remember most in my life in Korea is the one
which I had from the first day of my arrival.
This is among the reasons that gives me pain when I am thinking of going back. It is painful
because I will be missing kindness, gentleness, affectionateness, tenderness and all other qualities that Koreans possess.
Indeed, during my sixteen months stay in Korea, I did not suffer much in spite of differences that exist between Korea and
Tanzania. There are shocks such as food, language, weather and others issues related to, but I did not heavily feel them
because I had expectation of facing the same challenges. So it was quite simple for me to adapt new environment because I
had preparations before arrival. Most important thing is that I generally enjoy life in Korea and Ajou University in
particular. In order to honor whatever I learnt from Ajou University, whatever I got from Korea, I simply promise that I shall
never forget Korea ... never forget Ajou University.

The smiles and warmth of Koreans, other International students and my dorm
mates have made me feel at home in Korea. l really like it here and I say to my
colleagues and friends here in Ajou, let’s all live this diverse culture to the fullest
and seize this valuable opportunity to become better global citizens.
Ardak, Uzbekistan

Dynamic Tomorrow reflects the enjoyable life at Ajou University and in the dorm
especially. A nice mix of cultures makes it a good place to live and study. Korea
never sleeps and we always have enough opportunities to have fun.
Jaspa Verkleij, Holland

My experience here in Korea has been an unforgettable one because it has allowed me
to come in contact with people from all over the world and learn more about their
countries and how the people; view things all over. At times it has been a humbling
experience because of the communication difference but for me it makes me see how
people feel when they come to the U.S. and are not able to communicate. I will take
home an experience that has helped me evolve into the woman that I am. It has helped
me see things from a much wider perspective and it is for this that I am thankful.
Alysha Ezell, USA

18 | AJOU GSIS, Fall 2007

“An ancient civilization with a rich history, a modern country with impressive rapid
economic development, a beautiful and captivating nature; all of these crowned by
hardworking, nice and lovable people who welcome and stranger and make them
feel at home. Thank you Korea for letting me in.”
Samar Mahmoud Mohamed, Egypt
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