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Green Ajou

You are welcomed to the 26th edition of
the GSIS Gazette; a semester publication of
the Graduate School of International Studies
GSIS, Ajou University .This Gazette looks at
different socio-economic issues in its
publication. Hoping that you grab a copy of
your own, sit back, relax and enjoy reading
through the different articles; we hope you
find it interesting and knowledgeable.
In this edition of the GSIS gazette, GSIS
staff and students look at some of the
contemporary issues our community in
particular and the world at large is facing.
Consequently, we choose the theme for this
edition of the gazette to be “LIFE IN AJOU”.
The academic choices we make both at the
undergraduate and graduate levels will
forever shape our lives in this world of rapid
technological innovation and of constant
shifting paradigms. As you read through this
edition of the gazette not only will you find
an analysis of how life is in Ajou University
and Korea as a whole fits in this globalised
world , you would be implored to join the
battle against climate change , one of the
biggest threats to human existence of our
times . The student club “Green Ajou “would
elaborate practical ways in which we can
contribute to averting this impending
destruction of our Universe. This Semesters
Gazette issue is all about communing and
making students a part of the Gazette. We
tried in our possible best to see that
students ideas actually reachable and
available for you to grab on. Students make a
greater part of Ajou as such getting their
ideas included in the Gazette was a priority

Dear Readers,

for us. Get to know the diversities not only in
Ajou but in and around the globe. We hope
students find time in reading, appreciating,
sharing your thoughts with friends and
grabbing that which they can for present and
future use. Nevertheless you can always
leave your negative or positive comments
and ideas regarding the Ajou Gazette which
is of utmost importance to the Editorial
Team.
The Asia Pacific Region is being
regarded as the ‘hub’ of the business world
in the 21st century; here a closer look with
excruciating details has been taken at this
trade, security and sovereignty in this
dynamic region and how our globe is being
affected by its activities. The contribution of
NGOs and IGOs to serving and securitizing
our world are reconnoitered alongside
maritime and jihadist security plus a couple
of international conference reports written by
our students. Get to know about the
outstanding cooperation and development
within the Asia-Pacific region and their
unending struggle to end hunger and poverty
in their countries of concern. Build in a
mindset of grassroots developments and
incredible achievements realized over the
years and presently. Engage in knowing the
different cultures that are culminated in
these regions and how they directly affect
the country’s developmental and cultural
preference.
This edition of the gazette would not
have been possible without the incessant
guidance and efforts from Prof Iain Watson,

to whom we accord our endless appreciation,
Ms. Ji Yeun Heo, Ms. Dong-Hyun Noh, GSIS
Staff for their endless support and the
students who took out time from their busy
schedules to send in their articles; not
forgetting the Symposium Presenters and
Discussants we say a big thank you. We
really appreciate all your efforts and support.
We are so lucky to have such an amazing
team and we are so excited to share our
interpretation on Development, Culture,
Conflict Resolution, Environment, Gender,
Te c h n o l o g y, I n n o v a t i o n , A d v e n t u r e ,
entertainment and creativity. Hope you find
this Gazette Edition interesting
Thank You.

Musi Nadine Endoh
NGO, Cameroon

Roy Amba Aben
IDC, Cameroon

Michael Akurang Opoku
IT, Ghana
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Sovereignty,
Greenism and Inclusion

At one of my recent IDC classes, we
discussed ‘inclusion.’ Often inclusion is
regarded as positive, the same remit as
equality and diversity. Which begs the
question, is inclusion a result of ‘diversity’
and are (or should) all diversities be
necessarily equal? Sometimes exclusion can
be a protection, a way of avoiding the
terrors of the ‘group’, of losing one’s
identity, of avoiding having to conform.
Some groups do not like inclusion if it is
perceived as a force to ‘assimilate’ and to
lose ones cultural identity and be replaced
by a more cosmetic and universal definition
of ‘being different’. Hence a contradiction
perhaps between inclusion and diversity?

Yet in Asia, of course, the word ‘citizen’
is often traded in favour of the more
ethnically based ‘people’. The problem with
this term, of course, is in deciding who are
‘the people’. In environmental debates there
have been widespread concerns that
economically excluded and marginalised
groups that are more affected by climate
change. This is now known as ‘environmental
racism’. Many liberal NGOs seem to carry
similar nationalistic cards of deciding who
are ethnically ‘worthy’ of being saved. There
are also discussions emerging as to
determining whether this is a new
development paradigm and if so whether it is
a part of a wider ‘south-south’ perspective.

At this year’s Global Green Growth
Institute Conference I attended for a
research paper, held at Songdo, emphasis
was put on the nexus between the creative
economy and green growth. This is all a part
of a wider debate on how green growth in
Korea is linked to wider structural reform in
Korea. It is also based on an ongoing debate
as to whether environmental protection
should be the remit of the free market or of
the more protectionist state, or as to
whether the free market or state can lead to
greater environmental self-sufficiency.
Indeed the question of national selfsufficiency is intrinsically tied to issues of
national sovereignty, although these are not
necessarily the same. Most notably,
distinctions are now being made between
issues of ‘legal’ sovereignty and ‘green
sovereignty’ in terms of protecting or
securing the environment and (for) citizens.

The Korean based GGGI (2012) is
‘exporting’ green growth to emerging
nations as a new kind of international
organization driven by the needs of
emerging and developing countries. The
institute is an open, global platform to
support the experimentation and collective
learning by developing countries seeking
to leapfrog the resource intensive and
environmentally unsustainable model of
industrial development pioneered by
advanced countries in an earlier era. Such
a statement implies that the advanced
countries are now ‘history’ and on the
wrong historical trajectory. This approach
to history is of course particularly sensitive
in East Asia where nationalistic groups put
forward their own distinctions between
‘real’ history and ‘foreign’ (and therefore)
‘fake’ history. Often the paradox is that the
different nationalist groups in China,

The GGGI Council is the executive
organ of the GGGI and consists of no more
than seventeen members. Members of the
Council serve for two year terms. The
Assembly is the supreme organ of the GGGI
and is composed of Members, meeting once
every two years in ordinary sessions. The
Assembly is responsible for electing
Members to the Council, appointing the
Director-General, considering and adopting
amendments to the Establishment
Agreement, advising on the overall direction
of the GGGI’s work. The Secretariat acts as
the chief operational organ of the Institute
and is headed by the Director-General, who,
under the guidance of the Council and
Assembly, represents GGGI externally and
provides strategic leadership for the
organization to carry out its objectives.

playing a bigger part in the GGGI. Many
emerging market recipients are also using
the global markets to borrow and sell
government bonds rather than relying on
aid. Ethiopia, now involved in the GGGI, gets
a lot of its financial aid from low cost
borrowing and leveraging the bond and
Treasury markets. This is a potentially new
era in the aid architecture, going beyond the
2011 Busan ‘aid effectiveness’ approach,
and something of which a former OECD-DAC
Vice Chairman informed me at a recent
‘Emerging Powers’ Conference held in
Camden, London, finds both appealing as an
opportunity but also as a worrying trend.
This is because it justifies reductions in DAC
donor aid to well below the holy grail of the
0.7% of GNP and where any shortfalls are
now simply made up from the very financial
system that has caused such development
problems and sovereign debt in recipient
countries in the first place.

On October 23-24, 2012, the Assem bly
convened to elect Australia, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kiribati,
Korea, Mexico, Norway, Qatar, and the
United Arab Emirates to the Council (for
more information see http://gggi.org/aboutgggi/background/organizational-overview/).
Certainly the GGGI represents a
multipolar diversity of emerging powers,
some in the G20, some seeing regional
connectivity as a way to break market
bottlenecks which are argued to have
created climate change through inefficient
policies and corrupt industries with huge
state subsidies. The private sector is also

The 2014 UN Climate Summit inevitably
produced more carbon fueled shuttle
diplomacy, hyperbole, more promises, more
‘cutting edge’ and ‘thinking outside the box’
rhetoric on the day before the UN General
Assembly. It also indirectly and most
probably unintentionally opened up the
question as to whether greenism
encourages, from democratic leaders, a
sense of abandonment or unaccountability
as many elected leaders will not be in
power after current electoral cycle. This
means that paradoxically it is the
authoritarian leaders, those who will be in
power over the long term, who actually have

Korea and Japan, inevitably, all say the
same kind of thing.

to respond to climate change for their
legitimacy at a time of much needed
economic restructuring. At the UN 2014
Climate Summit, raising awareness and
giving more money was the best they could
do. Ban Ki Moon is now becoming
embroiled, either by intent or coincidence, in
a debate as to whether he will run for
Korean President in 2017. Despite the
apparently benign presence, there is also, in
my view, a quite expedient attempt by his
Korean supporters who fill the UN, to get
the best offer from each of the two major
domestic political parties. The Korean media
is seeing this as another UN Secretary
General running for president, like former
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim who ran
for office in Austria in the 1980s. The
problem is that Kurt Waldheim also had
allegations of aiding and abetting the Nazis
during World War Two. I think it probably
best for the Korean media to harmoniously
disconnect this link as soon as possible.
There are also uncomfortable issues as
to whether the GGGI is too heavily focused
on the Korean scientific community and as
such runs the risk of accusations of too
much Korean techno-nationalism and the
exportation of Korea’s ‘development
experience’ in the form of new ‘green’
village movement (Samaeul Undong) begins
to sound increasingly like a form of Korean
neocolonialism. Yet by avoiding top down
mitigation targets, and the like, the GGGI
encourages less state free riding, less ‘wait
and see’ and provides a climate for more
‘me first mover advantage’ and policy

differentiation. At various overseas
conferences recently I have got the
impression that many overseas observers
also tend to underestimate the role of the
GGGI as a domestic political issue and
internal ‘Conservative’ issues
(Between proactive ‘green’ former
President Lee, Myeung-bak and current
president Park, Geun-Hye who has shown
little interest in green issues) rather than a
representation of Korea’s global role. But
the green growth agenda has raised the
following scenarios in the wider climate
change debate.
Firstly, whether to carry on with
business as usual development but mitigate
through emission targets. This opens up the
question as to what kind of business as
usual, what kind of capitalism/
industrialisation, or is this a capitalism ‘with
Asian characteristics’ and whether
capitalism is modernisation. Secondly, to
carry on with business as usual
development but make it more sustainable,
either to slow it down but with the
concomitant risks that the developing world
sees this as a form of Western ‘green
colonialism’. Thirdly, to carry on with
business as usual but to employ so-called
carbon capture technology so as to enhance
‘carbon soaking up’ marshes and to plant
more trees. Fourth, to reorganise stateeconomy relationships through an
‘ecological modernisation’ approach to
make use of technology to break through
market bottlenecks and provide incentives.
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Editor Article ➊

Green growth focuses on a similar approach
but is more endogenously initiated from the
developing world and in particular new
middle income countries to accelerate
growth which uses the environment as ‘an
asset’ which would allow states to leapfrog
previous development or fill in the gaps.
There are those clearly skeptical as to the
continuing interests and structural
continuities of capitalism. Moreover, whilst
green growth might balance business as
usual practices such as fuel subsidies it
therefore actually encourages more
resource extraction, depletion and the
resultant climate change.
Each country involved has its own
level and rate of development. This
differentiation itself used to be seen as a
key reason for a lack of global cooperation.
But this differentiation has now reached
tipping point and can be potentially used
now as a means to generate different
cooperation between sovereign nations.
Maybe the recent APEC agreement
between the US and China is an initial part
of this as a shift away from ‘global
conferences’ such as Kyoto and
Copenhagen which serve to promote big
power inertia and ‘grandstanding’ to an
alternative smaller cooperation based on
what Moises Naim termed
‘minilateralism.’ The Asia-Pacific is known
as the ‘canary in the mineshaft’ a region
where the first signs of climate are change
are moving from the government
boardrooms and the reassurance of ‘big
data’ to the reality of lost and submerged

islands such as Kiribati (Millennium
Island). Italian writer Umberto Eco once
wrote a novel entitled ‘The Island of the
Day Before’ which was fictionally situated
on the International Date Line. Many South
Pacific islands are now becoming similar
islands of memory and folklore,
disappearing under the waves as a result
of climate change. The climate change
debate has also opened up questions such
as protection as ‘genuine’ or ‘false’.
There have been calls from some
geologists to call for a new ‘anthropological
era’ that represents this historical ‘flip’ into
a new meta-era full of unpredictable black
swan events, as Naseem Taleb’s rather
nostalgic and elitist thesis once observed.
After all, the world’s non-elite poor have
lived in a permanent state of
marginalization and unpredictability for
centuries. One problem is that in this
unpredictable age, the activities of elites
and various politicians is still somehow
remarkably predictable. But facing
unpredictability also takes a new set of
conceptual tools and understandings of how
the world works and how climate change
can be both prevented and preempted.
Some of you may have heard of Richard
Branson’s stalled ‘Virgin Galactic’ ‘space
tourism’ program which are meant to start
next year, mainly catering for the rich and
famous who seem to want to travel to the
outer fringes of the Earth’s atmosphere.
There were various pundits applauding that
out there on the fringes of space the rich
and famous could be abandoned and that

the rest of us would now be free from the
chaos they have left behind, to create a
fairer, greener and better and less chaotic
society. In the post-financial crisis era it is
clearly a tempting proposition. But
environmentalism has shown that this
should be a global village based on diversity
and inclusion, no matter how diversity is
defined or who is to be included.

Trade, Security And Sovereignty Within The Asia-Pacific Region

Trade, Security And Sovereignty
Within The Asia-Pacific Region
infrastructure and better living standards.

More than any other place in the world,

APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation),

the Asia-Pacific has experienced

APTIAD (Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment

unprecedented change. Home to seven of the

Agreement Database) and ESCAP (Economic

Asia -Pacific security is one of or the

world’s fastest growing economies, it is the

and Social Commission for Asia and the

hottest areas for traditional security studies

leading global economic recovery centre. In

Pacific) are all involved in the trade and

right now. The degree, to which the region

the years to come, it will become the engine

investment sector in the APR. They are

(Asia-Pacific) is geared to every form of

for inclusive growth and sustainable

designed to give an overview and easy access

strategic life, forms of conflict, security

development. With 4.1 billion people, Asia-

to all the regional and bilateral trade

challenges calls for a need to address this in

Pacific is home to two thirds of the world's

agreements entered into or under negotiation

the region. There are several very well armed

population. It is a dynamic region that is fast

by the countries of the Asia and Pacific region.

and nuclear countries in this region with active

becoming the engine powering world

They also provide high quality analysis on

disputes that are very emotionally charged in

economic growth.

current regional economic challenges primarily

which the dangers of accidents and

through flag ship reports; designing route

misperceptions are very high. In a region

Yes! The Asia-Pacific has undergone and

maps to help the 12 less developed countries

flooded with historical animosity, random

experienced a phenomenal economic growth

located in the APR in their efforts from

misunderstandings sometimes interplay

in the last few decades but it is rather

graduating as LEDCs.

between domestic and international politics
and complicating relations between states the

unfortunate that not everyone has been able to

Professor Iain Watson
NGO/IDC
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or is able to partake in this top notch economic

The trade and investment division of the

challenge is to know how to be able to

revitalization. In fact the UN estimates that

APR works with other countries to unlock their

manage such conflicts. The region is much

many of the 1.2billlion people who live under a

economic potential by promoting intraregional

institutionalized when it comes to security

dollar per day are in the Asia- Pacific region.

trade and assisting governments in

governance so the security organs help keep a

Regional cooperation amongst member states

diversifying their economies and reducing their

leash on conflicts of such or any kind. With an

in the Asia- pacific region is improving thus

trade dependence on traditional trade

unprecedented level of floods that have hit

shaping a future for themselves, providing a

partners. The APR is currently working on a

most regions in the Asia pacific, threats from

platform for countries to work and advance

regional agreement on paperless trade for

other big powers and emerging markets,

together by building common understanding,

cross border electronic and exchange of data

protests and indefinite resolution to peace

sharing knowledge and experiences,

and documents to improve trade facilitation.

settlements, the Asia-pacific region has a duty

maximizing opportunities and providing

By connecting Asia through electronic trade

to continuously maintain a stable peace and

leadership and solutions to the critical regional

and removing these non-tariff barriers, the

safety which will help prevent the

and global challenges of the 21st century.

region can sell up to 300billion dollars which

reoccurrence of the unspeakable be it war or

can be invested in people and infrastructures.

natural disaster or an epidemic diseases

Through the adoption of mutually

Thus it is safe to say that better trade flows/

beneficial trade liberalization measures, the

agreements coupled withtrade connections

Most of the states of Asia-pacific remain

Asia-Pacific region promotes economic

leads to better investments, increased growth

engaged in the process of creating coherent

development and cooperation. Agencies like

and of course proper development

nations out of the disparate ethnic, religious

THE GAZETTE

and political groups within the state. These
states are reluctant to compromise their
sovereignty to any outside actors. The
regional attitude towards multilateral
institutions is that they should assist in the

Far Beyond The Umbrella Revolution?

Editor Article ➋
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Far Beyond The
Umbrella Revolution?

state-building process by enhancing the
sovereignty of their members. Japan has
encouraged regional institutionalism, but it
has also been sensitive to the weaknesses
of its neighbors, and has found non-

With China being a major player in

income. This fine balance was something

that has brought it such wealth. Those in

This is the question as to whether the

Taiwan, Hong Kong will be mostly affected

institutional ways to promote its regional

the economy of all the recent Hong Kong

the Chinese government seemed to be

Hong Kong would beg to differ perhaps, and

Hong Kong protests are ‘the big one’ that

by a slowdown in Chinese economy as they

interests. Asian states recognize that they

uprising dubbed the “Umbrella

indirectly encouraging by just ‘waiting and

it is interesting that a specific ‘city’ identity

will create the ‘tipping points’ and

mostly produce commodities which china

can best manage globalization and protect

Revolution” perhaps showed just how

seeing’ what would happen.

still remains in the metropolis.

geological fractures for further radical

imports. On the other hand Chinese goods

their sovereignty by creating and

vulnerable the major emerging economies

political reform in China. Chinese President

importing nations such as Japan, Hong Kong

cooperating within effective regional

of the Asian Pacific region could be,

institutions. However, their ability to create

particularly with China at its helm.

Yet this protest also proved that ‘the

In spite of the robust and resilient

Xi Jinping has made it the government’s

and India would also be affected by these

man on the street’ could safely stand up

economic boom China has enjoyed in the

priority to root out corruption. Yet this would

ripples, so too would FDI inflows into most

against a decision from Beijing, without the

past 4 decades, succeeding in lifting an

only go to reform the communist party and

of the Asian Pacific region . There is

collective uncertainty about their domestic

When over a hundred thousand

same fate suffered by those in Beijing's

incredible 500 million plus persons out of

its existing institutions to work more

therefore a need for Chinese policy makers,

political legitimacy. For most Asia-pacific

persons leaped into what essentially was

Tiananmen Square in June 1989, and

poverty, there still exists a number of social

effectively. Perhaps this is not the kind of

Asian Pacific countries in particular, and the

states they enjoy limited legitimacy from

a civil disobedience campaign outside the

perhaps could spur more future mass action

and political issues in China as a result of

reform that the Hong Kong protesters

world at large, to be wary of China’s internal

their own populations since they are

Hong Kong government headquarters, this

on Mainland China. This might also result in

these very successes. These range from

envisage. Others see the recent protests as

social developments. These may directly be

considered ‘weak’ hence they privilege

appeared to be a direct protest to the

far more devastating consequences, not

range from rising food prices, farmers land

representing more of a crisis of Hong Kong’s

translated into an economic meltdown for

sovereignty above almost all other

Standing Committee of the National

only for the Chinese economy but the whole

compensation, rise in house prices,

role and identity as an island city that is no

the entire region.

considerations. They are unwilling to

People's Congress (NPCSC) decision to

Asian Pacific region as a whole of which

unemployment, low wages, all together,

longer defined against ‘old China’ in an era

sacrifice any aspect of sovereignty while

nominate candidates for election in the

many states, including Korea, are reliant.

creating an unhappy society with one of the

when Beijing and Shanghai are now

Furthermore, Asia Pacific nations may

they are unsure of their own ability to

Hong Kong government. Indeed, perhaps

This is even more so since the recent APEC

consequences being increase in suicides

themselves key financial centres and when

also need to strengthen and/or develop non-

exercise sovereign control. They are involved

very few could predict or estimate the

meeting and the signing of a China-Korea

and self-immolation.

China is ‘doing capitalism better than the

Chinese trade alliances amongst themselves

mostly in state building which helps them

economic impact this would have on Hong

Free Trade Agreement, further indicating

capitalists’.

and/or with other Western economies so as

mark good institutional power structures.

Kong and as well as the political

Korea’s ‘Eurasian’ shift toward China.

Since the events of Beijing's Tiananmen

instigation this could one day cause on

H o w e v e r, o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , i f t h e

Square in 1989, there have been an

China’s importance and dominances in

in place in the backdrop of what many see

We all want a resilient Asia –Pacific

Mainland China. Economically a $50

increasingly fragile Chinese economy were

exponential increase in the number of public

terms of trade cannot be over emphasized

as an eventual Chinese social crisis which

rooted in shared prosperity, social equity an

billion drop in share value on the Hong

to reform to survive, then this reform itself

protests in China. A European Union (EU)

anywhere else like in the Asian Pacific

looks more and more imminent..

sustainability empowered by the creativity of

Kong stock exchange was reported by

might cause immense social tensions and

funded research project conducted by the

region, to all Asia Pacific nations. China is

the people. If Asia-pacific can get it right,

some media sources, while others

unpredictability within China.

Europe China Research and Advice Network

either their first or second largest trading

then they can also get it right for 2/3 of

estimated that the protest had cost Hong

(ECRAN) puts the number of “mass

partner in terms of import or export or both.

humanity. The future is in their hands!!

Kong over $5.2 billion especially in the

such structures is compromised by their

Like so many emerging powers,

incidences” in China between 180,000 and

A dive in the Chinese economy will

especially the BRICS, deciding to reform or

230 000 in 2010, up from the 8,700 recorded

automatically create a grievous ripple effect

not to reform may paradoxically be

in 1993. With all this in play, the possibility

on the economies of those nations that rely

One tension that seemed to emerge

scenarios that both result in similar

of a “mass incidence” with the magnitude

almost entirely on China for their imports

from the protests was that local Hong

uncertainty and social instability. The

of the Umbrella revolution occurring on the

and exports. In the 2013 ADB’s Asian

Kong citizens wanted the roads open for

‘Beijing’ contract between government and

Mainland cannot be denied, and the

Development outlook, the ADB notes that

their local small businesses, whilst

‘the people’ is being questioned, although

consequences would spill far beyond the

the share of exports from developing Asian

students from ‘elite’ universities had

the new Chinese middle class would loathe

Great Wall.

nations to China rose from 14% in 2002 to

closed off their markets and thus their

to democratically question the very system

domains of retail and tourism.

Musi Nadine Endoh
NGO, Cameroon

to be able to get some hedging or leverage

21 % in 2012. Countries like, South Korea,

Roy Amba Aben
IDC, Cameroon
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economic growth, with every one

commodity price shocks than it is today.

it is not a dependence on the military
prowess of the Asia Pacific Region that

percentage point of China's economic
growth driving up the Asian economy by 0.3

One major risk, is the current wave of

needs to coveted and learnt. The

percentage point. This robust growth in the

FTAs in the Asia Pacific that creates more

development in Military strength albeit

Asia pacific region has led to a significant

vulnerability for SSA. These are expected to

continual peace and stability demands a

share of SSA trade. One third of non-oil

boost the already increasing intraregional

matured leader ship that is able to direct the

exports from the region now go to the

trade in the APR. This increases demand

energies of the people to productive

BRICS (China key in this). Apart from the

and competition for market making entry

endeavours. Thus skilfully commanding and

direct demand channel, notably China, has

difficult for products from SSA. It should be

exploiting the energies of the troops like

A skilled commander … is able to

alongside the recovery in advanced

investments in infrastructure and mining

fuelled growth in SSA through high

noted that, the share of intraregional trade

Sun Tzu advices in the art of war. It is this

select the right men and exploits the

economies whiles domestic demand

(Liberia, DRCongo) and maturing

commodity prices and investment inflows.

increased during the past decade,

finesse of leadership that is lacking in SSA.

situation. Thus, the energy of troops skilfully

remain solid across most of the region.

investments (Mozambique, Niger). Economic

Major economies like South Korea and

especially on the export side. The share of

commanded is just like the momentum of

Overall, the region is well positioned to

activity in South Africa is also expected to

Japan have fewer investment flows into the

intraregional exports increased from 44% of

In conclusion, SSA stands to benefit

round rocks quickly tumbling down from a

meet the challenges ahead provided it

improve modestly.

region. The rebalancing of growth of the

total Asia-Pacific exports in 2000 to 52% in

immensely from a growing Asia-Pacific

mountain thousands of feet in height. That

stays the course on reforms. These

Asia Pacific region towards relatively more

2013. The increase was driven by exports to

Region if strategic partnerships based on
competitive advantage are built. With the

is what “use of energy” means. Sun Tzu. Art

notwithstanding, both external and

Against this backdrop of steady growth

reliance on consumption and less on

developing Asia-Pacific countries whose

of War

internal risks remain for the region to

by these two very important regions- one

investment is likely to reduce demand and

share increased from 33% to 44% during

diverging dynamics of trade across world

contend with. A sudden tightening of

that has achieved immense growth and

lower prices for commodities, especially

the same period. Of utmost importance is

regions, sub-Saharan Africa’s traditional

global financial conditions remains a key

continues to grow and one that is now

raw materials and industrial inputs such as

the dynamism of labour in these two

would have to shift dependence from

and providing the best possible environment

downside risk and economies with

rising; this article, seeks to inter alia,

copper and iron ore. Considering the fact

markets. With labour costs increasing in the

commodity exports to value added products

for growth has been the miracle of the

weaker fundamentals would be most

discuss the impacts of the growth of Asia

that a major chunk of non-oil exports from

APR, the SSA becomes the next source of a

and increase intraregional trade. This will

development of Asia. It is the leadership

affected. From within, a sharper-than-

Pacific region on Sub-saharan Africa. The

Sub-Saharan Africa are raw materials, this

relatively cheap labour. This opportunity, if

protect them from external shocks from the

strategy described above by Sun Tzu, among

envisaged slowdown in China would have

article will discuss two main issues, trade

shift might lead to Current Account deficits

capitalised upon through the upgrading of

Asian – Pacific region. With regards to

significant adverse regional spill overs.

and security in relation to this impact

consequently leading to slowdown in

skills and reforms in educational curricula

Security building, SSA needs to learn more

analysis. The Asia-Pacific is now the most

growth of the region.

will draw in investment. Hinged on this

of leadership and governance that leads a

framework will be peace and stability in the

sustained peace building effort.

Redirecting the energies of the people

other things that has led to the rapid and
continuous development of the Asian Pacific
Region. Over the past two decades this

On the flipside, Sub Saharan Africa

dynamic and promising geo-economic region

region has been steered into a steady

(SSA) has some of the fastest growing

in the world, widely regarded as an engine

The EU and United States have been

growth trajectory producing some of the

economies in the world- 6 amongst the

driving world economic growth. It accounts

traditional markets of SSA. These

best economies in the World (China, Japan,

top ten. The region’s economy expanded

for 57% of total global GDP and 46% of

traditional markets have been stagnant over

In a speech at the Lanting Forum in

and South Korea). This dynamic growth in

by a solid 4.9% (IMF), underpinned by

global trade. Asia-Pacific region which is

the past decade. The growth of the Asia

October, 2014, Chinese Foreign Minister

all sectors including trade, security,

investment in natural resources and

now the largest trading region in the world.

Pacific region provides opportunity for

Wang Yi stressed China’s commitment for

environment, energy and technology, has

infrastructure, as well as higher

With a 38% share of world exports and 37%

market diversification. For example trade

peace and stability in the Asia Pacific

seen the region produce the world’s 2nd,

agricultural production. The near term

of world imports. Asia-Pacific Trade and

between West Africa and Asia is forecast

region. He stressed China’s proposal of

3rd, 8th, 11th, 13th, and 14th largest

outlook for the region is expected to

Investment Report, April, 2014.

to increase by 14% annually over the next

building a new model of major-country

economies, 4 G8 countries, 10 G20

remain favourable and growth is

decade, significantly outpacing the overall

relations with the United States in order to

countries, 4 nuclear states, the world’s 2nd

projected to be steady at 5.5% in 2014

However, this growth seems to be

growth in world trade (ITC). Since the large

explore a way of engagement between

and 3rd most powerful militaries, and over

(IMF). In Nigeria, growth is expected to

hinged on China. For instance, in 2013, 60%

majority of SSA products destined for Asia

different types of major countries that

2.5 billion people.

accelerate as production picks up after

of China's total foreign trade was with

are commodities, a reorientation to growth

features not conflict or confrontation but

recent supply disruptions have been

other APEC members, 83% of its utilized

markets is by itself not sufficient to achieve

mutual respect and win-win cooperation.

Growth in the region is estimated to

addressed. Elsewhere, growth

foreign investment was from them, and

future sustainability. Furthermore, the share

remain steady at 5.4% in 2014 and

accelerations are underpinned by

69% of outbound Chinese investment

of raw materials in Africa’s exports to Asia

The SSA region is legendary for its

projected at 5.5% in 2015 (IMF). External

improvements in domestic political and

flowed to them. According to the IMF, China

is still growing. Thus by simply turning

instability. With Boko Haram in Nigeria, Al

demand is also expected to pick up

security situation (Mali), large

now contributes over 50% to Asian

towards Asia, the SSA region runs the risk

Shabab in Kenya, Conflict in South Sudan,

of leaving itself even more vulnerable to

DR Congo, recently a coup detat in Burkina

region.

Michael Akurang Opoku
IT, Ghana
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be able to shift my major so conveniently. Besides, even though I have
participated in international conferences and training in several
countries, pursuing a full academic degree overseas with such
challenging academic environment is my first experience.
However, especially for this first semester, though my class
schedule is not so busy, my extra personal study has occupied most of
my free time. I enrolled in five courses and most of the courses require
all students to do a lot of research and reading. They are very

About 2000 miles away from my beloved home, Cambodia, yet I have
felt like I was in a completely different world. Countless high and modern
buildings together with complex but convenient public transportation,
including buses and high-speed subways, were the first two eye-catching
things that impressed me the most for my first arrival in the Republic of
Korea, a small but very rich and developed country.

convenient due to the fact that internet (Wi-Fi) is available on campus for
all students; there are many laboratories and computer labs for students
to do their own research and work on the given assignments respectively;
a big library equipped with countless books together with a very huge but

what was it? Well, pursuing a Master’s Degree in Political Science and

comfortable reading-room building; a number of student cafeterias with

Diplomacy (PSD) was the key motivation, and is the driving force making

daily different food menus at an affordable price; environmentally-friendly

me join Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS) at Ajou

student dormitory; and last but not least the high-tech facilities such as

University. Indeed, I finally decided to take on International Development

the automatic machines for issuing transcripts or other relevant academic

and Cooperation (IDC) as my degree instead of PSD. The only reason

documents, plus the check-in attendant machine furnished at each room

which forced me to decide to change my major was the language barrier.

offer the utmost expedient experience for most students, if not all. Also

I was quite frustrated that most PSD courses are offered in Korean and

included are a variety of entertaining and wonderful on- and off-campus

not English (as I had been expecting) and this made me so stressful

activities provided by the university which I have both participated and

because I know that my Korean language ability is not in a degree that

witnessed since my arrival at Ajou.

However, Ajou academic staffs and professors brought back to me
an intellectual motivation. Thanks to the very flexible, informative,

		

- Samith Vatnakoudom

responsive and fast-pace working manner of the academic staffs, I am

- Jordan Munro

In sum, in my personal view, the lifestyle in Ajou is spectacularly

Yet, this was not the primary purpose for which I came to Korea. So,

Life in Ajou

Green Ajou

or topics. Also, the approach the professor’s teaching is impressive and

got as much stress as I did during my Korean language training period.

		

		

fundamental skill to improve our know-how and critical ideas on issues

after reaching intermediate level. Of course, it was one of the most

would be applicable for higher education academic study.

		

presentation certainly equips students, including me, with a very

enjoy this kind of study environment, and surprisingly so far, I have not

Korean Government Scholarship Program (KGSP).

14 Gazette Theme Student Article 2

most about study. Learning through lively discussion, debate and

satisfies my expectation a lot. Though studying here is pretty tough, I

am able to read and speak ‘good survival communication’, thanks to the

Life in Ajou

their ideas and discuss actively in class-- and this is where I like the

language is interesting but also quite complicated and difficult to remember

knowing anything about the language until recently. However, at least now I

13 Gazette Theme Student Article 1

expected not only to listen to the professors’ lectures but also challenge

Less than a year of Korean language training, I realized that the

challenging learning experiences for me, where I had to start from not

Gazette Theme

challenging and require critical thinking, and in class students are

now a GSIS student and enrolled in my current major IDC, a subject
which provides profound understanding and practical ideas of
international development and cooperation, and of course it interests me
a lot. In other words, I could say I was impressed by how the academic
staffs coordinated and provided a friendly and supportive environment
for a newcomer like me. Without their coordination efforts, I would not

Finally, I do hope to broaden my capacity as well as experience the
Korean lifestyle to the fullest during my two-year long academic study at
Ajou University.

Samith Vatnakoudom
IDC, Cambodia
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Trade and Globalization for Social Benefits:
Lessons of a Global Shared Experience in 2014
Global Social Economic Forum (GSEF 2014),
Seoul, South Korea.

Hello most handsome and/or beautiful reader!

minutes later, it is completely full! This is an analogy for the Earth.

The recently concluded Inaugural Meeting organized by Seoul

First, in my present studies in International Trade Laws, I found

My, you look nice today! My name is Jordan Munro

We are like that bottle at 10:57 or 10:58. We must slow our

Metropolitan Government and Seoul Organizing Committee on

some special rules and exceptions which are advantageous to the

and I am the founder of Green Ajou. Green Ajou is

consumption rates and population growth rates quickly! Future

November 2014, was a showcase of innovative organizations dealing

core less developed and developing nations. Article I of GATT 1994

a campus club in the making – less than a year old.

technologies do offer some hopes, but we cannot rely on

with social problems through the invigoration of the social economy.

on the Most Favored Nations (MFN) obligation and in Article III

Our slogan is “Empowering Students for

technologies that may never exist.

I learnt many strategies on social development, social management

(National Treatment Obligation) of the GATT 1994 discusses the non-

and social problem solving techniques through the re-working of the

discrimination principle in the context of international trade in goods

Sustainability” (sustainability could also be
described as 'green culture') and that slogan pretty

So, back to Green Ajou. We are trying to create a culture of

social systems and the social economy from diverse shared

and services (Articles II and XVII of the General Agreement on Trade

well sums up the club's goal. But, on the other hand, so what!?

sustainability. Culture is a powerful thing – it teaches everyone how

experiences by professionals and experts from around the world. I

in Services, GATS), which state “If a Member grants a country an

Society seems to be working fine and students are not really

to behave and how to think. Creating a green culture – a culture of

will be sharing only those lessons learnt at the program as it

advantage (such as a lower tariff on one of its products), it must

complaining about empowerment opportunities, right, so who cares?

sustainability would be a powerful thing. So we are taking small

pertains to the topic of trade and globalization for social benefit.

grant this advantage immediately and unconditionally to all WTO
Members”.

steps every day to create a better culture; for the good of ourselves,
Well, firstly, I care hugely about sustainability, and let me tell

and for the good of the Earth and all it's inhabitants.

you why you should also care. Are you from Pakistan? Nigeria?

It is not new that developing nations have had a negative notion
of the global world trade order, as a strategy of the West to further

An advantage for the developing nations also exists based on

Australia? These are just a couple countries that are already being

Please check us out at greenajou.facebook.com and give us

impoverish and marginalize the developing world in the midst of the

the legal terms of exceptions of De Jure and De Facto prejudice,

affected and will really be hugely affected in the coming decades by

a 'like' and check out greenajou.com. If you want to get involved

ongoing liberal global structure. Though globalization poses

applicable under the general and security exceptions (see article XX

unsustainable practices – overpopulation, unsustainable farming,

as a team member, a team leader, or as an organizer, please send

challenges such as inequalities, inflation, macroeconomic instability,

and XXI respectively of the GATT 1994), balance of payment

and depleting natural resources. And when these lifestyles cause

us a message.

financial crises, ecological threats to the global commons, trade

exceptions and temporary application of qualitative restrictions in a

shortages of food, water, land, and other resources, then what

imbalance and unemployment among others. Yet the liberal world

discriminatory manner and conditions (see Articles XII, XVIII.B, and

problems can happen? Social upheaval, poverty, violence, and war. I

trade order has been, and will continue, to be a corrective or

XIV of the GATT 1994). Article XXIV of the GATT 1994 also allows a

know it sounds ridiculous – but think about it. What would you do if

mitigating measure for those challenges posed by globalization. This

WTO Member to grant more favorable treatment to its trading

there was a food shortage? What steps would you take to make

maybe perhaps paradoxical to the benefit of the developing nations

partners within a customs union or a free trade area without

sure that you and your family had enough food? It's not a problem

especially, but only if they can muster the numerous alternatives

extending such treatment to all WTO Members, subject to certain

that the world is facing right at this moment, but we are all living

they have now.

conditions of waivers option (Article IX:3 of the Agreement

unsustainable lifestyles and at some point there will no longer be

Establishing the WTO); and a number of provisions on special and

enough. Overpopulation and climate change are bringing these
worries closer to reality every decade.
Imagine a 1 liter bottle. It begins with 1 liter of liquid, and
every minute the amount of liquid doubles. So first 1 liter, then 2,
then 4, and so on. So now imagine that the time is 11AM and the
bottle is full. At what time was the bottle half full? At what time

Jordan Munro
NGO, USA

There is a liberal world of crises in the West, a constant battle

differential treatment like the enabling Clause that allows WTO

between managing government debt as a result of spending to

Members to depart from the MFN principle, grant preferential tariff

avoid economic holocaust and disasters, with several policies of

treatments to import from developing nations under certain

austerity to balance the debt but in turn which creates negative

conditions. These and many others are found throughout the WTO

consumption, and a period of low interest rates which are unable to

Agreements as perfect advantages for the developing nations, even

incentivize investment as a result of poor consumption. All states

the developed nations also; oftentimes take advantage of those laws

seem to have left are more ‘free trade’ agreements and more

for a comparative advantage in cooperations.

was the bottle ¼full? Did you get it? The bottle was half full at

resource extraction, squeezing profits from more and more finite

10:59 and ¼full at 10:58. So at 10:58 it is easy to look around and

resources. This is not the kind of liberal economy perhaps that Adam

think “Wow we still have so much space in this bottle”; but only 2

Smith once had in mind.

Some developing nations like Singapore, Korea, China,
Indonesia, Vietnam, Taiwan, India, Brazil and Mexico including
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Turkey had taken advantage for an economic leverage by involving in

increasing their productivity—adopting better IT, boosting R&D

FDI and technological adoption and with considerations on the local

spending, and increasing patenting. It therefore takes a national

conditions such as demography, geographic locations, and natural

government and elites who understand these political structures and

resources among others for leverage and competitiveness.

conditions to jump over or ‘leapfrog’ in a ‘real time’ hurdle into those
realms which allow for comparative advantages in liberal

Third, is a hint on the strategies of fair trade with minimum

globalization in the 21th century.

price measures; from my experience in the just concluded GSEF
2014, emphasis was focused on the new trend to positively engage
national governments who are corrupt or lack the political will to
engage in social responsibilities or execute community development
projects. The strategies of the NGOs is deeply rooted in fair trade
ideas, across territorial and sovereign borders of nations since they
had no resource capacity based like funds and human expertise
among others to advance their visions of meeting social
responsibility demands and to ‘leapfrog’ the control of national
government with state missions and national interest including the
profit extorting Multinationals and Corporate Organizations through
the strategies of operation and cooperation involving social economy
between and among nations. Leading ideas include; Pro-bono of
Social Resources; Social Impact bonds; Assets and Investment;
Government Integrations; Education in Social Enterprises; Social
Ventures, Cooperatives and Legislations including Social Legal
support; and the Social Innovations Systems among others.
Lastly, I would like to mention that the trade rules of the GATT
and WTO has actually amounted to competition among nations and
this to an extent had stimulated innovations as a leap to further their
Apple’s iPhone and iPad which were both designed and prototyped in
California and then produced in China. Chinese manufacturing
competition is increasingly capturing low-skill production in this
regard while simultaneously fostering high-skill innovation in the
West. Firms have responded to the threat of Chinese imports by

Joshua T. Onifade
Student Representative,
IDC, Nigeria
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Champions Of 21ST Century
Global Citizenship?

The twenty first century ushers a new era to globalization
which encompasses (Thomas L. Friedman, 2000) the interweaving
o f m a r k e t s , t e c h n o l o g y, i n f o r m a t i o n s y s t e m s a n d
telecommunications systems in a way that is shrinking the world
from a size medium to a size small, and enabling each of us to
reach around the world farther, faster, deeper, and cheaper than
ever before, and enabling the world to reach into each of us farther,
faster, deeper, cheaper than ever before. Global tendencies of
interconnectedness have transformed the world into a global
village that breaks territorial boundaries. Such global awareness
has created the need for ‘Global Citizenship’.

citizenship education and the role played by the APCEIU in
fostering global citizenship. Topics discussed at the seminar
centered on the main global issues affecting our planet, the role of
the United Nations in fostering global citizenship cooperation and
the role of the APCEIU as a special organ under the UN-UNESCO in
enhancing global citizenship education. Students were therefore
looking for something a little bit different amidst such wellestablished goals.

The Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International
Understanding (APCEIU) under the auspices of UNESCO heralds
global citizenship education as a way to fight global challenges. In a
seminar held at the APCEIU headquarters in Seoul on November 12,
2014 under the theme ‘ Leadership of 21st Century Global Citizens’;
the Director of the Centre Utak CHUNG explained the criteria that
qualifies a person as a global citizen. Global citizens must possess
cognitive and non-cognitive skills. (Utak CHUNG).

Global issues discussed at the seminar included the effects of
war, national and international conflicts and the need for global
cooperation towards peace and security; tackling poverty and
development as the objective of the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs); a proper management of international development
assistance; education for sustainable development; a common
solution to problems posed by climate change and protecting
biodiversity; how to handle issues arising from human rights and
human security; the need for sustainable production and
consumption; the management of renewable energy; understanding
and managing the impact of multiculturalism, cultural diversity and
language diversity; and the role of international organizations and
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in managing such global
issues. Quite a lot, so anything specific?

Cognitive skills comprise of actual knowledge on global issues,
whilst non cognitive skill means impacting on global citizens
‘expectations’. Clearly, basic knowledge is not enough to qualify us
as global citizens, the irony being as a result of globalization, facts,
knowledge and information has never being easier to access. The
key question then, is what to do with it. There is, therefore, the need
for non-cognitive skills, often described as soft power, to enhance
our knowledge on global issues. Such skill includes empathy,
sympathy, care, communication skill, tolerance and mutual
understanding.

Social Economy and Environment; Social Economy and Local

development especially by the developed nations. Take for instance

Champions Of 21ST Century Global Citizenship?

Participants at the seminar were NGO and IDC students of Ajou
University, Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS). The
objective of this seminar was to ‘sensitize’ participants on the
need for global cooperation in the 21st Century, the need for global

Global issues and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

The United Nations plays a key role in fostering global
citizenship, especially in guaranteeing world peace and security. It is
also at the centre of achieving the MDGs and tackling the problem of
poverty and development with its eight objectives. These objectives
are: to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, to achieve universal
primary education, promote gender equality and empower women,
reduce child mortality, improve maternal health, combat HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other diseases, ensure environmental sustainability and
global partnership for development by 2015.
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Promoting global citizenship
At the seminar, participants were also informed of the role
played by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organizations (UNESCO) in promoting global citizenship. The main
philosophy upon which this organization is founded is that ‘since
wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the
defenses of peace must be constructed’. The founding principle of
UNESCO is on the basis that in order to achieve universal peace and
prosperity there is the need to promote education, natural sciences
and cultures, bearing in mind the cultural differences that exist in our
society. As a means of understanding and promoting cultural
diversity values, UNESCO promotes the recognition of UNESCO
world heritage sites. This organization produces general history
books like the General History of Africa, General History of the
Caribbean, General History of Central Asia, and is currently working
on the publication of a General History of South East Asia. It initiated
the Silk Road project in 1988 that has led to the development of
trade routes from Europe to Asia.

UNESCO: Education for knowledge
UNESCO promotes universal education under various banners.
Under its Education for All (EFA) initiative, it funds and provides
facilities for education in developing countries. Its Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) program aims at impacting
development through educating local communities with the on the
importance of cultural values for sustainable development. Under its
Education for International Understanding (EIU), UNESCO promotes
(S.H. TOH and V.F. Cawagas 2005) the culture of peace by
encouraging necessity of cultivating inner peace, living in harmony
with the earth, living with justice and compassion, promoting human
rights and responsibilities, building intercultural respect, recognition
and solidarity; and dismantling the culture of war. Utak CHUNG
simplifies UNESCO’s culture for peace to mean the respect of
human rights, cultural diversity, peace, sustainable development and
globalization. In one of UNESCOs books on EIU titled ‘Learning: The
Treasure Within’ (1996), UNESCO outlines the four pillars of
education as; learning to know, learning to do, learning to live
together and learning to be.

‘SangSaeng’ – living together
APCEIU’s role as an institution operating under the umbrella of
UNESCO is to promote global and inclusive education. Under their

banner ‘SangSaeng’ which means ‘living together’, they promote
education in local communities. The SangSaeng, publishes three
journals yearly; showing the activities of UNESCO. Their focus is on
impacting lives through education in Africa and the Asian Pacific
through various fellowship programs. Using these fellowship
programs, they promote education with the use of various local
languages as was the case in Obrato, Manatuto district where
participants have initiated a Tongue-Based Multilingual Education
pilot project.

Opinion of participants
Topics discussed at this seminar focused on broadly the usual
global issues affecting our planet, the need for global awareness
through dissemination of knowledge and the role of the United
Nations and its organs in creating global awareness by promoting
global citizenship. These are standard. However, the seminar did fail
to make an appraisal on the role of ‘foreigners’ and diaspora living
abroad in the promotion of global citizenship from a different
perspective and angle. Most participants had also expected to learn
how the United Nations intends to challenge the aspect of territorial
barriers to create global citizenship. For instance, is it a terminology
of so-called visionaries and political scientists, or can it be
achieved. Is there anything such as a Global Citizen or is this just a
state of global awareness? These questions were expected to be
addressed. So clearly this is a work in progress, and answers are
still to be found (although finding the right questions to ask is also a
good start).
Our thanks to the Organizations for their time and hospitality.

Shang David
Tardzenyuy
IDC, Cameroon
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Non Governmental
Organisations as “The New Future”

NGOs form part of international organizations. They are at the
center of all international development in recent decades. They are
part of civil society organizations and organized on a local, national
or international level to address issues in support of the public
good. The paradox is that whilst NGOs may traditionally act ‘on the
margins’ of the international system, this system of sovereign
states itself is now under question given the rise of civil wars,
breakdowns in state governance and competing narratives over
what counts as national sovereignty. This leaves the question as to
whether NGOs require a reinforcing of the international system of
sovereign states through which to define themselves whilst at the
same time recognizing that the state system itself is under so much
stress that this stress is now causing the kinds of crises and
conflicts that NGOs respond to and seemingly aim to avert.

international goals. We have international NGOs which work
internationally or cross national sovereign borders such as
transparency international, amnesty international. There are laws
governing NGOs at the national level; they have to comply with the
local legislation of the country in which they are found. At the
international level the United Nations in its article 71 protects
NGOs. In accordance with Article 71 of the UN Charter, NGOs can
have consultative status with the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC). Their relationship with entities of the
United Nations system differs depending on their location and
mandate. For example, NGOs can become associated with the UN
Department of Public Information to help disseminate information.
Many UN Specialized Agencies operate their own accreditation
programs for NGOs which are relevant to their area of work

This paper therefore seeks to assess whether the context
within which NGOs work has now changed so fundamentally that
we have to rethink what we mean by NGOs and what we mean by
the territories and concepts of sovereignty that NGOs work with
and within. The key issue with any such organization concerns the
question whether NGOs have the ‘right’ to ‘be responsible’ and to
‘intervene’ in someone elses’ territory or whether this ‘someone
else’ i.e. state, has to ‘earn’ the right to be sovereign?

NGOs are increasingly becoming an important force, in part
because of claims that they are efficient and effective, because
they are innovative, flexible, independent, and responsive to the
problems of poor people at the grass-roots level. The growth of
such NGOs over the past two decades have given them an
increasingly important role and has led them forming a distinctive
sector within civil society. They often serve as early warning
mechanisms and help monitor and implement international
agreements. They are engaged in all sectors of social life, such as
relief, rehabilitation, health, education, development programs,
peace, human rights, and environmental issues, using finance
raised from voluntary, private sources, and donor agencies, and
managing themselves autonomously at local, national and
international levels.

NGOs encompass a broad and vast category. Their definition is
somewhat ambiguous and ubiquitous term used to describe a
bewildering array of groups and organizations. NGOs in general are
known as Non-Governmental Organizations. They are typical value
based organizations with aspects of altruism and voluntarism
characterizing them. They are Nonprofit or charitable or private,
voluntary organizations. They receive their funding in part or wholly
from donations or voluntary services. At the same time NGOs run
up with the intentions-consequences scenario.
From a legal Perspective NGOs are formal societal
organizations, whose main aim is to promote common national and

In disseminating information and making reports, NGOs draw
the attention of the United Nations to Human rights violations
within a country and if it is contravening certain provisions of the
United Nations Charter. Secondly, NGOs further help in
development of countries these through employment and even
financing certain projects to help the people. NGOs equally help in
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elections within a country; they monitor the electoral process which
is imperative to good governance.
• Ebola and Syria
With crisis affecting the world today, NGOs play an important
role in fighting the Ebola disease affecting Sierra Leone, Liberia
and Guinea. They were the first to appear on the scene to help
those affected by the disease. For example Doctors Without
Borders were the first. This NGO even helped launch three Ebola
treatment trials. NGOs have equally been very active in the help to
fight against HIV/AIDS, Malaria and tropical diseases in Africa
especially the doctors without borders and Amnesty International.
They provide medications, sensitize the population and even
provide treatment to those infected.
Equally, with the Syrian crises, they were there to help victims
and the Syrian refugees. They are humanitarian organizations; they
provided food and shelter to those displaced refugees. NGOs help
the displaced in times of breakdown of state governance, break
down of sovereignty and civil war, Human Right Watch and
Amnesty International were on ground to evaluate human rights
violations and report to the UN in Syria. They have also been
helping the fight against terrorism especially Boko Haram in
Nigeria and ISIS in Iraq.
However the role of NGOs may be negative in the sense that
they are mostly formed or created by individuals or a group of
persons in order to attain certain objectives. Firstly, they work for
their own interest though they are not profit making organizations.
NGOs equally have corrupted people who use it to gain profit,
where the may be a violation by a prominent person they may try to
cover or hide it.
Secondly, it is easy to think of NGOs as one group. However,
the interests and perspectives are so diverse, that summarizing and
generalizing criticisms that can be valid to all NGOs and similar
organizations is obviously unfair. Indeed, there are many NGOs now
that don’t really work in tune with government and corporate
interests as suggested above, but seriously challenge and criticize.
As David Lewis and Tina Wallace writes in an introduction in their
book: New Roles and Relevance: Development NGOs and the
Challenge of Change Development, NGOs are struggling to
maintain their integrity and independence.
Furthermore NGOs are neither actors nor subjects of
international law, therefore they play a minimal role and have
to answer to the United Nations Security Council. They are non-

governmental organizations and they first mostly act within a
state and have to abide by the laws of that country. Fourth,
there have also been criticisms on how NGOs apply their
funding and other monies received or raised. Criticisms range
from pointing out that only small percentages go to people in
need, that a lot goes to recover costs, and some have even
been used to pay very high salaries of the people at the top of
these organizations.
Fifth, NGOs rely on money from a variety of sources, including
individual donors, foundations, corporations and governments.
Often what an NGO can and cannot do is tied to where the money
comes from, dramatically affecting the effectiveness and neutrality
of NGOs. While some NGOs, like GPF, refuse to accept government
or corporate funding to stay independent in their decision making,
many NGOs depend on these funding sources in order to operate.
Funding Issues have become particularly challenging, following the
economic crisis in the world.
In sum the role they play is mostly positive because they are
non-governmental and their reports and recommendations are
not easily influenced. The information they give is not always
biased to the government in question. There is no such thing as
a perfect institution so as such they have their limits. But their
positive impact far outweighs the negative. This is so because
of all these NGOs have been doing in the world in order to
achieve peace and security, alleviate poverty, and help in
sustainable development of a country. Therefore all these NGOs
are a very vital part of our society and the world and may even
be the new future.
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Securitising NGOs and How NGOs are
responding to Boko Haram and Not just
Government in Northern Nigeria

• Introduction

political or social activity associated with Western society. This

Boko Haram is an Islamic terrorist organization that has killed

includes voting in elections, wearing shirts and trousers or receiving

thousands of people and displaced so many others through its

a secular education. Boko Haram regards the Nigerian state as being

numerous terrorist activities in Northern Nigeria since its formal

run by non-believers, even when the country had a Muslim president.

emergency in 2009. Since 2010, Boko Haram has targeted Churches,
Schools, Markets and even Mosques in many parts of northern

Founded in 2002 its official Arabic name, Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna

Nigeria. In May 2013, the federal government of Nigeria declared a

Lidda'awati wal-Jihad, means "People Committed to the Propagation

state of emergency in three northern states (Adamawa, Yobe and

of the Prophet's Teachings and Jihad" It initially focused on opposing

Borno) where Boko Haram is most prevalent. Also, in November that

Western education - gaining the nickname Boko Haram, which

same year, the United States after much persuasion, designated

means "Western education is forbidden" in the Hausa language and

Boko Haram as an international terrorist organization and placed a $

launched military operations in 2009 to create an Islamic state. It

7 million bounty on the information leading to the arrest of its leader,

was declared a terrorist group by US in 2013. Since the Sokoto

Imam Abubakar Shekau.

caliphate, which ruled parts of what is now northern Nigeria, Niger
and southern Cameroon, fell under British control in 1903, there has

H o w e v e r, m u c h w a s n o t k n o w n a b o u t B o k o H a r a m

been resistance among some of the area's Muslims to Western

internationally until it’s outrageous kidnapping of over 270 female

education. They still refuse to send their children to government-run

students of Government Secondary School Chibok, Borno state. This

"Western schools", a problem compounded by the ruling elite which

single act led to a series of national and international campaigns

does not see education as a priority. Against this background, the

against the group as well as put intense pressure on the

charismatic Muslim cleric, Mohammed Yusuf, formed Boko Haram in

Governments of Nigeria to intensify the fight against the sect with a

Maiduguri in 2002. He set up a religious complex, which included a

view to securing the release of the said girls. The ‘bring back our

mosque and an Islamic school. Many poor Muslim families from

girls’ campaign, a hugely successful twitter campaign to free those

across Nigeria, as well as neighbouring countries, enrolled their

abducted girls has been at the vanguard of the non-governmental

children at the school. Boko Haram was not only interested in

organizations fighting Boko Haram. The groups, as well as other

education. Its political goal was to create an Islamic state, and the

NGO’s such as Woman for Change, Put Nigeria First, Red Crescent

school became a recruiting ground for jihadis.

and Amnesty International have contributed in no small measure in
the fight against terrorism in Nigeria.

The deployment of troops has driven many of them out of
Maiduguri, their main urban base and they have now retreated to the

Abiambi
IDC, Cameroon

Nigeria's militant Islamist group Boko Haram is fighting to

vast Sambisa forest, along the border with Cameroon.

overthrow the government and create an Islamic state. Its followers
are said to be influenced by the Koranic phrase which says: "Anyone

Boko Haram has also stepped up its campaign against Western

who is not governed by what Allah has revealed is among the

education, which it believes corrupts the moral values of Muslims,

transgressors". Boko Haram promotes a version of Islam which

especially girls, by attacking two boarding schools - in Yobe in March

makes it "haram", or forbidden, for Muslims to take part in any

and in Chibok in April.
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• NGOs and Security
According to World Vision, ‘NGOs today often have to assign
staff to some of the most dangerous and insecure areas in the world,
with little or no protection.On an organizational level, NGOs need to
think more strategically about security thresholds for their complex
humanitarian emergency operations.
1)	If we say we are using weapons for a "good" cause, which is the
saving of lives, are we then saying that we accept the terms on
which conflict is fought? After all, all warring factions make
similar claims, since they purport to be resorting to weapons only
to accomplish some "good."
2)	Are we sending a message that it is legitimate for weapons to
determine who gets access to aid and how aid is received? Some
aid agencies justify doing this as necessary to ensure delivery of
goods to populations who truly need them. It is understood that
aid commodities may be stolen and thus put to the direct support
of belligerents, and aid agencies will sometimes hire armed
guards to prevent this direct support.
3)	Does the use of armed guards give the perception that NGOs are
just another faction in the fighting, either by other factions or by
the local military? In many areas of sub-Saharan Africa, NGOs
operate with either the overt or tacit consent of local authorities.
These authorities vary from clan leaders to legitimate government
officials. Does the use of armed guards jeopardize that consent?
4)	Does the use of armed guards make NGOs a target and thus
heighten risk to staff members? Armed guards usually shoot first
and seldom ask questions later. Are the aid agencies prepared to
accept responsibility for the consequences of those kinds of

their use shift the perception of intent from self-defense to
interventionism? World Vision International).
Despite the laudable achievements of the NGOs providing
support in the Northeastern parts of Nigeria, so many impediments
still hamper their smooth operations.Chief among them is the loss of
lives and suffering of life threatening injuries in the cause of their

Firstly, since the NGOs are not allowed to carry arms, they are
often exposed to dangerous environments without the ability to
defend themselves. Secondly, is the paucity of funds. NGOs are
nonprofit making charitable organizations that depend on the
philanthropy of the rich for their operations. Sometimes, their
activities are seriously hampered when the funds they need is either
not forthcoming or inadequate. Lack of volunteers is another issue.
number of people coming forward as volunteers have drastically
whittled down. Some of those volunteering lack the expertise to
successfully manage emergency situations.
It is widely believed that NGOs are the alternative to a failed
states and as such, many government sees NGOs as opponents but it
is my believe that both the state and NGOs are working for the
advancement of Mankind and as such, they should always work
together in other to achieve the targeted goals. It is my wish that the
Nigerian government will liaise with NGOs so that they can be
provided with logistical, financial and moral support to discharge
their invaluable duties more effectively.

armed guards to protect their staff and property?

conditions apply to the use of private security firms, and does

Case Of Cameroon
The Gulf of Guinea (GoG) is a vast and diverse Atlantic coastal
line that stretches from Senegal to Angola between latitude 15
degrees north and south of the equator. This coastal line of 6000km
covers 16 countries including Cameroon, Nigeria and Gabon. The
GoG cuts across two political sub-regions; the Economic
Community of West African states (ECOWAS) and the Economic
community of central African states (ECCAS) which combined to
form the Gulf of Guinea Commission (GGC) and are all members of
the African Union (AU).

Due to the imminent threat posed by working in war zones, the

negotiated settlement to conflict, while at the same time hiring

and an intrusion on their national sovereignty? What terms and

Development And Maritime
Security In The Gulf Of Guinea:

this year alone.

NGOs publicly call for peace, justice, reconciliation and a

presence of a private security firm as a threat to their authority
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Information, up to 50 volunteers have lost their lives to Boko Haram

5)	Does it send mixed and conflicting messages to the people when

consequences of a shoot-out? Will the local authorities view the
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Development And Maritime Security In The Gulf Of Guinea

works. According to statistics released by the Nigeria Ministry of

actions?

6)	Are the aid agencies prepared to accept responsibility for the
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Benjamin Melody
Nnaji
IDC, Nigeria

In recent years, the Gulf of Guinea has served as a gateway
to the world for not only the littoral countries but also for
landlocked countries including Chad, Mali, Burkina Faso, Chad and
Central Africa Republic. These countries depend on these coastal
states for import and export of goods and services to and fro the
global markets.
The region is also becoming pivotal in international
navigation as a safer means, connecting the Indian and Atlantic
Ocean, and also as a bridge between the north and south Atlantic.
The GoG is an alternative navigation route to the unstable Gulf of
Eden which has become costlier for travel and movement of good
due to the piracy in the failed state of Somalia and the political
instability in the northern African countries of Tunisia, Libya,
Sudan and Egypt. The GoG is said to become a frontier of what is
said to be ‘the second scramble for Africa’ where this time
around the prize is not territory but access and control over
newly discovered raw materials and vast hydrocarbons deposits
in the region
Cameroon, now potentially plays a vital role in both national
and regional security and development due to its strategic
position. Insecurity at sea can and is causing instability, particulaly
in Cameroon and the neighboring landlocked countries which
depend on Cameroon for access to the sea. For example instability
in Central African Republic, Chad and Northern Nigeria which is

now spreading to northern Cameroon. Insecurity at sea is also
affecting Cameroon’s political, social and economic development
as the country is making a consistent loss in revenue from its
territorial waters in illegal activities such as piracy, armed robbery,
illegal arms proliferations, human, narcotics and fake
pharmaceutical trafficking, dumping and illegal unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing just to list a few. The act of armed
robbery and piracy at sea has reduced the number of vessels
visiting the Douala seaport. This is due to extra cost in
transportation from hiring private security to escort vessls coupled
with premium navigation across the region.
This means clearly means that maintaining the credibility of
the newly constructed Kribi and Limbe deep seaports by China and
Korea to generate regional connectivity will perhaps depend on the
management and control of threats emanating from the seas.
Exerting effective and sustainable governance over this vast
maritime domain is a daunting task facing Cameroon and other
countries in the sub region.
The threats rendering the maritime domain insecure are said to
emanate from local and internal levels. These threats can be
classified under both legal and illegal perspectives. The first four
threats to security are said to be illegal while the last one is said to
be legal.
• Disputed sovereign boundaries
This is considered a legal threat to maritime security as many
states try to exercise sovereignty over their territory and revoke the
interventions of other states. The exercise of sovereignty on a
territory by two states brings about border conflict and a possible
armed conflict creating space for the mercenaries and other illegal
acts. The border conflict in the Gulf of Guinea maritime domain
creates security challenges in a collaborative manner. For example,
between Cameroon and Nigeria over the Bakassi Peninsula,
Equatorial Guinea and Cameroon over an island at the mouth of
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The Responsibility Of The United
Nations In Secessionist Problem:
Case Study Anglophone Cameroon.

Ntem river, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea over the Mbane island.
The traditional land centric approach to security in this region has
led to the neglect of the maritime security domain.
The little or no investment in states’ maritime security has
caused little or no control over the seas, making it a breeding
ground for ‘maritime gangsters’. Countries of this region are not
aware of most traffic and activities in their territorial waters
because they lack basic equipment for maritime governance such
as surveillance systems, patrol boats, aircraft and personnel. The
maritime security in this region is deficient of logistics and their
equipments are described as ‘unseaworthy.’ Both national and
regional infrastructures for maritime security are weak because
little emphasis were laid on the maritime domain in their national
and regional security framework.
It is now that the insecurity at sea is posing a great threat
on land that Cameroon and other states in the GoG are trying
to invest in securing the maritime domain. Countries in this
region could not even comply with the IMO-ISPS code which
all countries are signatories. More than 85% of vessels
registered in the GoG states are over 20years old making then
susceptible to accidents.
The Cameroonian government adopted law No 77-15 of 6
November 1977 and decree No 73-658 of 27 October 1973 which
all define and penalize the fabrication, conservation,
transportation, usage and sales of explosives and fire arms within
the national territory. Law No 2001-19 also defines acts of violence
originating from piracy within the national territory. The
implementation of laws was instituted by the creation of a special
branch of the rapid intervention battalion in charge of maritime
security (BIR Delta).
ECOWAS and the ECCAS joined to form the Gulf of guinea
Commission (GCC) which is now in charge of all maritime affairs

within the sub-region since the year 1999. The GCC orchestrated
the Yaoundé conference of 24 June 2013 which led to the adoption
of the Memorandum of Understanding and the Code of Conduct by
all GCC signatory states to cooperate in securing the sub-regional
maritime domain. Due to threats from the Gulf of Aden and the Gulf
of Guinea, the African Union (AU) adopted the 2050 Africa
Integrated Maritime Strategy (AIMS 2050) in January 31 2013 for
security and development of the African maritime domain. This
aims to improve competitiveness and wealth creation from the
African maritime domain.
On the global basis, maritime based development is the fastest
in the world development scale. Most rising global economies are
maritime bordered states and landlocked countries depend on
these states for their own development. About 90% of global trade
depends on the sea. The sea gives a comparative advantage to
maritime bordered states over landlocked states.
Security of the maritime domain can never be the affairs
of a single state but regional as well as global. There is the
need for a concerted effort from all to protect this rich
resource for posterity.

Roy Cluivert
IDC, Cameroon

Marginalization is the process of highlighting the fact that, a
minority group is not a part of the majority, or, it’s a process through
which the marginal groups and their members are identified as not
being a part of the main group. The Anglophone marginalization
problem in Cameroon has been an inexhaustible problem which
many scholars have visited it in the light of their own idiosyncrasy.
Many historian and political scientist have traced the origin of the
Anglophone Problem in Cameroon from numerous stand points.
This is as a result of the United Nation’s supervised plebiscite
in 1961 with its decision to grant British Southern Cameroon
Independence by joining an Independent Federal Republic of
Nigeria or La Republique du Cameroon. Contrary to that, this was of
popular preference to the British Southern Cameroonian, an
Independent British Southern Cameroon. Cameroon, with a
population of approximately 20million people, has a majority
Francophone population of about 85% which occupies 8 of ten (10)
regions and a minority Anglophone population of about 15% which
occupies just two..
The United Nations was born of perceived necessity in
October, 24 1945 as a means of better arbitrating international
conflicts and negotiating peace following the failures of the League
of Nations. Cameroon, being a former mandated territory of the
League of Nations became a Trust Territory of the United Nations
and with supervisory authority imposed two political questions
(options) on them:(1) Achieve independence by reunifying with
French Cameroun which as a result of their independence on
January 1st,1960 became La Republique Du Cameroun (2)
Integration with the Federal Republic of Nigeria which is an
Independence State. The decision reached at the Mamfe All Party
Conference, presented to the United Nations before the plebiscite,
the question of independence which was of popular preference
was rejected. At the plebiscite day, the British Southern Cameroon
insisted on a third option but their request was a fiasco, thus were
left with the two imposed options by the United Nations.

In the midst of the two worst options, one was chosen as the
better, that is, the unification of the two Cameroon which was to
culminate to the creation of a United Nations Sponsored federation
of two States of equal status known as the federal Republique of
Cameroun. However, the Foumban Constitutional Conference of 1961
which Federated Southern Cameroons with La Republique du
Cameroon was not in accordance with what the United Nations
envisaged. The Foumban Constitutional Conference was to consist of
the Southern Cameroons, La Republique Du Cameroun, and United
Kingdom as administering authority and the United Nations as a
supervisory authority. With the absent of the United Nations
supervision at the 1961 Foumban Constitutional Conference, the
loose Federation proposed by Foncha was refused in favor of a highly
centralized system of government propose by Ahidjo.
The British Southern Cameroonians were left in the hands of
French technical advisers at the Foumban Constitutional Conference
who were eager to maintained treaties signed with La Republique du
Cameroon. The United Nations have done nothing to restore the
minority right which has resulted from its blunders in the 1961
plebiscite and the Foumban Constitutional Conference. Unlike in the
case of South Sudan, where the United Nations Security Council
provided South Sudan with necessary advice.
The Southern Cameroon National Congress (S.C.N.C) in its quest
for the British Southern Cameroons dignity, their natural rights as
legitimate owners as masters of the Southern Cameroons territory,
masters of their own destiny by peacefully leading the Southern
Cameroon to take the deserved seat within the community of
sovereign states, its members have been faced with murders,
torture, blacks mails and exile by the Paul Biya. Government and the
United Nation is still silent.
These have defeated the purpose of the creation of the United
Nations in 1945 which was seen “as a means of better arbitrating
international conflict and negotiating peace”. This then led to the
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emergence of Southern Cameroons liberation movements like
the Ambazonia of Fon Gorgi Dinka and Cameroon Anglophone
Movement (CAM). It was in recognition and defense of the
enjoyment of this inalienable right of all peoples that classical
colonialism, foreign domination and the abolition of apartheid took
place.
Southern Cameroons is the only UN Trust territory abandoned to
a fate that has seen it annexed, colonized and occupied by La
Republique du Cameroun. It is a victim of classical colonialism and
foreign domination and as such should be decolonized under
international law and with international support. However, this Union
has fallen short of expectations because it does not provide for equal
partnership, let alone the preservation of cultural heritage and
identity of each but has turn out to be a transitory phase to the total
integration of the Anglophone Region into a strongly centralized,
Unitary State. For the British Southern Cameroons, secession is
looked upon as a means to an end of this social exclusion and
marginalization by the Francophone population.
The political agenda in Cameroon has now become increasingly
dominated by what is known as the Anglophone Problem which
originated from the blunders of the United Nations Supervised
plebiscite in Febuary1961. According to Piet Koning and Francis B.
Nyamnjoh, the origin of the Anglophone problem can be traced from
the 1961 plebiscite, when the British Southern Cameroons voted to
achieve independence by joining La Republique du Cameroon.
Again, Victor Julius Ngoh in his book Origin of Anglophone Problem
traced the origin of the Anglophone Problem from the Foumban
Constitutional Conference.
According to Nicodemus Fru Awasom, in his book, Negotiating
Federalism: How Ready Were Cameroonians Leaders before the
February 1961 United Nations Plebiscite-pages 426 and 427 he
suggests two origins of the Anglophone problem. Firstly, he traced it
from the pre-plebiscite constitutional cul-de-sac in which the
Anglophone and the Francophone found themselves. Secondly, the
approach beclouds the historiography of the constitutional
negotiation that preceded reunification and perpetuates the myth of
the low educational attainment and naivety of the Foncha team. Just
like Victor Julius Ngoh, who assumed the origin of the Anglophone
problem could be traced from the Foumban Constitutional
Conference, he said La Republique Du Cameroon was accompanied
by a technical adviser from France, eager to maintain contracts
signed with the Francophone at independence. Unlike the
Anglophone delegation led by a mere primary so naïve and
inexperience in certain crucial decision which could be the basis of

the future Cameroon state.
Nantang Jua, however, posits that Cameroon underwent a
triple colonial heritage that can be blamed for her tribulations today.
Initially, Cameroon was colonized by the Germans, and then it was
partitioned and ruled by the French and the British in the wake of the
First World War as League of Nations mandates, before mutating
into United Nation trust territories following the Second World War.
The partitioning of the territory created the Anglophone minority and
the Francophone Majority very glaring in the today Cameroon (Social
inclusion and citizen rights).
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Unlike Jua Nantang who had traced the origin of Anglophone
problem from it triple colonial heritage, Nicodemus Fru Awasom and
Victor J. Ngoh traced it from Constitutional negotiations. Percival
blamed Foncha for being the origin of Anglophone, he claimed
Foncha was bought over and was offered the post of the Vice
President of the New Federation.

The 1961 United Nations supervised plebiscite in Cameroon has
partly been the cause of the existing Anglophone Marginalization in
Cameroon. At the dawn of independence in the 1960s and with the
endless efforts of Southern Cameroon’s elite group especially at the
Mamfe all Party Conference who strived for an independent state, in
the 1961 plebiscite, the question which was of popular preference,
the question of independence, was absent. They had just two
options: to join the Independent state of Nigeria or to joined La
Republique du Cameroon. The Anglophone minority has created an
Anglophone consciousness: the feeling of been marginalized,
exploited and assimilated by the Francophone dominated state. The
Anglophone problem in Cameroon would not have existed if the
United Nations did put into consideration the resolution in the
Mamfe All Party Conference.
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