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Dear Students,
It’s my pleasure to write a few lines to greet all of you, and to inform you of my plans as the new dean.
As you already know, my deanship started from the date of April 17th. Though it is a little early to
officially share my plans with you, I have quite a few exciting plans ahead during my term in the next
two years, with the help of my past experiences such as the Vice President of the Student Affairs, VP of
Planning, and Faculty Director of MBA programs in both GSIS and GSBA.
First, I will start restructuring the GSIS this year by taking the necessary steps to begin a new program,
Department of International Development and Co-operation, which has been initiated by our former
Dean Professor Kang. The students in this new department will be taught how to assist and how to cooperate to promote the development of other countries.
Second, I will form a task force team to study the feasibility of the merger of our MBA program with
that of GSBA. It may give us more efficiency to face the shortage of faculty in business programs in
both graduate schools. I understand that the faculty shortage is not only our problem, and it will take
some time to resolve. Meanwhile, I will try to offer more classes to our MBA students.
Third, I will try to improve the quality of theses by providing more training in research methods, more
statistical software, and quality assistance of our faculty. To do this I will try to get additional budget
from the administration, and more support from the faculty. Also, I will upgrade the screening process
before a student submits the thesis proposal. This new policy will be applied to all departments.
Lastly, I will start a campaign to promote the understanding of the differences in our student
population. We are different in every regard, however, we can be one. I will support your efforts to
become closer with each other. I hope you take advantage of the networking opportunities provided in
the classes, workshops, and many other extra-curricular activities. GSIS will continuously search for
ways to improve the interactions among our students.
I hope you understand that we are in the same boat. We need to help each other. Don’t hesitate to
provide us your valuable input to improve the quality of our education, mutual understanding, and
prosperity of the people in the whole world. I encourage every one of you to use this experience at
Ajou University to color your world more beautifully than it was before.

17p_ Free Board
Enjoy your life in Korea, and GSIS.

AJOU GSIS, Summer 2009
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Editorial Note

Tips and Advices
Edmond

Tips and Advices
Did you know?

A Letter from the Editors

Did you know that Ever land Resort in Yongin is the largest theme park in Korea? It’s ranked the world’s 8th
most popular theme park, attracting more than four million visitors a year with its spectacular rides, bazaars,
and various festivals.

Mylan

As winter dwindled down to an end and the first buds of green appeared on the
bare branches of the trees that intertwined over our heads, a warm aromatic gust
filled with energy and life circled the world of Ajou University. Some say it’s the
scent of spring, some declare it as the scent of rebirth, a fresh beginning; others
claim it as merely the arrival of blossoming flowers.
All of these reasons have inspired us to bring a fresh new look to the latest volume
of the Gazette with a key message, to “Color Your World”; a message that
incorporates the true essence of GSIS in the three simplest of words. This issue is the
promotion of color; the colors that come from the cultural diversity of our student
body, the colors that describe our spirit and enthusiasm as we join together in
pursuit of inner growth, the colors that signal the onset of spring in full vibrancy and
the colors that we add into our own lives during our
time spent here in the world of Ajou. We’d like you to
imagine the space that holds the necessary tools for
your life as a box of crayons and the life you want to
build as something that can be visualized and drawn on a single sheet of paper.
Being welcomed into the GSIS family with a crayon box barely filled, your experience
with us, the knowledge you acquire, the memories you obtain, and the lasting
friendships you build with exceptional individuals from all over the globe will add
crayons of all colors into your box. We believe that by the time students step out of
our world, they will be well equipped with a full box of crayons in order to begin
constructing their own colorful lives on their sheets of paper.
As we welcome spring, we welcome the new incoming students who will help us
continue our quest for more color; we proudly admire the artful masterpieces created
by those who have succeeded in filling their crayon boxes and we deeply inhale the
aroma of spring, the scent of diversity intermingled with a tinge of a hopeful fresh
start that surrounds us as we continue to move forward, towards a more dynamic
tomorrow.

Joshi
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Did you know that the largest Christian congregation in the whole world is
found in South Korea? It’s Yoido Full Gospel Church in Seoul, with about 830,000
members founded and led by David Yonggi Cho since 1958.

Did you know that are 187 documented historic and current varieties of kimchi? Kimchi is a very popular side
dish in Korea.
Survival Korean language (translate into Hangeul)
My name is Tom...
And your name is?
I’m from Cameroon
What kind of work do you do?
Thank you
Excuse me
Do you speak English?

Je ireumeun Tom Beuraun imnida.
Daegui seonghameu?
Jeoneun Cameroon eseo wasseumnida.
Etteon ireul hago gyesimnikka?
Gamsa hamnida
sillye hesseumnida
Yeongeo hal jul asimnika?

Adapting to Korean culture
It will be of great help to speak a little Korean language should in case one intends to survive and live comfortable
in Korea. This is so because most people don’t speak English and they shall be really nice and willing to be friends
with you when you speak just little Korean. Most Koreans are usually very inquisitive and may ask very personal
questions on a first meeting such as; how old are you? , do you have a boyfriend? Etc. It’s polite not to react very
hostile to such questions for its part of the culture.
Most often, Koreans keep to time and are always in a hurry (palli palli) in whatever they do, so expect to keep pace
with this attitude at work or in school.
When dining-out in Korea, tipping isn’t required. Usually Koreans don’t tip. Tipping isn’t part of Korean culture.
There’s a lot of respect for elderly people in Korea and this is shown clearly in their language. Most often, elderly
people will want to see that aspect of respect from foreigners in body language and gesture. Do your best to respect
older people for it’s a strong aspect of the cultural values here. There’s a lot of age stratification.
TRY THIS KOREAN
Jagiya ‘자기야’
How can you call your girlfriend or boyfriend? Sweetheart? Honey? Many young Korean couples call each other
"Jagiya". It's ok between best friends and married couples. Now you're in Korea, why don't you try this word
"Jagiya". Hey! But not to everybody!!!!!
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Alumni’s Essay_
Looking back to Ajou

GSIS’ Global Network

An Ajou Alumni
Looks Back

Global Network

Md. Fardous Alom
Senior Assistant Secretary
Finance Division Ministry of Finance People's Republic of Bangladesh

As a part of my higher study plan, I availed of the opportunity of studying for an MBA (International
Business) at Ajou University for the period of September 2005 to July 2007 as a KOICA scholar. I made
my first ever trip to Korea on 25 August, 2005, full of expectations which had really been materialized
by the end of the study period. Yes, I am talking about Ajou Graduate School of International Studies
(GSIS).
Study at Ajou was not just a package program of classes, assignments and exams, but was a mixture
of both theoretical and practical parts of studying. I was enriched with at least six things during my
studies at Ajou GSIS. One, adequate theoretical knowledge of business and international business. Two,
skill in writing and presenting papers and delivering speeches through international symposiums,
projects, term papers, class presentation, oration at different occasions and my dissertation. Three, a
thorough knowledge about Korean economy and business through visiting corporations and companies,
field trips and an internship. Four, an overall idea about Korean history, education, culture, society and
lifestyle. Five, global interaction with students from more than thirty countries. And six, cross cultural
awareness through the CCAP (Cross Cultural Awareness Program), host family, home stay, clubs,
international day celebrations, New Year celebrations, visiting cultural and social organizations, and
volunteer activities. The CCAP program was financed by UNESCO Korea. It was really a wonderful
program where I had the opportunity to talk about Bangladeshi culture to students at different schools
in Korea.
All of these things were possible due to my sincerity and the continuous cooperation by the
university faculty members and management team. Both hard work and support by the academic staff
and management are necessary for success, and it was reflected in my result. I scored a GPA of 4.5 in a
4.5 scale. For this brilliant performance, my government posted me in the Ministry of Commerce so
that my earned knowledge could be utilized in appropriate ways regarding policy making for free trade
agreements. In continuation of this, currently I have been posted in the Ministry of Finance. The
outstanding results obtained at Ajou opened an avenue for me to pursue a PhD degree. I achieved a
PhD scholarship for doing my doctoral degree at Lincoln University in New Zealand, and I’ll start my
studies on 1 July, 2009. In background of this scholarship, Ajou professors’ recommendations along
with my academic fit were key factors. I am really grateful to the Ajou faculty members and
management team, as well as to my fellows over there.
I miss Korea, I miss GSIS!
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Name

Anna Ahn

Bahtiyar Nomozbaev

Gerry P. Gebela

Position

Financial Task Manager

Interpreter

-

Dept.

Int’l Business

Korean Studies

Int’l Business

E-mail adress

vic_anyaan@yahoo.com
anna.an@samsung.com

bahxing@yahoo.com

ggebela@yahoo.com

Gender

F

M

M

Country

Kazakhstan

Uzbekistan

The Philippines

Workplace

Samsung Electronics KZ,
Almaty, Timiryazava 15b, 2fl

Korean Airlines,
Uzbekistan

Tariff Commission

Name

Almaw Sintayehu

Khan Shamur Rahman

Vita Novianti

Position

lecturer

Senior Assistant Chief

Diplomat

Dept.

Int’l Business

Int’l Trade

Int’l Trade

E-mail adress

sintamelk@yahoo.com

shamshu_1970@yahoo.com

vee_kubo@yahoo.com

Gender

M

M

F

Country

Ethiopia

Bangladesh

Indonesia

Workplace

Alemaya University,
Ethiopia

Ministry of Commerce,
Bangladesh

Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Indonesian
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Students Essay_
Gyeong Sun Ju

Students Essay_
Chaya Pravina Chand

Hola! ~

Chaya Pravina Chand
Fiji Islands
Master’s in International Business

It is an honor for me to do my Master’s degree in Korea, as I am the first one in my family who got
this chance to get a degree from a foreign land. I feel that education does not stop at a single stage. It
grows as the society grows with its advancement; in order to be more marketable in this competitive
business world, I need to continually upgrade my skills and knowledge. Furthering my studies to the
next level will give me an opportunity to progress in my career to my full potential, and an MBA is a
path between where I am now and where I will be in future.

I’m Gyeong Sun Ju.
My friends call me Matt.
I was a little confused when I was first asked to write for the Gazette. I’m one of only 3 Korean
students in GSIS, even though this is Korea. I know it sounds funny, but I am of the minority Koreans in
GSIS.
Anyway, I want share my experience and what I have felt being a part of dynamic GSIS as a Korean
student.
The first word that comes to my mind is “amazing”. Studying here with a diverse community,
sometimes I feel like I’m abroad, not in Korea.
My morning started with “SinJJao” from my roommate Thang, who came from Vietnam. The
afternoon continued in the lecture room with English as the tongue to communicate. The evening filled
with “gracias” or “dhanyabad”. Yes, my usual life is surrounded by foreign language speakers, except
when I visit the GSIS office or meet my Korean friends. I think GSIS is a promising platform to learn
other languages in Korea. My major is International Business, and where else can you be so
international? Since I entered GSIS, I have learned parts of several languages, for example Vietnamese,
Russian, Spanish, Chinese, Nepalese, and others.
And it helps me a lot to make new friends with a better atmosphere even though I can speak just a
little bit. Yes, every single day is exciting for me in GSIS with my friends.
Just a few days ago, the most recent KOICA batch went back to their respective home countries. I felt
lonely and gloomy when they said goodbye. But I still have a lot of friends and the 6th batch of KOICA
students. So I just hope for another great semester with my friends, whether they are in Korea or not.
Finally, I want to send a hug to all my friends, especially those who have already gone back to their
countries.
Gyeong Sun Ju_ IB Department
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Project Korea_
Planning the Future

In the Fiji Islands, I work as an Economic Planning Officer at the Ministry of National Planning. My
job includes maintenance and regular review of the sector policy performance; preparation of sector
policy papers in liaison with line Ministries/Departments; providing information and assessment to
Heads of Sections on the financial and economic viability of various projects and programs being
implemented; and assisting in the preparation, appraisal, monitoring, analysis and evaluation of
projects for the public sector investment program. In addition, my work also includes assisting the
preparation of economic, financial and fiscal supplements to the budget, and other duties as delegated.
In December 2008, I received an application form for the KOICA program and Ajou University, from
the Fiji Public Service Commission. I was nominated from my office and by surprise I was selected for
this scholarship. The most surprising part was when the interviewer called me on my mobile; I was on
my way back home from work, and as I was not informed in advance of the interview, I felt little
nervous. But I passed the interview and landed in Korea. I am very privileged and it’s a pleasure for me
to join Ajou University, as I am getting a lot of chances to meet people from different countries around
the globe and getting to learn different traditions, cultures, lifestyles, and food, and not forgetting the
most important thing, learning a different language.
After completion of my studies, upon returning back to Fiji, I will be bringing back my lifetime
experiences and the most memorable moments of my life during my stay at Korea. Those wonderful
and precious moments will be treasured throughout my entire life. Also, the knowledge and
experiences that I will gain over here will be implanted in Fiji, which will greatly enhance the
development of my country. Completion of this study will give me the ability to overcome difficulties,
solve problems, work as a team, lead the team and motivate others. A Master’s in International
Business will indeed be directly related to my field, as I work in a team for all the capital projects for
the Government of the Fiji Islands.
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Global Issues_
Katrina Naut

Global Issues_
Eboa Adolf Diange

Does Globalization
Imply Global Risk
Mitigation?
Over the last year, a series of risk issues _ from the liquidity crisis in the financial markets to the emerging
concerns over the long-term security of food supply _ have focused global attention on the fragility of the
global system. An awareness of risk and risk management is increasingly viewed as a prerequisite for effective
control in both the private and public sectors, seeing inaction on long-term risks as a weakness of the global
capacity to manage future challenges.
What emerges from discussions is a common problem: the growing misalignment of risk bearers under
conditions of globalization.
In financial markets, the atomization of risk has generally allowed far greater participation in the risk
economy and vastly improved financial diversification, but it may also have resulted in a systemic
underappreciation of risk. For the food economy, shifts towards policies perceived to improve domestic energy
security _ such as an increased use of biofuels _ and risks associated with water and climate change may be
shifting power and resources to crop producers and some developed economies at the expense of global
equity. In global supply chains, dangerous accumulations of risk may not be recognized and, yet, may
threaten a systemic crisis. Finally, the mismatch between incentives for fundamental changes in the global
energy economy _ between developed and developing countries and between different elements of the private
and public sectors _ is complicating the emergence of global solutions.
Over the last 20 years, markets have undergone a revolution, driven by deregulation, a rapid pace of
innovation, global integration and the increasing role of the different sectors in the economy, which have led
to decentralized risk ownership and risk management being fundamental in today’s globalized world. But
changes in the markets, while providing many benefits, have also created new and unforeseen risks which may
be more susceptible to exogenous shocks (such as geopolitical risk) or internal factors (such as speculative
bubbles). Many of these risks are unpredictable, making prevention and mitigation impossible, rendering the
global system as flexible and resilient as possible by requiring better and more effective contingency plans.
Nowadays, the greatest gap is that global risks have no borders, and some global solutions are beyond
government decisions. A common challenge facing the world is the need of a transparent, comprehensive and
integrated framework. Global governance, interdependency, and interconnectivity are the principal cores for
reducing risks on a global scale. The necessity to create norms that not only maximizes global growth and
reduces risks but also achieves a greater measure of equity between marginalized countries and developed
countries is essential. Nevertheless, building awareness and the willingness to engage in a dialogue of action
will develop, even if at a slow pace; trans-boundary strategies will transcend any risk frontier, ensuring macro
prudential surveillance and global systematic enforcement.
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Love Your Environment
The World is becoming more and more Global, with an increase in global-thinking technologies and local
actions. Global problems are solved using global solutions. Human habitations are gradually becoming quite
inconvenient as a result of a continuous increase of environmental temperatures. Different parts of the
environment have being experiencing drought, food shortages, sea level rises , spread of illnesses, and storms,
which we can summarize under the name of climate change. This will result in what I may term environmental
refugees in future if not properly handled.
All is a result of the destruction of the ozone layer, meant to helps keep sun radiation from reaching the
earth’s surface. This destruction is directly linked to human activities of the Industrial Revolutions, as well as
economic growth or development, thereby putting the environment at risk. Economic development must be
reconsidered in line with environmental protection in order to have a safer world for future generations. Many
thanks to the GSIS and Ajou University for a trip to the Suwon Retrieving Facility centre responsible for the
management of waste of the city. It also plays a major role in the neutralization of the emissions expected to
come from the incinerations.
As youths and students of Ajou University, one of the fastest Globalizing institutions, what can we do for
the environment now and in the future?
Eat Responsibly: Eating responsibly means eating less meat and fewer animal products like eggs and dairy
products, which result in more than 18% of greenhouse gas emissions. Raising animals for food also uses
enormous amounts of land, water, grain and fuel. Therefore, eating less meat and more fruits, grains and
vegetables can help the environment more than you may realize, as Prof Hyoung will also recommend. Korean
restaurants are meeting this call strongly. I hope others can follow suit.
Use Less Water _ hot, warm or cold. Conserve Energy _ and switch to renewable energy. Walk, bike and use
public transportation more. Drive less, drive smart.. Not only will you be healthier and help to preserve
precious energy resources, you’ll also save money.
Science departments should encourage renewable energy sources like wind, solar, hydro-electric power (as
in the case of Cameroon), and nuclear, just to name a few. Pay your bills online (Green IT) to avoid overtransportation. People could go in for small engine cars with fewer emissions, and limit our desires and save
some money. Switch to reusable shopping bags.. Producing plastic bags uses a lot of natural resources.. In
homes and in dormitories, the light bulbs could be changed. Compact fluorescent light bulbs and lightemitting diodes (LEDs) are more energy efficient.
I see a significant climate change that points to the likelihood of serious consequences.
Let’s love our environment and show more care and concern for Ajou University in everything we do.
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Global Issues_
Atemnkeng Edmond

Students Essay_
Hilda Azefor

The Financial Meltdown
and Student Life
The financial crisis is affecting nearly everyone across the world, and students
are no exception. It’s seen to severely affect colleges and universities to a greater
extent, and the future of most nations’ educational system is at stake. This crisis
affecting most economies is one of the most significant events to occur during our
lifetime, and most college students are unaware of its severity. So much of our
time is idly spent following celebrities and sports when we should be focusing on
larger issues that actually impact our daily lives.
With the advent of the crisis, most students have all concerns to worry about their part-time jobs and the bleak
future for their employment careers. Young job hunters may not be able to be as picky as they used to be in the
past. According to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, there was a net loss of 15,900 jobs in September,
bringing the year-to-date total to 760,000. This situation isn’t different from Korea. According to the National
Statistics Office, data as of April presents the number of people with jobs at 23.52 million with an unemployment
rate of 3.8 percent, and this includes the loss of a total of 188,000 jobs in April. In this light, most fast food and
local shops which used to be begging people to apply seem to have disappeared. In such an era, knocking-on-doors
and networking are still the best ways to find jobs for youths, but common websites like koreajoblink.co.kr,
incruit.com, craigslist and work.go.kr shouldn’t be forgotten. Students should remind themselves of the skills
employers are looking for, including just being on time, and they should also learn to take up internship
opportunities so as to gain additional marketable job skills, and the best place to learn about such opportunities is
through their school, such as the Department for their major.
In the midst of the crisis, for students in college and the many who will be entering college next fall, money will
be difficult to find. Currently, tuition costs have risen out of control, and even if students can get student loans to
attend college, it puts them into the workforce under a pile of debt, essentially subjecting them to economic
enslavement for decades. In fact, many government agencies are now offering to pay off tuition debts if the
graduating students do a rather long stint of government employment. In such stringent situations, some students
may not be willing to go by such decisions, and the end result is that they drop out of college, which isn’t healthy
for the economy as a whole if most students go in that direction.
According to the American government statistics, Korean students have become the largest group of foreign
students in the USA, outnumbering Chinese. American schools, colleges, and universities have enjoyed strong
numbers of full tuition Korean students seeking experiences and advancement through western style education. But
this well of relied-upon tuition may be beginning to dry-up in the light of the weak won and the global financial
crisis. This is a typical situation with foreign students in Korea and Ajou University in particular. With over 30
different nationalities in the University, the rate of admission is certainly likely to decrease in this sphere of the
troubled economy. With the rising cost of tuition every year, college for some foreigners is definitely going to
become less affordable.
In a bid to survive in this era, students should be making adjustments with long-range career advice. They should
nevertheless follow their hearts, albeit with a little practical sense. You have to enjoy what you do for a living.
Students should be aware of the related and connected careers available to them in the field they are interested in.
Whether one wants to become a lawyer, own a restaurant, be a stock broker, a dancer..., all of these careers have
related careers that most young people don’t think about and may in fact be better options. Students need to be
paying more attention to these fiscal issues because in a few years, they are going to be paying off their current
loans as well as dealing with the aftermath of the credit crisis.
Atemnkeng Edmond_ Department IB
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Guaranteed
Accommodation
by Hilda Azefor

‘love Ajou’s accommodations’. This is my second semester in
the residence hall, and I feel like I belong to a great
community. The atmosphere is so friendly and supportive it’s a real family away from home.
I find the university accommodations very convenient. It’s
easy to get to the lecture rooms, and it is such a stress-free
environment. The room size is fine, and we have some really
great facilities. Self-catered residences include dining areas
and fully equipped kitchens with cookers, fridge-freezers,
microwaves, and TV lounges. And all halls have onsite
laundries.
Halls provide a focus for student social life.
Specific hall amenities include computer clusters
and a gymnasium. The accommodations area has
an extensive CCTV network and 24-hour security.
Living in the residence halls is made more
convenient by the fact that all rooms are hooked
to the Internet. This means that you can connect
your computer to the university’s network and get
access to all the benefits the Internet may provide,
while also connecting with the University Library.
Online journals and a massive range of software
are also downloadable at a click.
Traveling around can be fascinating. Night life
can also be amazing and fanciful. On weekends I
recommend going out of town. Be sure to enjoy
it! Traveling around Korea by public transport
with no queues makes weekends just more than
awesome. After all, it’s an awesome world!
Finding such blissful moments, for me, is a lifelong experience.
Hilda Azefor_ Department NGO.
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Interview

Q_ Diversity plays a major role in any organization, could you describe the different ways in which
diversity affected the two major positions you’ve held recently?

Interview with
Prof. Fen Osler Hampson
Chancellor's Professor & Director
The Norman Paterson School of International Affairs

A_ I would describe diversity as the importance of working with and interacting with others who do not
share your point of view and may, in fact, disagree with you quite profoundly. This is the essence of any
university, which is a setting for many different viewpoints and perspectives, but it is also true of the
workplace. What is crucial is that people who share different viewpoints and ideological perspectives
respect each other’s opinions and points of view. That doesn’t mean that people have to agree with each
other. But respect is critical to any enterprise, especially honest and informed debate about different
subjects. If you lose that respect, you are in big trouble and so is the institution.
Q_ What are you thoughts on the evolution of globalization in past 10 years? Specifically, how do you
think the greater presence of diversity affects the world’s economy on both a macro and micro scale?

Q_ Dr. Fen Olser Hampson, could you please give us a brief introduction about yourself?
As well as share with us what it is you enjoy most about your work?
A_ I am the Director of the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University. For over
40 years, The Norman Paterson School of International Affairs (NPSIA) has been training Canada’s best and
brightest graduate students in international affairs. We have well over 2,000 alumni, many of whom have
gone on to key leadership positions in the Canadian federal and provincial public service, foreign governments,
the United Nations, and the private and not-for-profit sectors.
NPSIA offers the most comprehensive, advanced degree programs in international
affairs at the Master’s and Doctoral level in Canada.
Like other APSIA (Association of Professional Schools of International Affairs) schools,
our mission is the training of students for leadership in a world in which the destinies
of all countries are increasingly linked by considerations of conflict resolution and peace-building,
international trade and finance, development, human rights, governance, environmental stewardship, and the
sharing of human and natural resources. Like our peers in APSIA, NPSIA is proud of its reputation for
producing diverse, well-educated and sophisticated international affairs professionals.
Q_ There are those who believe a career should be based on your passion, while others assert that a
career should provide stability and wealth. Where do you stand on this timeless question?
A_ A career should definitely be a passion, if stability and wealth accompany it, that is all for the good. But
they are not the most important things. What will sustain you through the highs and lows of any job is your
passion and commitment to it. In the end, that is what really matters and that is what will make your life
rewarding. Money is not everything. It is the satisfaction that comes from believing that what you are doing
is important and will make a difference to the lives of others.
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A_ Globalization has contributed to the prosperity and stability of the modern international system. When
the British economist and Nobel laureate, Sir Norman Angell, forecast in his book The Great Illusion (1910)
that the forces of globalization would inevitably create a more peaceful world, he was not wrong, just
perhaps 50 or 60 years too early with his forecast. “Commercial development,” he wrote, “is broadly
illustrating one profound truth: that the real basis of social morality is self-interest. If the subject of rivalry
between nations is business, the code which has come to dominate business must necessarily come to
dominate the conduct of governments.” This is surely the story of China in recent years. But it is also true of
wide swaths of the Asia-Pacific region where many countries have until recently enjoyed some of the
highest economic growth rates in the world. It is surely no accident that this region has gone from being one
of the most conflict-ridden to one of the most stable. From 1946 to the mid-1970s, East Asia, Southeast
Asia, and Oceania accounted more than half the world’s battle deaths, but that region is now one of the
world’s most peaceful especially with the ending of conflicts in Vietnam and Cambodia.
The current economic crisis shows us, however, that globalization is a double-edged sword. Economic
interdependence and globalization requires us all to ascend the same moving escalator. When the escalator
jerks to a sudden halt, as it did last September, some take a bigger fall than others. When the escalator starts
up again, it is not certain that the same relative order will be retained, or that attitudes towards fellow
travelers will not have changed. There are nonetheless some encouraging signs. China has taken active
measures to stimulate its own economy with major capital infrastructure and stimulus projects, which are
having beneficial effects regionally if not globally. Some countries, like India and Korea, are also showing
that they are better able to weather the economic storm because of the structure of their economies and the
nature of their financial and banking systems. At the same time, there are unmistakable signs that western
banks are retrenching, wary of doing business abroad, a tendency that some see as a step towards deglobalization.
Q_ As both an educator and a practitioner, what advices would you give to our graduates entering the
work force during such chaotic economic times?
A_ My key advice is not to give up and to keep looking for opportunities. Even in bad economic times, there
are opportunities to be found. You have to look harder and it is important not to lose your sense of selfconfidence or sense of humor. As Lord Byron said “Always laugh when you can. It is cheap medicine” and
remember the Russian proverb: “Better bread with water than cake with trouble.”
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The smile of innocence

At the beginning, everyone was a bit distant, of course; we all were in a country unknown
to most of us and surrounded by people from places far away from our homes and talking in
at least five different languages. We discovered that English was the only way of
communicating between most people in the group. This was a relief; at least we understood
each other. But outside, although English was helpful, sign language was the winner for
taking us through the day. We discovered that being skillful at miming was very handy to get
around.

The look of innocence

These past months living in Korea have been really amazing; getting to know people from
all over the world, discovering new places, and learning a new culture has been a truly
thrilling experience. It has been an adventure in fact, because it is a challenge to adapt to a
new environment, especially if it is in a totally different continent from your own. But, it has
been comforting to share this feeling with the other nineteen people that have chosen Korea
to be their home for the next year.

Creative Corner

Photo by Andrea & Candy

The first weeks we got to know a little bit more about Korea, we spent time sightseeing and
we received general information. This was very useful to get a feeling for how our life would
be for the next months and, in a way, what to expect. As the months have passed, we have
got more familiar with each other, and we have started to discover that above all of our
differences in backgrounds, countries, languages and beliefs, we had things in common. We
shared the fact of being far away from our friends and families and with a specific purpose of
acquiring new knowledge to be able to apply in our countries.
I think we all identified with each other and that allowed us to build a really close group,
becoming more than classmates, becoming friends. I believe that this experience is priceless,
because we all have had the opportunity to share our experiences and our way of thinking
with others, learned some words in other languages and how to appreciate new types of food,
and we have even discovered that even in the same language, like Spanish, we have three
different ways of saying the same thing.
We have had a great time here, and there is still a lot of things we will experience and
share together. I know this will be an interesting journey and we are definitely going to
remember this experience forever. Change and adaptation to a new environment can
sometimes be hard, but having such a wonderful group of friends has definitely made it
easier.
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by Manuel

On Racism
“The difference might be as clear as black and white but
a combination of both blended together can create the most beautiful song”
by Mylan
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