� p.19

Achieving my Goal
through Ajou University
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Patresia Mambo Miranda Ndeh(Cameroon), New student,
International Business

When I graduated from my university, it was always my pride and dream to
further my education. I wanted to study out of my country to acquire more
knowledge, so I really wanted to travel. The knowledge I will acquire, I am going
to use back home and pass it down to young people and generations. I learned
about Ajou University through a friend who was studying here.
I was overwhelmed with Ajou’s performance over the years. I am a selffinancing student, so I was interested in the scholarship offered by Ajou-GSIS and was very happy when I was
accepted here. My study of International Business will have a definite impact on my career growth. Equipped with
the knowledge I will learn here, I will be able to get some friends and contribute together to build a simple business
that will help alleviate, even in a small way, unemployment back in Cameroon. This is my goal and this is what I am
striving for. I believe it is worth the sacrifice of leaving my family temporarily. Achieving my goal and finally
success, is all for my family.
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AJOU Graduate School of International Studies

Editorial

Jobs and Careers,
and beyond them

We are happy to deliver the 14th edition
of the GSIS Gazette. The Gazette has been
representing the picture and voice of diverse
students in Ajou University (Graduate School
of International Studies) from all over the
world from several years back.

Prof. Myung-Goo Kang
Dean, Graduate School of International Studies
Ajou University

Ajou University is one of the most popular
choices of hundreds of international
students from all over the world. As a
‘mini-globe’, this university looks like a
colourful rainbow. We have tried to include
all those colours and beauty in this Gazette.
The feelings, experiences, opinions and
lifestyles of different students studying in
this university have been included. Job and
career is the main theme for GSIS Gazette Volume 14, so, most of the articles and opinions are oriented to this main theme.
We hope this issue will be useful to the present and prospective students to understand and make a concept about job and
career that we can pursue from this university. In the same way, readers will get diverse feelings and experiences of various
students in different pages of the gazette. This will be interesting and informative.
University is the most important aspect of your job and career. The selection of the appropriate major and the appropriate
university is very important and decisive for a good and successful job and career. We hope this Gazette will help
prospective students to make the right decision to choose Ajou and the potential job and career that is fostered by Ajou
university.
Editorial Team
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Looking Forward ... for more
20 Achieving My Goal Through Ajou University

A few days ago, editorial members of
Gazette visited my office to ask for a few lines
to be delivered at the front page of this magazine.
The topic was of great practical importance: Jobs and
careers for GSIS students. If you have not been
bequeathed fortunes from your parents or whoever, you will face the hard-to-dispute fact in your life: you must
have a job. Graduate education is supposed to be a stepping stone in building your career and searching for a job
that requires higher intelligence and professionally-specified knowledge. As is already well known, GSIS provides
students with four majors: International Business, International Trade, NGO Studies, and Korean Studies. Simple
analysis based on the number of enrollments in each major is a way to find answers to the question of what to do,
and where to go, after your graduation. What to do? Most of you will do business and trade, or work for the society
to which you belong. Where to go? It is not certain, but probably you will find yourself at the between-the-states or
international level. (Remember that you are attending Graduate School of International Studies.) But we must not
forget to answer another very important question of how to do it?
Lessons from conventional wisdom are rather simple and common-sensical. To name a few: work hard, be
diligent, be honest, and plan well before hand. As a social scientist, however, I was trained to look beyond what I see
and hear. Hard work, diligence, honesty, and a well-prepared plan do not always guarantee success in your life. Even
when those conventional recipes work, the port of arrival might be different from what you intended upon the
outset of your voyage. So, what am I talking about? Am I telling my students that they do not need to heed the
conventional recipe for success? On the contrary, I sincerely ask my students to follow the conventional wisdom, but
with this added comment: do not praise fortunes of your life and do not blame misfortunes. You can stumble upon a
stone only to be more brilliant. By contrast, you escape a typhoon only to be engulfed by a tsunami. So, English
philosopher Francis Bacon admonishes us:“Seek ye first good things of the mind, and the rest will either be
supplied or its loss will not be felt.”Imitating this philosopher, let me send my message to you like this:“Find your
job and build your career not for you but for others who need your help, and then your success will either be
automatically guaranteed or at least failure in your career will not be felt.”When you follow my advice, you will
probably find yourself in a much more beautiful port than you had expected at the outset of voyage.
Unintentionally! That is life.
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Messages from the Department Chairs

International Business Department Chair
Prof. Youngkyun Song

Finding a good job and setting a successful career goal are not easy. Getting a
college education and graduate degree programs may be helpful to achieve the two.
The analysis of the benefits and costs of taking each degree program is necessary for
your smart decision. Also, when choosing the programs, you need to understand what
the institution provides to your career management. When going to a foreign country,
a careful analysis becomes more important.
“MBA”may be the most abused word in the world. So many institutions offer
various MBA programs in most of the countries in the world. Some programs are well organized and highly
qualified; other programs are not. Having the top quality of education, our program tries to get recognition from the
industry. The way to get a good evaluation is to get the accreditation of world organizations such as AACSB
(Association to Advance Collegiate School of Business), EFMD (European Foundation of Management Development),
and AMBA (Association of Master of Business Administration).
The Ajou MBA program has set the vision of“To become a leading globalized business school in Asia”, with the
missions“To educate and research principles and best practices in management”,“To nurture ethical professionals
who value human resources”, and“To adapt to the changing global business environment”. To achieve the vision,
missions, and learning goals, the Ajou MBA program has gone through many remarkable changes in the curriculum
and has increased the credit requirement from 30 to 48. Besides this, our program plans to offer more practical
courses with many new professors who will join in 2009 and 2010.
To improve the quality of the program, we need your input. To make a sustainable program, students, faculty
members, and staff should share the effort. A diploma from a highly renowned program will give you the chance of
a good job and promising career management. I hope all of you join the effort.

International Trade Department Chair
Prof. Kyung Ho Lee

The aim of the Department of International Trade at GSIS is to train experts in
International Trade with global perspectives and information. With our program,
students will enhance their knowledge and communication skills so that they will have
successful careers in the future.
GSIS students will have the unique experience of understanding different languages,
knowledge, and cultures of other people. This will help students accomplish their goals
in the area of International Trade. After completing our program, students will have
plenty of opportunities to pursue their career as International Trade experts
worldwide.
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NGO Department Chair
Prof. Hyoung-wook Jeong

The Department of NGO Studies helps students to achieve their dream of
‘jobs & careers’in four main ways: (1) cutting-edge professional
knowledge, (2) guidance, (3) mentoring, and (4) academic support.
There are only a few NGO Studies departments in universities around the
world. However, the numbers are growing. NGO Studies will give you a
favorable position in the global job market and in your future career in the
academic world or real world.
A global society needs a stronger governance system in the future to
resolve the global-level issues such as the economic crisis, which the MBA
holding businessmen hardly manage. It implies that global governance will
require more thoughtful and skillful specialists. This trend reflects the
reason why students should choose GSIS-in particular the Department of
NGO Studies at Ajou University.
Lastly, I suggest students in the GSIS practice skills such as independent
self-sufficiency and academic discipline, and I believe Ajou GSIS is the right
place to further develop these skills in the future.
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NIIED(National Institute For International Education) is responsible for education of overseas Koreans
and International exchange and cooperation in education.
For more information on scholarships in Korea, go to yoohak.niied.go.kr/study/study_main.asp OR
www.studyinkorea.go.kr/english/niied_e.jsp

Thoughts on Korean Studies
Dr. Ho-nam, Park, Manager of Scholarship Program *

I met a foreign student who came from a European country.
I asked her“What do you want to study in Korea?”She said,
“I would like to study Korean literature.”
“Isn’t it hard to learn
for foreign students?”
“Yes, I know. There are many languages in
Korean literature. It consists of old Chinese, Japanese, English and
Russian,”she added.“Then, why do you like Korean literature?”
I asked again.“I don't know, but somehow I just like Korea for no
apparent reason.”
I was surprised to hear that from her. In fact, I did not
recognize that Hangul consists of so many languages until
she told me. I thought Hangul was very easy to study and
even a 5-year-old child can read and write it within a
week. She corrected me through this comment.
Quite a few foreign students like Korea unconditionally.
In other words, they are true lovers of Korea. They don’t
want to complain about or criticize Korea. I realized that
they might be the real philosophers seeking enlightenment
by way of challenge and struggle.
Korea is often described as a chaotic, mixed, confronted, confused and dynamic
nation which has a long history of struggling and has created a legend of survival.
If you become the very person who can find the secret of the legend, you would
be admired as a successful pioneer in the world history. Even though it is hard
for foreign students to study in Korea, we are still waiting for you to achieve
your dream in this place.

Information
about the
Afghanistan
Program
Ajou GSIS organized a special program- Economic Development Strategy for the Rehabilitation of Afghanistan-from the
4th to the 17th of October, 2008, at Ajou University. The main purpose of the program was to share the lessons of Korean
Economic Development with officials of the Afghanistan government and scholars so that they could apply these lessons to
develop their nation.
This program was sponsored by the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA). There were 18 participants, and two
of them were deputy ministers for Economy and Higher Education. Two of the participants were the Chancellors of KHOST
University and Kabul Polytechnic University. Some of them were professors of Economics and high level government
officers.
Afghanistan is an economically troubled country. She has suffered from long civil war and political instability. The
economic and social development indicators are very poor. In the 1950’s, Korea was also destroyed by the tragic Korean
War, and the economic and social conditions were very poor. The economic and development policies that were enacted in
the 1960’s changed the situation of Korea rapidly, so the Afghanistan program was aimed at sharing those economic and
development policies. The main issues of discussion were about the monetary, trade, education, and employment policies.
Papers were presented in various fields, and participants were actively involved in the question-and-answer session.
Industrial site tours were an integral part of the program. The participants visited Hyundai Heavy Industrial (HHI)
Shipyard, Hyundai Motors, POSCO, the historical city of Gyeongju, the Bank of Korea, Samsung Electronics, the Korea Rural
Development Administration and the Busan-Jinhae Free Economic Zone.
At the end of the program, the participants presented
4 reports about the Economic Development of
Afghanistan where they can apply practical discipline
and economic policies to their country.

You have a dream, and it must be completed in Korea.
How wonderful it is!

* Dr. Ho-nam, Park, was awarded a Doctor’s degree in the Academy of Korean Studies in 1993.
He is working as the Manager in charge of Korean Government Scholarship Program in NIIED.
Webpage : hnpark.kll.co.kr / E-mail : hnpark@yahoo.com
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This article was written by Krishna Dhakal,
with the help of the Program Director, Professor Soo Bok Lee.
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I work in the Ministry of Finance, Foreign Aid Coordination Division,
and I was selected by the Nepal Government to participate in the Korean
Language program sponsored by KOICA.

“Korean Language
- Beginning Level”

아주대학교
The“Korean Language - Beginning Level”program started from August 8 as part
of the Korean government’s grant aid and technical cooperation program.
Participants are government officials dealing with Korean affairs and students or instructors of Korean Language
from 14 different countries, and they study on a specific topic or subject for the daily use of language.
Special lectures on various subjects ranging from history to economics to diplomacy are also provided to students.
The main objective of the program is to widen the access for the students to learn Korean language focusing on
a higher level of achievement in the field. It also gives opportunities to the participants to glimpse
Korean culture as well as the attitudes of the people of Korea. For this purpose, students had a chance
to participate in the practicum lessons of Calligraphy, Samul-nori, Folk Games and Korean Culture
at the Han-ok Village, and gain familiarization with Korean popular culture through singing songs
and watching movies. This program will further strengthen the social, cultural and economic activities
between Korea and the participating countries and bridge the people-to-people contacts.

Insights from participants :
As a Diplomatic officer from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sri Lanka,
one of my main tasks is to explore all the possibilities and avenues to
further strengthen the relations in the field of trade, economics, and
investment as well as the social and cultural activities between Sri Lanka
and other countries. I know that the knowledge of Korean language and
culture in my position will benefit my country to carry out the
responsibility for the betterment of the two countries.
The academic staff of this program was very professional and their
methods met a high standard. All students had more opportunities to
exchange their views and experiences with the Korean students, and
receive exposure to Korean history and culture through Korean films,
games, and music and drama. We learned a lot from this language
W.D. Thushara Rodrigo (Sri Lanka)
program, not only Korean language but also the attitudes of the young
people, and glimpsed the landscape of the country, economic development
and the basic pillars of Korean Diplomacy and its international role. The program also gave the opportunity to the
young participants from different fields to interact together in a different cultural setting. All these experiences and
good memories in Korea will help me to carry out my tasks efficiently and more productively and to broaden my
capacity in my career.
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Binod Kumar Karki (Nepal)

The Korean Language Program is certainly relevant for my career. Part
of my job back in my ministry is about KOICA affairs. I interact with
Koreans in my day-to-day work. There are about 50 Korean volunteers,
some doctors, and some experts that are working in Nepal. I work for
them in my office. Most of the people can’t speak Nepali and English
when they go to Nepal. Because of the language barrier, we can’t
communicate well with each other. So learning the Korean language can
help us communicate with each other and share our ideas. Nowadays,
Korean language is becoming very popular in Nepal because of Korean
tourists, EPS, and good education in Korean universities. So having
learned about Korean language will be an additional point for my career.

I have been a linguistics teacher for seven years. Contrastive analysis
(comparison of languages) was and still is the part of linguistics that I like very
much. Because of this, studying other languages seems to be an on-going desire
that I always dream to achieve since all languages of the universe share
common features. The wonderful opportunity to study Korean language here in
Korea was the first step towards achieving that dream.
Linguistically speaking, language and culture have a great deal to do with
each other. In other words, to master the language of one particular group of
people, one should also understand the culture of that group. So, if the program
aims to promote the participants’ understanding of Korean culture, this is by no
means reducing their understanding of the language. I can say with confidence
then, the program objectives are arranged in a way that make participants
catch a group of birds with one stone! And it is really great to add new
experiences, identify other cultures and make new friends.

Mohammed Hamid Ahmed (Sudan)

Carola and Ruby are among the participants of
Basic Korean Language Program, sponsored by
KOICA, here in Ajou University. Both are studying
language at the same university back in Peru.
After finishing the course, they plan to come
back to Korea for further training in a special
language program that would help them to be
future specialist in Korean affairs, like working at
embassies or as interpreters, which in fact is one
of the programs objectives: to widen the access
for the students to learn Korean language
Ruby Gissela Virginia Haro Rubio, Carola Ines Sandoval Valentin (Peru)
focusing on a higher level of achievement in the
field. This program is very helpful and favorable to them in this regard, and to learn Korean culture as well as global
attitudes by meeting with diverse cultures.
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▲ Demilitarized Zone(DMZ) and Joint Security Area(JSA) (September 19)
GSIS students visited DMZ and JSA sites. This is the most heavily militarized zone in the world where only foreigners are allowed to
visit. Students visited the Philippine War Memorial Tower, Dora Station, Haemaru Unification village and JSA training field.

▲ Suwon City Internship Program (August 11-22)
It is an opportunity for students to learn about the administrative system of Korean local government, to explore and experience
activities and cross country information sharing from Suwon City during summer vacation.
Four students (Devika, Binoni, Rai and Joshi) participated in the program.

▲ Industrial site trip to Ulsan, Pohang, and Gyeongju (October 9-11)

▲ Orientation & Welcoming Party (August 29, September 12)

▲ Economic Development Strategy for the Rehabilitation of Afghanistan (October 04-17)

2008 Fall semester began with 16 new students (IB, NGO) from 3 different countries (Nepal, Cameroon, China) to start a new life at
GSIS from September.

This program was held to share the lesson of Korean Economic Development with officials of the Afghanistan government and
scholars such as economics professors and professional groups supported by KOICA.

▲ KOICA Korean Beginning Language Program (August 8 - November 30)

▲ Ajou International Day 2008 (November 6)

26 participants composed of government officials, students and lecturers participated in the program to improve their Korean
language, knowledge of Korean culture and extend their careers for future specialists of Korean affairs.

More than 300 international students participated in this festival with various programs such as food festival, booth exhibition,
traditional performances and group activities celebrated by distinguished guests from 5 different embassies.
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GSIS organized the industrial site trip to Pohang, Ulsan and Gyeongju. Students got opportunities to experience the industrialization
of Korea from this trip.
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Letter from Alumni
Chit Win (IT Graduate)
Deputy Head of Mission
Myanmar Embassy to the State of Israel

Cherishing
Everything!
Thanh Lan Phan Thi (Vietnam), Korean Studies

Dear Friends,
I graduated from Ajou-GSIS in Spring’07.
Well, my re-entry to my career made me wake up after taking a
break at Ajou for 2 years. I had thought that life would be pretty
much the same, including work and family. But so much had
changed including myself.
The demand for knowledge-based service at work has never been higher. My time in GSIS has equipped me with
theoretical understanding and up-to-date conceptual knowledge in the field of international trade and business for
the globalized world.
Soon, I was shouldering my civil servant duty at the Foreign Ministry when the terrible cyclone Nargis struck
Myanmar in 2008. I was then the co-ordinator at the back stage of our relief efforts, including organizing an
international donor’s conference. While seeing the suffering of our people, I never stopped working until my physical
endurance was no longer with me. By the way, thanks to all the professors, GSIS staff and my fellow colleagues who
sent e-mails expressing their worries and support to my efforts.
It’s been over a year since graduation: so much must have been experienced by my graduating classmates.
Well, for me, I was transferred to the Myanmar Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel.
As I am the first alumni to write in this alumni board, I join with the GSIS Office to call upon other alumni to
drop a line with your stories so as to inspire the current GSIS students and to get to know you.
Missing Ajou and GSIS!

PS: I still remember my room (5527 of Hwa Hong Hall), Dasan Hall #406, GSIS Office, PC Lab.

This letter is an excerpt from GSIS homepage,“Alumni Board”.
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When I was in Korea for a short trip in 2002, I came to
love this country. I stayed here for 2 weeks, and my
experience here was very wonderful. I liked the clean
environment and the weather was so fresh. I liked it so
much that I was thinking of coming back here, and if
given the chance, I would definitely come back.
In 2006, the Dean and Coordinator of Ajou-GSIS visited
to Ho Chi Min City, and I was invited to guide them on their tour to some universities in Ho Chi Min. The Dean told
me much about Ajou and GSIS. He invited me to come to Ajou if I wanted to study for my Master’s degree. I learned
from him that Ajou is a very good university. He said there are many international students and it would be a
chance for me to get to know more friends from different parts of the globe.
My undergraduate degree in Vietnam was Korean Studies. Back then, we only studied about Korea in books;
Korean history, culture, economy and politics, all from books. I learned more about Korea when I came here. My
studies were very helpful to me. I now have more knowledge about Korea, and about Korean people. I got to
experience the Korean way of life during my stay here. Now, when I go back to Vietnam, I know I can find a better
job in universities because I have a Master’s degree from Ajou GSIS. I want to teach Korean to my people.
GSIS was very supportive to me. During my first semesters here, they sent me to study Korean Language in the
Ajou Campus plaza. I studied Korean for 4 hours a day, weekly. It really was a great help to me. I had also been
given the opportunity to earn a Scholarship A, which was a 100% waiver in tuition and dormitory fees. I am really
grateful to GSIS for this. And now that I am graduating, I feel satisfied and fulfilled.
Thank you Ajou University for the learning and experience!
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Ajou GSIS... Instrument
in the Realization of My Dream

Why Korea?

Krishna Prasad Dhakal (Nepal), International Business

Gerry P. Gebela (Philippines), International Business
IB Representative

I came to Ajou University with a dream: to become a competent leader internationally. Taking an MBA major in
International Business is for my personal growth, career development and in turn, as a public servant, for the
development of the Philippines. International Business, for me, is quite a new concept and field. Despite the fact
that I am equipped with a business background since my undergraduate degree was Accounting, my exposure then
was limited only to doing business domestically, i.e., in a Philippine settings. In addition, it was more than a decade
ago since I left my university; that is why I had to make huge adjustments in terms of the latest developments in
business and management both national and international. My major has equipped me with updated ideas and
concepts in management, business, economics and statistics. Fields trips, which form part of the MBA program, have
widened my experience and exposure to actual business settings here in Korea.

Last year around June, I applied for a KOICA scholarship and was luckily
selected for the Master’s Degree in International Business course at Ajou
University, Korea. It was a good opportunity for me, but some of my friends
said that I could get opportunity to further my studies in the USA, Europe or
Australia. Why go to Korea for higher study? I asked one of the most respected people in my office to give concrete
suggestions whether to go Korea for higher study or not. He said that learning is not confined within the walls of a
university. We can learn more than academic courses from the society and environment. Korea is one of the newly
modernized societies, and we can learn a lot of things there. A person who has real insight can learn many things
from that society. He encouraged me to go Korea to pursue my Master’s Degree.

Overall, International Business is very relevant to my job at home. It has enhanced my expertise in my field.
At present, I am connected with the Philippine Tariff Commission, which deals with tariffs and trade-related matters
both national and international. Part of my job specifically includes anti-dumping and safeguard investigations that
requires me to conduct financial studies on businesses in the Philippines and abroad. With knowledge and
experience learned in International Business, my dream of becoming a global leader is not too far-reaching.

I came here in the last week of August. The first impression of Korea was mixed and blurred. The physical
development looked impressive and praiseworthy. But the food was really unique and hard to swallow. Another
difficult thing was to communicate with Korean people. I didn’t know the Korean language and most of the Koreans
I met had weak English.

As a final note, I would like to thank Ajou-GSIS for being the INSTRUMENT for my career advancement and
realization of my dream. And through GSIS, I met great friends whom I’ll definitely miss when I go back home.

Shaping up the Final Dream
Doreen Muparuri(Zimbabwe),International Business

Having attained my Bachelor’s degree, I have always wanted to pursue a higher level
of academic achievement with the belief that this gives me a broader understanding of
both academic and world issues. I strongly believe that the business world shapes our
economies to be what they are, and it’s only a clearer understanding of the concept
which can take us to a higher level; thus, my resolve to pursue an MBA in
International Business.
I believe a dream is a“process,”which is achieved through time. It is
shaped through life’s experiences, the opportunities and challenges which
confront an individual as you aspire to achieve your goals. Being in Ajou
University and Korea in general has been part of this process in my life.
The knowledge and experiences that I have had, some joyous, some
rewarding, and some challenging, have all been part of the process.
The dream might not be achieved now but surely, the experiences will
help shape up that final dream.
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In the passage of time, I learned a lot of things about Korean society. The Korean Economic Development
subject gave me the deep knowledge about the economic and social development of Korea. I was really impressed by
this subject. I hope the rapid development of Korea is an open and live lesson for all developing countries.
As a developing country, Nepal can learn lessons from Korea.
Besides formal classroom lectures, I had a lot of opportunity to get involve in Korean society and activities.
I participated in the Korean host family program and Cross Cultural Awareness Program (CCAP). I met a lot of
valuable Korean friends. I spent more than one month in the Korean family. During this period, I visited most of the
important parts of Korea and I spent several days in a typical Korean village. This was a great opportunity to learn
more about Korean people, society, tradition, culture, family, norms, values and beliefs.
Every society has strong and weak points. The most important thing I learned from Korea is discipline and hard
work. The main secret of the rapid and charismatic development of Korea, in spite of many lacks is, for me these
two factors-discipline and hard work. The main problem of most developing countries is lack of discipline and hard
and systematic work. This is the main lesson that we can learn from Korea. I visited many villages and I was
surprised observing the good infrastructure and scientific agriculture and cattle systems. I found the live presence of
leader Park Chung Hee in these villages. Most of the people still appreciate his contribution to develop their villages
through Saemaul Undong(new village movement). Another important thing that we can learn from Korea is the
Saemaul Undong, which is the real starting point of the development of the village people.
I learned more than I expected in Korea. Now I feel I made the right decision coming to Korea to pursue a
Master’s degree. Korea itself is great university of hard work, discipline, devotion and rapid development.
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My New Envisioned
Career Path

Korean Wave ... Me and Nostalgia

Rosalinda L. Abenes(Philippines), International Trade

Rai, Yub Raj (Nepal), NGO Studies

Choosing a career is something that gives someone a source of personal inspiration and growth. It is something
that defines who a person is and what is that person about. It speaks a lot about the person’s personality. It gives a
person a sense of satisfaction and a reward for every success it brings.
Decision carefully crafted
I didn’t mean to contradict my belief on what I know about personally choosing a career, more than a decade
ago. My decision of changing my career path is not a matter of a one day assessment or just a matter of feeling.
It is a result of a carefully crafted decision that was engraved in my heart piece by piece. Mine, is like an
“expectant mother”who bears a child in her womb for nine months and when the proper time to give birth comes,
how she feels excited to see her child.
I will not say that I have made a wrong decision when I took my undergraduate degree nor I hated my job as an
administrator back in my country. I love the job and enjoy working for the people. I even had my MBA degree in
Human Resource Management in my country to further enhance my expertise in this field.
The call
The need of the Tariff Commission for a technical expert, the office I am connected with, is one of the reasons
that moved me and considered the opportunity of changing my career path. I believe that I can be of great help to
this call. I just needed more knowledge and study to enable me to develop the potential, I know I already have.
Acquiring“know how”is as necessary as having the desire to reach my goal.
The scholarship offered by the government of Korea through the auspices of KOICA is a great opportunity that
came on my way. One task of the Tariff Commission is the implementation and the promotion of foreign trade and I
found International Trade connected with the work, the Commission is engaged to. The course will be very helpful in
my envisioned change of career path. The knowledge that I got from Ajou University will
be one stepping stone in reaching the vision I have right now.
The Challenge
Adventurous as I am, I am not afraid to face this new path. But the real
challenge for me awaits in my country. In the real world where I will be
commissioned to apply the knowledge imparted to me by Ajou University.
The technical“know-how”that will be a safe hold as I weather the new
challenge of my life.

Have I done something to satisfy myself in these times that I
have spent in Ajou GSIS? I have no idea and I don’t care, as I am
not a person who thinks twice about anything. But one thing is
sure; that I have gained some friends from different corners of the world. I have no idea whether I will be strong
enough to retain the relationship of friendship, as I am weak in that matter too, at the present time.
If I have any best experience about the stay here, it is the experience of different language and cultures through
different means.
I am frankly the victim of the Korean Wave. I believed what the Korean dramas and showbiz showed about Korea,
and it compelled me to visit this country. I cannot tell how much I experienced the dream of Korean Wave, but the
other side of being a member of this faculty gave me the feeling that I really am a global citizen.
There will always be a time that seemed much better than the one existing now, when worries and stress were
irrelevant in the past. The memories we keep holding so close to were the happiest times of our lives, the most
valuable and important of times that keep us going. The nostalgic reminders of yesteryear that we find in memoirs
put a smile on our faces and let us know those were the good old days. For most, recreating these times proves a
failure, but curiosity and longing drive us to try anyway. I sincerely hope that I will get the same nostalgic
experience in few years to come about Ajou GSIS.
Studying in Korea gave me the chance to know myself through many instances, and my perception of receiving
myself has also created the deep importance of me being myself. Michelle Obama wrote in her Master’s thesis that
“Princeton made me far more aware of my‘blackness’than ever before.”In a similar context, Ajou-GSIS and Korea
made me far more aware of my Nepali identity than ever before. Regardless of the circumstances under which I
interact with Koreans in Korea, it often seems as if, to them, I will always be Nepali first and a student second.
No matter what, I am confident that the days that I have spent in Ajou GSIS will hunt me in some pleasant ways
nostalgically in the future days of my life.
Anneyong!

With this, let me end by this quote,“a great leader’s courage to fulfill his
vision comes from passion, not position”. - John Maxwell
Congratulations graduates!
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Adjust to a New Life

Ajou... A Feasible Dream
Devika Udari Ge. (Sri Lanka),
International Trade

Even though I had been selected for
this Master’s degree program sponsored
by KOICA, I had to think twice about it as
there were many personal difficulties
relating to the duration of course,
administration matter, and other things.
However, I felt that it is a great and rare
opportunity for me to study abroad in
order to expand my personal career networks with people from different countries, as well as build up much
knowledge in the area which I am currently involved within my country. Therefore, I decided to come to Korea,
giving the entire burden to my mother to take care of my 3-year old daughter.
The first few weeks after I arrived in Korea, I was always thinking about when I will finally go back to my country
because most of the time I was homesick and missed my family terribly. There were also shocks over Korean foods,
language, weather and other issues relating to studying. Nevertheless, as time passed by, I realized that there is not
much difference between Korea and Sri Lanka in terms of culture, people, education, university and dormitory life.
I already expected I would be facing all these challenges, so I adjusted easily.
It was quite simple for me to adapt to a new environment and adjust to the life in Korea because of my husband,
whose support, help and understanding is unwavering. Now, I feel wonderful.
Ajou University is a global village where students meet from different countries around the world. I have been in
Korea for almost 8 months now (out of 14 months, which is the whole period of the course) and I met many friends
from different countries with very diverse cultures. I am grateful to learn and understand their life, get to know and
take care of each other like one family. Moreover, Korean students, especially the NUBI friends, were very kind and
helpful. Whenever we face a problem or need any assistance, they are ready to help and take care of us like their
family.
During an internship in the International Trade department in Suwon City Hall last summer vacation, I learned
that Korean people are warm-hearted, hospitable, hard working and are very kind. I experienced all of this as I
worked closely with my co-workers who performed related works and visited business centers, export companies,
some cultural and historical sites in“Happy Suwon”. I was able to gain experience in public administration systems,
social welfare activities, the autonomy of local government systems, the sincerity of Korean people to foreigners,
dynamism, and many more. I am glad to have spent my time with nice and wonderful people who welcomed
strangers and made me feel at home. I will treasure all of these experiences when I go back to my country, with
unforgettable memories in my heart. I would like to thank KOICA and Ajou GSIS for giving me the opportunity to
study here in Korea and their support to students from different countries to succeed in their endeavors and paving
the road to real world experience.
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Edmond Atemkeng (Cameroon), New student,
International Business

The time l spent at Ajou GSIS as a student of the Dept of
International Business has been a dream come true. This
community stands at a focal point of my ideology of pursuing a
career in international studies for obvious reasons. The dynamic
and competent staff which provides academic excellence is a
great motivating factor. Moreover, the institution is very
supportive in aiding the students achieve their goals.
The scholarship schemes which exist and the considerable moderate tuition fees all go a long way portray Ajou as
a place to be. Here, the university offers equal facilities where classroom knowledge can easily be made practicable
by moving out to the field with numerous companies and many symposiums and workshops. It’s worthwhile to
mention that life at Ajou also provides the opportunity for me to learn an additional language (Korean), apart from
my native language English and French, and an opportunity for me to witness diverse cultures from other countries
around the world.
In order to be able to properly fit in the understanding of the world in which we are living today, the study of
international business is of paramount importance. I personally desired a career in this direction to provide me
knowledge from this field of study and critical thinking towards economic problems like an inside to the global
financial crisis (turmoil) affecting the world today, more so, to be able to help my country one day from the
economic recession it faces.

Looking Forward for more
Hilda Azefor (Cameroon), New student,
NGO Studies

With a background in Law at the undergraduate level, I
find the NGO Studies at Ajou GSIS particularly interesting.
I fully intend to use this opportunity to equip myself with
the necessary knowledge that will broaden my perspective
on the contributions of the civil society. After a semester of
studies, l feel satisfied with my progress even as l work
relentlessly toward fulfilling my dreams of becoming a
human right activist. GSIS has been helpful by encouraging students to attend seminars and meet other NGOs
thereby giving the opportunity to learn diverse cultures.
The Korean route to development serves as an example for sub-Saharan African countries and I hope to benefit from
this experience and contacts to improve myself and my community when I return back to my country.
19 |

