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Dear Readers

We are honored to welcome you for the 29th edition of our: Graduate School of International Studies’ 
[GSIS] Gazette. Making choices seem to be easy, however, it requires a strong mind to make an appropri-
ate choice. Every day we must make choices—making the right choice determines our future. 
Questions—when, why, where, what etc come up every day and providing answers to these questions is 
a duty we all must fulfill.  That is why we chose to deviate our Gazette theme from an academic to a more 
relatable Theme “Choice” so our readers can take advantage of some selective articles from students in 
this issue.

In this edition, readers can find an interesting survey we conducted among GSIS students and will 
feature in “Controversial? Controversial!” section. Readers can equally read about experiences shared 
by students; tree planting event organized by NUBI, workshop, international seminar, forums and other 
reports students were engaged in. Also experiences shared by GSIS Alumni about their life in Ajou and 
after Ajou, interactive interviews with KOICA students, are some other interesting contents you will not 
miss out, in this edition.

This Gazette is product of team work of Professor Iain Watson, GSIS coordinator staff Miss. Kyungrim 
Kim, GSIS students and Gazette editor. We want to express our gratitude toward Professor. Iain Watson 
for his support and guidance. This Gazette would not have been possible without his inspiration, guid-
ance and support. We are also grateful towards GSIS office and Miss. Kim for their immense support and 
co-ordination. We also appreciate GSIS students for actively participating in Gazette activities and making 
it one new full edition. Finally, thankful to you readers for waiting this new edition and liking our Gazette. 
All kind of feedbacks and criticism are warmly welcomed. Now, enjoy your reading with us! 

Letter from the Editors

Thapa Magar Urusha
IB / Nepal

Ebie Cyril Napa
IT / Cameroon

Li Lin 
IB / China
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This term’s Gazette is themed on choice. A few weeks ago in South Korea, there was an intriguing game of 
Baduk between a South Korean and a computer. The game of Baduk was billed as ‘man versus computer’. The 
more interesting aspect of this for me was that the game represented the intriguing issue of choices and oppor-
tunities. Baduk has so many thousands of combinations of potential outcomes from each move. It’s extraordinary, 
and as a result, can also be seen as a metaphor for our lives. We constantly invest our time and commitment 
into a matrix of interconnected choices and outcomes. We do not always know the consequences of these. What 
at the time might seem like quite mundane choices, may actually impact more profoundly on our lives and we 
might never even be aware of the impact we have (or didn’t have for that matter) through our choices. There is 
no doubt in my view that these questions are also linked to issues of intentions and responsibilities. Might being 
aware of the idea of the unintended consequences of our actions be enough to make us culpable or responsible 
if things go wrong for us or for others as a result of misguided choices. In class, for a number of sessions, we 

have talked about issues of foreign aid, intentions and outcomes of aid. How and why do individuals and countries decide and choose to give 
foreign aid? Where do their motivations come from? Are their motivations necessarily the same as their intentions? What about individuals 
giving aid? Is this the same issue of measuring intentions and responsibilities that characterize institutions? And we can turn this around. Do 
(or even should) recipient countries have the choice to reject foreign aid? As we have discussed in class, these issues are all bound up with 
questions of power and resources. Indeed, in one way perhaps, power gives individuals (empowerment) the ability not just to make preferred 
choices but to have more of them. Politics and economics seem to be constantly bombarded by choices. 
Do we recognize real from fake choices? In many areas there are the choices and opportunity costs of whether to stay on-track (despite our 
reservations) and to keep going along the same path, or to change direction. Last year for some inexplicable reason I read three Harry Potter 
novels in a week. I have no idea what possessed me to do this. In retrospect I can now question whether I was in full control of my sanity. 
Maybe it was my Viking-esque Northern European inability to deal with any summer temperature above 10 degrees Celsius. At any rate, one 
quote struck me and seems relevant here ‘It is our choices, Harry, that show what we truly are.’ Growing up in the Britain of Harry Potter in 
the 1980s the word choice seemed to be the cornerstone of the neoliberalism of Margaret Thatcher. 
Choice then seemed something exotic and a contrast to the bland and bleak 1970s of strikes and nightly power cuts. As we have discussed 
in many IPE classes, capitalism, has always adapted to its periodic crises of mass overproduction by making more choices available to us, 
often in the form of a ‘you have to choose.’ For me, this has connotations that choice is no longer representing democracy but a peculiar form 
of consumer fascism. So maybe there are good and bad choices, but how do we make the distinction, how do we choose to make the best 
of these choices? At the moment I am reading the book ‘Amazing Grace’ by Mary Hoffman to my young daughter. It’s a favourite of hers. It is 
full of empowerment and optimism and a book with a message that to follow your dreams you can (and must) stay true to yourself. And more 
importantly for me, it says all this regardless of what other people might say, or whatever one’s race, beliefs or religion is or might be. 
As the main tagline of the book says, it is important to ‘be whoever we want to be.’ Yet does having individual choice necessarily mean 
having individual or social freedom? Some of you have studied social development and the works of economist Amartya Sen where, he 
argues, choice is also freedom and having the human development capabilities and resources to make choices. Paradoxically having choices 
requires having control over outcomes, and having control over outcomes means having freedom. 
Sometimes, of course, choices can be risky but at the same time managed risks can sometimes be good and create resilience. Should choice 
therefore even be a human right? During my distant school days, one of the extra-curriculum groups I chose to be involved with, between 
weekly bouts of Chess and what seemed at the time like interminable piano recitals, was called the Poetry Society and we did weekly poet-
ry readings in a public speaking setting. Most of the poems I’ve now forgotten but one of the poems still resonates with me to this day. It’s 
written by Robert Frost and is called ‘The Road not Taken’ and ends:

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference

As to what sort of difference, good, bad, indifferent, well that’s the point. We have a choice to take Frost’s poem in any way that we might choose. 
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Q. Would you briefly explain the history of Ajou GSIS and the target goal of Ajou 
GSIS in ten years?

 AJOU GSIS was established in 1996 as a pioneer of professional studies programs in 
Korea. Unlike other graduate schools of international studies in Korea, AJOU GSIS was 
established and supported by Daewoo Educational Foundation to educate students to 
develop human resources in developing countries. Since 1996, Ajou GSIS has invited 
students to provide Korea’s advanced education. In that sense, we can conclude that Ajou 
GSIS is the first graduate school in Korea to contribute to the human resources of devel-
oping countries. So far, Ajou GSIS has over 660 alumni students from more than 70 coun-
tries worldwide. Those graduates play important roles at their positions in government 
agencies and global enterprises. 
The target goal of GSIS is to educate students to be the best in their fields. To achieve 
the goal, GSIS will give opportunities to students from diverse background and different 
environment. Also, GSIS will offer students various study opportunities including extra-
curricular activities and internships to increase the level of satisfaction for students and 
to broaden their perspectives.

Q.  Could you share some of your memorable experiences with Ajou GSIS? 

 In the fall of 2011, I was appointed as a Dean of GSIS. After 5 years of being a dean at 
GSIS, I have many memorable moments that I like to recall. However, my best memories 
at GSIS lie on the graduation ceremonies that are held every semester. One of the reason 
why I find graduation ceremony meaningful is because the ceremony represents not only 
students’ two years of hard working and achievements but also their bright future ahead. 
Every time I watch those graduating students I make myself a promise of trying to do my 
best to provide the best education. 

Q.  A message from Dean to all students

 When I was studying for my master’s and doctorate in the United States, I always thought 
of ways to bring changes to my poor country. Nowadays from the country receiving sup-
port and donation from developed countries, Korea became one of developed countries 
exporting technology, infrastructure, and even culture to other countries. Likewise, I hope 
all of the students can make changes in your society after completing your degrees at 
Ajou GSIS. You must think about what you can do to contribute to your society and your 
country. Think about your future and the change that can be brought. Try hard. Be desper-
ate. Your desperate effort will result in successful outcomes.

Professor's 
Page

Interview with 
Dean of GSIS

Jay Ick Lim
Dean of GSIS

Professor Iain Watson
NGO / IDC
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When we are a fetus in our mothers’ womb all people standing outside waiting for us, 
touches from outside and make their own choice on us, son/ daughter. Even before we were 
born we are tagged with the choice of other. It will not be wrong to say we are used to 
make choice even before we are borne. We learned to make choice since birth. A six month 
old baby desirous to drink milk make a choice and give signal to mother. the same baby 
when grow up make a choice in every single thing- flavor of ice-cream , chocolate, dresses 
and all. On growing older the decision of choice expand. In every small things we give our 
choice and decision. Every step, every moment, every time in life we make a choice.
Even before reading this article you made a choice to read. You may expect to find defini-
tion of choice or how to make right choice in the article. Actually, defining choice in just 
few words will be injustice. What to choose? How to choose? What is the proper time to 
choose? Answer to all these question depends upon the situation where we make choice. 
Sometime, we do not need even a second to answer. Meanwhile, there are such situation 
where we need deep thinking or sometime even lengthy or troublesome research.
In real world making choice goes complex and oppressive with the intensity of responsibil-
ity. Higher the responsibility level the more complex in making choice. Critical thinking is 
most when the responsibility level is high. Right choice at right time with right mind leads 
loosing individual to reach the top and at the same moment with wrong choice the same 
individual ruined up everything. 
Many examples of world leading companies being broken-down are alive because of wrong 
choice at wrong time. Jorma Ollila, CEO of Nokia, of eighties, if had not chosen to special-
ized in telecommunication by boycotting other business stream -paper, electricity, rubber 
galoshes then Nokia could not have risen up as the world largest mobile phone manufactur-
ing industry in 2000. Again not so far from the height of success Nokia falls and now at the 
stage of losing identity as Apple and Android crushed into. Nokia was not unaware about 
development of sophisticated software but rather it could not make right choice of shift and 
it could not set right time to make choice. Nokia is one good example of choice case. Appro-
priate answering when, how, why while making choice leads the same company to highest 
rank and with wrong choice it resulted in downfall.

Reference
http://www.newyorker.com/business/currency/where-nokia-went-wrong

The Power of Little Choice in Life What Is Choice?

“When it comes down to it, it isn’t the major choices we make in life – career, marriage, etc. 
– that count the most. It is the everyday, minor decisions that make life work for us.”

 –Shad Helmstetter, Ph.D.

The word choice comes from the act of ‘choosing’ – the center on which our world takes the 
whirls. If I were to define what choice is, I would rather technically say that, it is nothing but 
a decision that you make in a given situation with variable proportions of rationale, emotions, 
experience, people involved and impact.
Trust me, when I say that regardless of putting an effort in defining what choice is, it is just a 
‘choice’. Simply because when you are in the process of making a choice. I wonder how many 
decisions we make every day. I believe it’s probably hundreds. We decide whether or not to 
wake up early in the morning, what we’ll eat, what we’ll do, what we’ll think about, what 
we’ll say and so on.
While it may seem like many of our daily choices are not that significant, it’s important to 
understand that they do matter.
When we begin to take a careful look at the choices we make, it’s easy to come to the con-
clusion that the most important choices are the choices that guide and direct the major areas 
of our life. It is easy to think that if we make good choices about our career, marriage, educa-
tion, income, family, etc., we should be able to do just fine. But what about the other choices 
– the thousands of almost unnoticed choices that all of us make (or do not make), day in and 
day out? How important are those “little” choices?
They are exceptionally important. It may be the big choices in life that set the direction for 
where we’re going, but it is the little choices that get us there. Some of them seem import-
ant; others seem so insignificant that we might wonder how they could be important at all. 
But each of them makes up some part of what we call “life.”
In his book “Choices,” Dr. Shad Helmstetter came up with a list of the 100 Most Important 
Choices in your life. Some of the choice that seems easy for us to connect with the word 
“choices”, such as how well you are able to concentrate, how happy you are, how often you 
complain, how organized you are. But the choices that surprise me that actually more im-
portant is the choice that seems so insignificant and so trivial that feels impossible to relate 
to choices. For example: how you comb your hair, what your favorite foods are, what you eat 
most often, the style and color clothes you wear, who you invite to a party, whether you write 
letters, which telephone calls you return, the appearance of your home, how long something 
stays broken before you fix it, how late you stay up at night, how often you almost run out 
of gas in the car. At the same time, it has some things that make us rethink about our lives, 
those include who you spend most of your time with, the books you read, how much or how 
little you smile, how much risk you are willing to take, how often you do not tell the truth and 
why, how you take care of yourself and who you talk to when you have a problem.
It can be noticed that any one of the choices, no matter how seemingly insignificant, affects 
something about us; what we do, how we spend our time, what we think and how we think, 
how we feel, what we like or dislike, what works for us and what does not. Every small 
choices in life has the power to change your life. 

Li Lin
IB / China

Thapa Magar Urusha
IB / Nepal

Editor’s 
Article
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A right? An ability? In some parts of the world today, people have been stripped of their 
right to choose; their choices in life are either limited or completely foreclosed. Their minds 
are imprisoned by the blueprints their society imposed on them which dictates a certain way 
of life they must follow., whether that choice was beneficial to them or absolutely harmless, 
they simply are punished for one crime: they made a choice.
One philosophy about life is; we own our bodies! Therefore, we’re free to choose whatever 
we want to do with it only if we don’t hurt anyone in the process. This approach to life sim-
ply seeks to protect children, women and people with special needs from being exploited or 
taken advantage of, which is the moral and right thing to do.
A young girl from the northern part of my country, Cameroon, does not own her body until 
she dies, her rights are simply married off to her husband by her parents before she turns 
15. Equally a Kenyan girl is forced into female genital mutilation as a ritual to prepare her 
for womanhood right before she can barely understand the concept of being a girl in the first 
place and a young African prince from my tribe is forced to marry and inherit his late fathers’ 
wives on the night of his coronation, only with the exemption of his natural born mother. 
These are but a few cases of people denied choices, ever present even today. If you have 
personal eyewitness experience with some of these people like I did, you would definitely 
understand the power choices have and the big difference it makes, when everyone can 
afford the luxury of choices we own especially when it comes to our bodies; which sadly is 
the one right some humans are deprived of.
During our lifetime, we will make tons of choices without realizing it. Some smart, some 
not, some hasty, some slow. But how can we know if we are making the right choice? We 
can never know for certain but still, we should try or at least afford not to make a wrong 
choice twice.
True, a huge percentage of our choices are dumb but overtime it helps build our ability to 
make better judgments in the future. As we become mature, we are expected to grow wiser, 
for choices define our future. But how can we even start talking about choices when some 
people don’t even have one? Whether it relates to life or our bodies, we should make better 
choices because there is always someone, out there who wishes they had a say in what 
happens to their bodies every day of their life.

Ebie Cyril Napa
IT / Cameroon

CHOICES
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Artificial Intelligence and Bio-technology: The Next Korea

On 12th May this semester, GSIS gave stu-
dents a great opportunity to go to the Seoul 
Forum 2016. This is a worldwide platform for 
showing cutting edge developments in artifi-
cial intelligence (AI). The forum consisted of 6 
sessions, including AI & the Humanoid Robot, 
AI& the Self-driving car, AI& VR, Drones, Read 
Bio, and Bio Healthcare. The themed session 
‘The Robot that Thinks Like a Human: AI & the 
Humanoid Robot’ demonstrated the newest 
developments in the field of humanoids and 
social robots. 
These robots can be used at airport facilities, 
general bank services, at exhibitions and in so-
called ‘smart homes’. The main conclusion of the session was that the ‘robot is the future 
and the future is robot.’ Session 2 was about the theme of ‘Changing the Paradigm of the 
Automotive Industry: the Self-Driving Car.’ It talked about the potential of car intelligence, 
not only about technology development itself, but also about how a technology transition 
might also change the responsibilities and roles of people in many changing areas in society 
and employment. 
The main theme conclusion was ‘new thinking, new possibilities.’ Sessions 3 and 4 focused 
on the wearable robots& VR, drone & robot adviser. Hugh M. Herr (Professor of MIT Media 
Lab) is the most impressive professor for me personally, because, tragically, he lost his legs 
in a hiking mountain but he took this as an opportunity for innovating biotech developments. 
On the forum, he talked about how the remarkable ideas in technology can actually liberate 
people from the shackles of disabilities. 

He talked about the new potential 
of ‘the transcendent human’ where-
by we might be able to begin to 
bio-technically design ourselves. 
GSIS students who took part in this 
forum all felt that they had gained 
so much knowledge about this fu-
ture technology. Indeed, this is the 
area that everybody should perhaps 

know a little bit about as it’s the future. It is vital to grasp even some basic knowledge of 
the AI field and AI potential. This forum also provided a platform for us to have more of a 
connection with leading scholars in the field of AI and to learn so many important ideas and 
insights. All of this would also be highly useful and important for our own futures and for 
our own career development. 

Seoul International Forum on Trade Remedies 2016: New Challenges for Trade 
Remedy Systems amid the Changing Global Trade Environment

The rapid changing environment in global trade competitions has pushed many, if not all, 
countries that are members of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to not only actively 
engage with bilateral trade agreement (FTAs) but also participate in several mega FTAs in-
cluding the TPP1 and TTIP2, just to mention a few.  With such increasingly new global trading 
trend, it comes with unprecedented challenges with which member states are to face and 
thus to sort out effective and efficient trade remedies that are applicable for both import 
and export countries. The concentration on trade remedy mechanisms in general, and on 
anti-dumping investigations and measures in particular, was the key theme in the discussion 
at the Seoul International Forum on Trade Remedies 2016, where my colleagues from GSIS 
and I attended on 19th May 2016. Trade remedies, under the WTO term, are policy tools 
that allow the government to proceed with counteractive action against imports which can 
harm a domestic industry, and such is involved but not limited: ‘actions taken against dump-
ing--selling at an unfairly low price; subsidies and special countervailing duties to offset the 
subsidies; and emergency measures to limit imports temporarily, designed to safeguard do-
mestic industries’3. Rather than describing the conversation of the forum, these are insights 
from some GSIS students who took part in this forum:

Kaykhaing Kyaw, IT, Myanmar 
“We got knowledge about current situation in world trade: global production is high and de-
mand is low so countries sell their products with cheap price. So importing countries injure 
from trade even powerful countries like US, EU and China. Although they also practice trade 
remedies measures, they need to modify their practices for new challenges. They pay atten-
tion on that matter. Moreover, we knew what are the current challenges facing by countries 
in their trade remedy systems, what they are doing and they need to find better ways to 
solve these problems.” 

El Amine Ghezal, IT, Algeria 
“Under the WTO Antidumping Agreement, any member that uses the policy must create 
an administrative procedure to investigate demands for antidumping protection and before 
a government can impose a definitive antidumping import restriction, the Agreement also 
requires that its administrating authority solicit and collect substantial economic evidence 
to confirm that market conditions and behavior of foreign exporters satisfy technical, 
WTO-mandated legal criteria. And this subject was the main issue of Seoul International 
Forum on trade remedies 2016 which was organized by the Korea Trade Commission today, 
where economic experts from different countries presented their governments experiences 
in dealing with the Antidumping.”   

1
TPP stands for the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

2
TTIP stands for the Transatlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership  

3 
World Trade Organization (WTO), accessed [online] 
from 
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/
tif_e/agrm8_e.htm 

2016 Seoul Forum Seoul International Forum 
on Trade Remedies 2016

Samith Vatnakoudom
IDC/Cambodia

Reporter: 

Li Lin
IB / China

Reporter: 
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He gave the example of the bomb attacks in Sarinah, Jakarta several years ago. However, 
he said that he was proud of the Indonesian people who were not going to be easily intimi-
dated by such an event. Although Indonesia has more than 400 ethnic groups speaking more 
than 700 living languages, Indonesians unite under the motto of “harmony in diversity”, 
he added. After the award ceremony, the event continued with a dialogue that was led by 
Professor Dong Yeon Kim (President of Ajou University) as the moderator. President Widodo 
shared various anecdotes and stories with the students. 
One student asked about what would be the President’s advice to the younger members 
of the audience. The President encouraged them to be adventurous and to be open to new 
experiences stating “If you want to be smart, vacation time should not only be used to 
play gadgets” but that “experience, such as the learning of animation, fashion, and digital 
economy” are important because “In the future, the digital economy will be a huge market” 
and “this is the future for young people because everyone will sell their products using IT 
applications”. President Jokowi also emphasized the importance of communication between 
leaders, stressing the “era of Asia” and “development of Asia”. 
Based on mutual communication, he suggested, “the development of politics, economy, 
and society in Asia can be accomplished.” Furthermore, the President said that the most 
important issue for all countries in Asia is improving connectivity between countries, both in 
the form of infrastructure and relationships between people. This means that “The difficulty 
experienced by a country should be solved jointly” so that more “integration is needed, both 
economic integration and political integration and socio-cultural. I believe Asia could be 
stronger if their countries do it”, he concluded, which also reflects the views of the current 
South Korean government. The momentous event ended with a photo-session with the Gov-
ernor of Gyeonggi-do Province, the Mayor of Suwon City, the President of Ajou University, 
the President of AJA, and Indonesian students attending the event.

On Tuesday, May 17th 2016, the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Mr. Joko Widodo, 
ended his state visit to South Korea by visiting Ajou University. This was a source of great 
pride for Ajou University to be chosen as a stopping point by a busy and distinguished Head 
of State from one of Korea’s key partners in the Asia-Pacific. The Asia Journalist Association 
(AJA) and Ajou University co-hosted the President’s talk under the title “Game-changing 
revolution with young people”. He came to Ajou University accompanied by four cabinet 
ministers. President Joko Widodo and his entourage were greeted by an audience of more 
than 500, including the Governor of Gyeonggi-do Province (Mr. Nam Kyung-pil), the Mayor of 
Suwon City (Mr. Yeom Tae-young) various businesspeople and officials, Indonesian students, 
citizens of Korea, Korean students, and journalists. 
The President received an award from the AJA ‘for developing Indonesia as the role model 
country for economical reforms’. In his award acceptance speech, the President shared his 
experiences when starting his career in politics. He said that he started his political career 
as Mayor of Solo City in 2005. He stressed that his career cannot be separated from what 
he termed ‘blusukan’ which translates as ‘management by walking around.’ 
He said, ‘’Everybody in the office of the Solo City Mayor gave me different answers. Many of 
them even told me some irrational things. So finally, I said why don’t we just ask (people) di-
rectly?’’ The President emphasized that going straight to the source of a problem and talking 
directly with people are key to finding solutions. He stated that through ‘blusukan’ “learning 
to be a listener is very important” because “With hearing then we will know the real prob-
lems in society. That is where we can take the right policy. I always walk out to reach to the 
people, talk with them, and then they give me back exactly-right solutions. In fact, if I may 
be honest, partially solving problems have come from the community, not from me.” The 
President said that the Indonesian government considered extremism and radicalism as the 
most pressing and serious issue. 

Albert Rahmat Asbar
KOICA 12th / Indonesia

Visit by President of Indonesia to 
Ajou University

Reporter: 
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The second round table was held under the theme STEAM. Steam is 
an interdisciplinary learning model that offers opportunities for creat-
ing sustainable models of consumption. STEAM is not easily assessed 
by young scholars in the developing countries and in particular for 
girls. The third roundtable was held on the theme Children and Youth; 
tomorrow’s global Citizens today. The sole aim of this roundtable was 
to galvanize global commitment to ensure that all girls and boys get 
twelve years of free, publicly funded education. It also centred on 
discussing concrete ways to ensure quality education for the youths. 
The last roundtable on the theme, global citizens as stewards of the 
planet; energy environment and climate change. Chaired by Mr Leon-

zo Barreno, the roundtable explored why cultivating empathy and a scientific appreciation 
for the natural world must be at the core for education for global citizenship.  The special 
roundtable was on the theme Local Development and poverty Eradication for Global citizen. 
This roundtable was geared towards sharing the Saemaul Undong experience from Korea 
and other developing countries as a case study in eradicating poverty and Nation building 
I support of sustainable development goals. The Saemaul Undong experience emphasized 
on Poverty eradication, improvement of health services and child care, empowerment of 
local community leadership and intergenerational leadership, women’s participation in 
the community and lastly micro financing for villages. The last session of this conference 
was subdivided into 4  workshops to which I participated to the second on the theme The 
United Nations development goals in Asian: 
Realising human rights: promoting peace and 
protecting our planet. The workshop centred 
on the idea of assessing, analysis and next 
action to guarantee Goals after the year of 
activities and a number of countries in every 
region of the world was selected. In this 
workshop, the panellist agreed that much 
focus should be given to the indigenous 
people and the case of the Khmer- Krom of 
Mekong, Delta was illustrated. Conclusively, 
I would say that the conference was a great 
opportunity for NGO and IDC students to 
acquire further knowledge and experience. 
It continue to give a chance for advocate of 
development to build capacity and seek real 
time solutions to sustainable development 
and hopefully the Gyeongju action plan will 
be adopted and implemented to achieving 
the SDGs. No matter what the case may be, 
2030 leaves us with much hope.

The 66 UNDPI NGO conference was held in the city of Gyeongju which is located south 
Eastern part of the Korean peninsula Divided into three-day event, the conference was 
held under the theme of Education for Global Citizenship: Achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals Together. GSIS students from IDC/NGO attended the opening and closing 
ceremonies, 4 roundtables with special roundtable introducing Saemaul Undong experience 
from Korea. We also had an interactive Town hall conference and numerous workshops 
prepared by participants. In the free time, we were able to look around various exhibitions 
that introduced different NGOs. Organized in cooperation with the UN Department of Public 
Information Non-Governmental Organization (DPI/NGO) Executive Committee, the NGO com-
munity, the Government of the Republic of Korea and the National Organizing Committee of 
Korea, the 66th UN DPI/NGO Conference will be held under the theme, ‘Education for Global 
Citizenship: Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Together’. Rooted in SDG 
4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportu-
nities for all), the Conference sought to harness strategies, expertise and resources across 
the widest spectrum of civil society to unleash a range of education initiatives that ensure 
inclusive, safe and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities 
for all. In addition to opening and closing plenary sessions, the Conference will include 
interactive roundtables, workshops, exhibits and side events. The opening ceremony which 
was chaired by the UN Secretary-General Ban, ki-Moon, consisted of four round tables and 
one special round table. The first round table was held on the theme, the right to Accessi-
ble, safe and inclusive learning spaces. This session explored how the education community 
can ensure that all individuals have the opportunity to learn and grow to their maximum 
potential as stated in goal number 4 of the sustainable development goals. The roundtable 
recommended concrete actions such as training, mentoring, social mobilisation and building 
public awareness on the need for education. 

Buh Njuhu Walters
NGO / Cameroon

66th UN NGO Conference

Reporter: 
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The tree planting organized by the nubi and supported by Ajou University took place on April 
2nd 2016 at Gyeonggi Kwangju with the total turn out northwards of a 100. With climate 
change and global warming making headlines globally following the international summit 
hosted by heads of states from China, UK, US, Russia, India, and a number of Africa coun-
tries like Kenya and Nigeria, the jaw-dropping turnout by students put a stamp of approval 
of the importance of this activity so we asked three set of questions (before, during and 
after) to get personal opinions of the participants. Before getting on the bus we interviewed 
the following students, nicely covered with their themed yellow t-shirts designed specifical-
ly for this  occasion and we got the following reactions;

Q : what do you expect from this trip (goal)?
 Today is my birthday, so I am especially happy to be part of this. I want to make new 
friends and hopefully get to engage in my first planting experience.

Q : Are you excited to be taking part in the tree planting?

 Of course yes. It’s my first time too, so yes!

 I want to do something I have never done with my classmates, so yes. I would love to 
meet new faces too 

Q : what’s the importance of this to you personally?

 It’s just a fun thing to do. Nothing special. Just for fun!

 Man’s activities have given rise to many environmental hazards, so taking part in this 
is a humbling experience for me. At least with this, I can do something positive for our 
planet 

After I got the students reactions while they had lunch, we got on the bus immediately for 
a one hour ride to Gyeonggi, Kwangju, where we had to plant the trees. Students were 
distributed in 10 teams with 10 members per team, with nubis making about a third of each 
team with a group leader who directed students on what to do. After brief instructions from 
the forest officials, we were led in teams up the mountain for the planting proper. During the 
planting, I asked a second set of questions.

Q : Have you ever planted a tree before?
 Never. Just some food crops and flowers, not a tree.

Q : Why do we need trees, why not burn them or cut them all?
 (Laughs) common… Because it gives us air!

Q : Is it worth it getting your hands dirty? 
 Yes of course.

Q : Have you ever planted a tree before?
 Last time I planted a tree was when I was a kid. I think I was 9years old at the time.

Q : Why do we need trees, why not burn them or cut them all?
 Because we are all part of nature. We co-exist, that is; we need trees just as much as 
they need us.

Q : Is this worth getting your hands dirty for? 
 Yes it is

Q : Have you ever planted a tree before?
 Never! This is my first time.

Q : Why do we need trees, why not burn them or cut them all?
 Well, first of all, it’s good to improve air pollution and also it’s really beautiful and this 
activity can help save our planet for better future. 

Q : Was it worth it getting your hands dirty? 
 Sure! 

The planting took roughly an hour or two. Students had fun climbing up the mountains and 
sliding back down. Digging the soil, planting and getting earth dirty. After tools were returned 
and our target of planting 500trees completed, we had a snack break in the bus on our way 
back to school. We stopped at gwanggyo lake and all groups took series of photos which had 
been the trend the entire day and then we walked back to school. Before departing I asked two 
students the third and final set of questions to get their opinions about the trip.

Q : The exercise must be exhausting, will you consider doing this again?
 It’s a good exercise, is always good to move your body around, it keeps you healthy!. I 
will definitely do it again, it’s a great experience to be part of.

Q : You have contributed to protecting our environment, do you feel proud about 
yourself for doing this?

 For sure!, we do so much damage to the environment on a daily basis and we usually 
don’t do much to help it, so even if plating a few trees is only a small piece of work, is 
way much more than doing nothing.

Q : Having participated with NUBI’s together, did you make any new friends? Get to 
know them more? And Still willing to be friends with them after this activity?

 Yes, I met some new NUBI members, made new friends. Hang out with the ones I knew 
before more, and will definitely consider having a friendship with them afterwards.

Q : The exercise must be exhausting, will you consider doing this again?
 exhausting!? Not at all. I will definitely do it again for sure.

Q : You have contributed to protecting our environment, do you feel proud about 
yourself for doing this?

 Yes, totally.
Q : Having participated with NUBI’s together, did you make any new friends? Get to 

know them more? And Still willing to be friends with them after this activity?
 Yes, I did. Actually they visited our hostel yesterday and today has given me yet another  
opportunity to meet them again, get to know them more and hopefully we stay friends 
after this. Atleast that’s my wish. 

Gilsun Ju [Nubi]

Gaineeva Daria
IT / Russia

Quepi Quexada Maijelyn
Koica 12th / Dominican Republic

Ghezal Lamine
Koica 12th / Algerla

Jinsung Paul [NUBI]

Nancy Ahmed
Koica 12th / Egypt

Bauket Maurine Najela
IDC / Cameroon

Kholmatova Malikakhon
IB / Uzbekistan

Iwejuo Uche Kingsley
IDC / Nigeria

Cueva Zuniga Juan Jose
Koica 12th / Ecuador

NUBI Activity: Tree planting
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Special Lecture I by Dr. Cho, Won-Dong

On April 1, 2016, there was leadership and ethic special lecture workshop conducted by GSIS 
where Dr. Cho, Won-Dong, a professor and staff of Chungang University and Korea Institute of 
Public Finance was invited as guest speaker. 
The discussed topic of the lecture was ‘How to Finance Development? : The Korean Model of 
Development Planning’. The workshop was conducted as 1.5hrs of lecture deliberation and half 
an hours of question answer session. 
There were three main things emphasized in the special lecture, such as, what do 5 years plan 
means to Korea?, What constitutes Korea’s Development Planning?, and How to finance the 
development plan? There might be a lot of answer to these 3 core questions based on different 
people’ opinions and perspectives, however Professor Dr. Cho explained expressed acceptable 
opinion based on his research. 
The workshop explained 5 years plan of Korea as about how the Korean president in each one 
official term plans to do and achieve during that 5 years. Nevertheless, some presidents even 
planned for more than 1 official term, which is more than 5 years, to achieve one special plan 
which resulted in a great benefits to citizens. Nonetheless, the Korean economic development 
plan consists of 4 characteristics including flexibility, strong implementation, coordination and 
participatory consultation. 
These 4 characteristics leads a strong transfiguration of planning with development. Last but 
not least, “the core message of how a country can finance their development is our own self” as 
professor emphasized. To finance and budget the five year planning Korea used 3 popular ways- 
aid, foreign loans and tax revenue. 

To achieve what we have planned, finance is one of the crucial thing which we cannot overlook. 
Professor took us to short flashback of financial and economic history of South Korea. Korean 
government have tried all these three ways. The aid from developed countries became one of 
the good sources, but there was a limit for the amount of fund, so it restricted the development 
process and speed of Korea. 
The second way was to get the foreign loans, but it was completely failed even though the 
Korean government announced their guarantee against the loan. While a country was poor, in-
vestors afraid believing much based on the announcement as they believed it was just an unreal 
promise. Therefore, the Korean government used the third way to finance their development 
with a strong and strict implementation tax revenue collection. 
Only when Korea got stronger on their own due to their tax revenue, there were more and more 
investors coming to give loans to domestic corporations, such as, Samsung, LG, etc. Thus, Korea 
tried helping themselves first before they could get the fund through the foreign aid as they be-
lieve when Korea is strong, then they can trust the guarantee.
Active participation of participants make question answer session more interactive. Lots of 
questions were aroused and interesting interaction between professor and participants sum up 
the lecture. To sum up for this special lecture, me as a participant can learn and understand the 
core messages regarding how to finance the development in a country. 
Those core messages are not just applicable for the country development, but also individual 
level. It is a meaningful and strong advice that we have to build and develop our competencies 
and skills first before relying on other people’ helps. Also we can translate in another motiva-
tional way that when we are only strong, then we can somehow depend more on other people’ 
help.             

Leadership & Ethics Workshop 
Special Program

Yout Pagna   
IB / Cambodia
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This is a unique and elaborate designed survey especially prepared for our topic of this 
edition “Choice” for the purpose of finding out how different students respond to the same 
controversial questions. Controversial questions, by definition, have the possibility of arous-
ing different emotions, even totally opposite emotions, from people of different cultures, 
academic backgrounds, gender and other variable factors. 
With this study purpose, we designed a survey among GSIS students on May 18th during 
class breaks in the Global Lounge. Firstly we introduced the topic to the participants and 
encouraged students to join our activity. The students chose randomly from 9 questions 
(see in red highlights below) from the front desk and then were directed to find 11 kinds 
of emotions at the tables to describe their feelings. We asked them to write down their 
response on the correspondent color papers we prepared. At the end of each session we 
took pictures of the participants. The 11 emotions were as follows: furious, fear, shocked, 
upset, disturbing, not interested, mixed-feelings, hilarious, fascinated, looking-forward and 
thought-provoking and students’ responses to controversial questions were quite different 
from each other. The first question was that ‘The ONLY purpose of animals is for them to be 
used for scientific or commercial testing.’ 
As to this question, one student felt that this was disturbing since animals should not be 
used only for scientific or commercial test, but also for social status and cultural fulfillment. 
Another student looking forward, believed that there might be a way that we can use ani-
mals for scientific testing but maybe not in hurting or killing them in the process.  Question 
No. 3 was that ‘Laws can NEVER reduce the possession of guns.’ Since this is a very contro-
versial question, students’ emotions varied from not interested, to shock and thought-pro-
voking. The debate between the right to self-defense (stand your ground) versus unlawful 

purposes were issues raised by Cameroonian and Egyptian students 
as thought provoking. Some other Cameroon students found it really 
shocking because guns abuse natural rights and freedom, while a 
Uzbek student noted that this is not a major issue because there is so 
much violence in the world, that guns are not the core of the problem 
but maybe a symptom of deeper problems.
With the random question chosen “The US is mobilizing for possible 
war against North Korea. How do you feel?” 6 recipients had totally 
opposite emotions. One Cameroonian student felt fear since war 
would lead to much destruction, while one student from Nigeria 
looked forward since he believes North Korea is a threat to world 
peace. 4 students had mixed feelings on this. Even though they don’t 
like what North Korea has been doing, they emphasised that war is 
not a solution and will make things worse, although the US should also 
stop imposing its ideology to other countries and that peace talk is the 
best choice all the time.
As to question 5, ‘wearing uniforms increases INDIVIDUALITY’ there 
were different sets of emotions. All the participants believed that 
wearing uniform brings a feeling of belonging and togetherness.  Some 

students added that a uniform is also a matter 
related to cleanliness and hygiene as it gener-
ates among students, a wish to maintain the 
new state of uniform. 
Meanwhile one Cameroonian student made a 
further elaboration to the question noting the 
issue of the individuality between students of 
the same school or among different schools. 
He emphasized that to further think in oppo-
site ways to the different dressing codes also 
increases individuality as it creates a feeling 
of being different and unique. In the case of 
question No.6, ‘the death penalty INCREASES 
crimes’, three set of emotions followed up with 
5 participants. All students agreed against the 
statement that the death penalty increases crime. Participants accepted that people cherish 
life so are not ready to engage in criminal activity that results in death penalty. Regarding 
question 7, ‘NOT everyone should be allowed to go to university’ students displayed a variety 
of emotions especially as the question had a personal effect on them. From a Chinese stu-
dent calling this ‘a right’ to a student from Cameroon standing by the question stating that 
it simply is not always affordable so why should anybody care or worry anyway. I found the 
contrast fascinating, especially when compared with Ecuadorian students’ who were nega-
tive toward the mere use of the word ‘allowed’. 
There was a very mixed opinion for question number 8. ‘A Trump Presidency will lead to 
world PEACE.’ There were three opinions, with two agreeing and one disagreeing. Beside 
lots of criticism, students believe in him as a realistic, direct and confident leader with a 
commitment in his words. Some believed he will engage in domestic matters only and will 
stop engaging in foreign affairs. Meanwhile going against the statement one student said 
it would just give rise to more unrest in the world. Also, another exchange of three sharp 
emotions were displayed by students when it came to the issue of obesity. The Ghanaian 
student thought it was a choice and so people have a variety of choices to tone it down, 
giving some recommendations like exercises and diet. The student from China was more 
jovial, suggesting that people should be allowed to have their own lifestyle choices because 
food is delicious and we can only have it while we live.  This take was toned down by the 
Cambodian student who said that we should be careful or else we know what happened to 
the Titanic. Um, ok?! These three takes on the question were truly glorious.Lastly, the tasty 
(or not so tasty) approach to vegetarianism was balanced by a male and female student. He 
thought, being a vegan is healthy but what if everybody became vegan, what will happen 
to all the animals then, while she showed her mastery in the topic as an environmental stu-
dent, stating all the uses of plans to man. I (Li Lin) am not sure if she was trying to balance 
both, but from their reactions we can perhaps conclude they feel differently about the topic 
but have one goal, protecting the world we live in.

Gazette Activity : 
Controversial? Controversial!

Abduazizov Laziz

Adomah Evans Gyabaah

Anonymous

Assam Joseph Ebai

Bauket Maurine Najela

Bohora Dakendra

Ekwembwe Mebune Rocky

Ekwembwe Nlende Clarisse

Enow Eyong Aloysius Enow

Fon Augustine Teyong

Fuanyi Peter

G C Kiran

Iwejuo Uche Kingsley

Jam Grace Wawum 

Jiang Yang

Karki Padam

Khan Tauseef

Louis Phillipe Obele Ayukegba

Musasizi Joseph

Nancy Ahmed Mamdouh Hussein Abdelghany

Ngasa Raphael Nomie

Ngome William Ewane

Njinkeng Aminkeng Prisca

Sagar Mohammad Mijanur Rahman

Samith Vatnakoudom

Shrestha Madhukar

Sulemane Umaru

Tebah Claude

Tunyi Vushigho Akongbom

Velda Naku Tanjoh

Vizcaino Leon Diana Vanessa

Zhao Kailin
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What is PTPI?
People to People International was founded in 1965 by former U.S. President, Dwight D. Ei-
senhower, who stated the mission of the organization was “to enhance international under-
standing and friendship through cultural, educational, and humanitarian activities involving 
the exchange of ideas and experiences directly among peoples of different countries and 
diverse cultures”.
In Korea, the first chapter was established in Chuncheon, Gangwon Province, in 1965. For 
over fifty years it has advocated PTPI’s vision: “Our vision is that a cross-cultural network of 
engaged and knowledgeable everyday citizen leaders will be an active force in creating and 
sustaining a more peaceful world”

What is Lee Kwang Soo Scholarship?
GSIS offers the Lee Kwang Soo Scholarship supported by Lee Kwang Soo accountant every 
semester to students who were participated in PTPI activities during the previous semester. 

Qualifications are as follow:
- Applicants are required to participate in the PTPI activities during the previous semester.
- Applicants are required to get a reference letter from Prof. Young Kyun, Song.
- Applicants should be self-supporting students of the GSIS programs.
- Beneficiaries are required to submit the PTPI report at the end of semester.
- Every semester 3 students are selected as the recipients of the Lee Kwang Soo Scholarship.

If you want to join in PTPI, please contact Prof. Song.

People
To
People
International

Interview

 Being a student representative is not just about responsibility or duty. It’s an opportunity 
for me to grow, to learn from others, for me to go beyond my comfort zone and see how much 
more I can achieve and be useful. It’s always a wonderful feeling I get whenever students 
come to me with problems and I am able to help them. I feel happy and satisfied. With so 
many students in the IB department, sometimes it’s kind of disappointing when I am not able 
to contact and be in touch with each one personally. Many students prefer to stay in a friend 
circle of their own country which has developed into a sense of ‘groupism’ and its difficult to 
bring all students together as one IB family. In some cases students don’t like to discuss their 
problems which I feel is like a hurdle in my journey as a student representative. Whatever the 
situation, up until now, I have been enjoying, learning and growing with my department. There 
are so many tough times, times where feeling of helplessness surrounds us, managing our day 
to day life becomes frustrating. No matter how dark the cloud is, one can always try to see the 
silver lining beyond that darkness. That’s what I have experienced from my journey to Ajou and 
as student representative. I hope at the end all these responsibility and tough time will turn me 
into a more beautiful and stronger person.

 Getting elected to this position was truly an honor and it soon became clear that it was 
more than that, it was a duty. I was responsible for all the new students and had to multi task 
my self to be able to meet everyone’s needs without leaving behind anyone with the feeling 
of being neglected. From emails to face to face communications, I was expected to have all 
the answers to their questions which I didn’t and sometimes it was in fact frustrating. As for 
common problems, whether it was a broken printer that simply couldn’t function or a course 
students couldn’t pick up during the specified sign-up period or a professors lecture students 
didn’t get… to an extent, some of these issues were solved during our first departmental 
meeting with a majority being settled out-of-the-book by one-on-one counseling which proved 
to be very efficient. As for the drawbacks, the lack of will on students part to attend school 
functions like the meeting I just mention or extra-curriculars like nubi activities which both 
recorded very low attendance, but for the NUBI tree planting at Gyeonggi Kwangju which set 
a whopping 100+ participation of students, office staffs and NUBI’s.  To conclude, it’s been a 
challenge but I am loving the ride so far and looking forward to a bright and successful end 
of the semester and I would like to thank the administration for giving me this opportunity to 
exercise my leadership skills. 

 It was a privilege when I was voted student representative; haven realized the confidence 
my fellow students had bestowed on me to represent them. I soon realized the responsibility 
I was conferred with and became motivated to be able to meet up to the requirements of my 
newly bestowed responsibilities. The experience has been incredible and I have been able to 
make a meaningful, positive impact on the students. The level of inter personal communication 
and relationship with the students is also great. I am particularly thrilled by how many of my 
peers would come up to me for clarification on particular issues. From what courses to register 
to other issues like how to man oeuvre the portal and e-class, as well as other general survival 
tips about studying in Korea. However, the cumbersome number of students has also made it 
difficult to be able to attend to most students issues as I find myself with too much to attend to 
and sometimes find myself unable to attend to most of them. The experience is, notwithstand-
ing, one I am relishing and look forward to carrying out my details to the best of my ability.

Student Representative Interview

Poornima Thapa                                                    
IB Student Representative

Nepal

Ebie Cyril Napa                                                    
IT Student Representative

Cameroon.

Abie Abia                                                    
NGO / IDC Student Representative

Cameroon
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Please introduce yourself to our readers?
 Hi, my name is Nathan Namaliu; I am from Papua New Guinea, a country in the South 
Pacific region bordering the Indonesia, Australia and the Solomon Islands. I am currently 
undertaking Master’s Degree in International Trade. I work for the Department of Foreign 
Affairs as a Foreign Service Officer.

How did you first hear about this scholarship program?
 I first heard about the KOICA Scholarship Program through my superiors working in collabo-
ration with a Korean Embassy staff in my country who encouraged me to apply.

Is Ajou giving you satisfactorily the education and skill you hoped to achieve 
while studying here? 

 It has been a privilege to be enrolled at Ajou University, one of South Korea’s leading 
universities in terms of research. I am content with the knowledge and skills I have ac-
quired so far and also the opportunity it provided to experience the Korean way of life.

How can you describe your life in korea? (Difficult, ok, or perfect) please state why.
 Although it took me awhile to settle in, I managed to adapt by learning to speak and write 
basic Korean which helped a lot in finding my way around. I have also made many friends 
from different parts of the world. Many of whom have never heard about my country.

Please explain to our oversea readers about GSIS?
 Ever since my arrival in South Korea, the academic staff from the GSIS office have been 
really helpful and supportive in terms of information-sharing and quick response by 
staffs to serve the interest of all international students. Their support has made it easier 
for me to settle in and feel at home.

Please introduce yourself to our readers.
 My name is Oyunsaikhan. I’m from Mongolia. A specialist of Heavy Industry Policy 
department of Ministry of Industry of Mongolia and now studying in IT department, of 
GSIS.

How did you first hear about this scholarship program?
 Koica office in Mongolia sent a formal letter to my ministry. Also there were so many 
brochures about the Koica scholarship programs in my ministry. So I had quite enough 
information about this.

Is Ajou giving you satisfactorily the education and skill you hoped to achieve 
while studying here?

 Yes, it is. I am really thankful for Koica and Ajou for giving me this opportunity to study in 
Korea.

Interview

Namaliu Nathan Boxing
KOICA 12th / Papua New Guinea

Damdinsuren Oyunsaikhan
KOICA 12th / Mongolia

KOICA 12th Interview 

How can you describe your life is korea? (Difficult, ok, or perfect) please state why?
 For me, it is perfect. The weather, environment, our university, everything is perfect. My 
country is so cold. It is still snowing in my country even now. Koreans are polite and 
have made many good friends from all over the world here, this is the main reason why I 
like living in Korea as well.

Please explain to our readers oversea about the GSIS.
 I can say GSIS staffs are the most polite and most responsible people in Korea. And our 
school has good facilities, and there are so many good professors in my school. In con-
clusion, I am very satisfied with my school.

Please introduce yourself to our readers.
 My name is Laziz Abduazizov from Uzbekistan where I work as: Chief Officer at the Min-
istry for Foreign Economic relations, Investments and Trade and am currently pursuing 
my Master’s degree in International Trade.

How did you first hear about this scholarship program?
 I first heard of the Scholarship program through a letter from KOICA to our Ministry 
meant for government employees of which I was eligible.

Is Ajou giving you satisfactorily the education and skill you hoped to achieve 
while studying here?

 Indeed I am happy that I am receiving quality education provided by my Professors in all 
the aspects. We interact freely with them and are taught from both theoretical and prac-
tical approaches which prepares us amply for, the trading and business world.

How can you describe your life is Korea? (Difficult, ok, or perfect) please state why?
 Before I arrived in Korea for the program, I was a bit worried like any new person would 
be, imagining how life will be in a different country but with the friendly people around, I 
am enjoying my life in Korea, for I feel at home. It is just the perfect kind of setting for my 
studies.

Please explain to our readers overseas about the GSIS
 The GSIS at Ajou University is one of the top international schools in Korea. The school 
plans and manages our studies in a very convenient manner including organizing special 
lectures from visiting experts who provide us with real life solutions to everyday chal-
lenges. GSIS also arranges for us field trips to various institutions and companies where 
we get to see how things are made and appreciate the real world. I am truly proud of 
being part of the Graduate School of International Studies at Ajou University and coming 
here was one of the best decisions I have ever made.

Abduazizov Laziz
KOICA 12th / Uzbekistan
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GSIS Alumni interview

Could you introduce yourself to our GSIS students as a 
successful graduates, for example your major, the field of 
your current working company?

 I have a long history with South Korea and especially Ajou 
University. In this case the most logical choice for a purely 
technical engineer is to go for business and management 
skills, thus the natural choice was the GSIS MBA Interna-
tional Business cursus. And this is how I came back to AJOU 
University GSIS. After my graduation, I came back again 
France, always keeping in mind that I would like to come 
back to Korea. 

What do you feel about Ajou University’s life and which 
do you like the most?

 Being from French automotive industry, I can say that Ajou University is the favorite Uni-
versity. This global influence represents for me the biggest asset of AJOU University. 
In university there is academic knowledge and AJOU offers one of the best and leading 
lectures but also the human knowledge is important in a globalized country. And in fact 
being in contact with so many people from various culture and country was for me the 
most valuable experience of my life. 

Could you introduce yourself to our GSIS students as a 
successful graduates, for example your major, the field of 
your current working company?

 My name is Jin Yi, I am majoring in IB department and I am 
currently working at Samsung Pharmacy, which is a phar-
maceutical company, I am now mainly focus on the Chinese 
business, which include investment and partnership with 
Chinese companies.

As a successful alumni, could you give some advice for 
current GSIS students, either academic life or Korea life?

 Personally, I think it’s really important for foreign students to 
learn Korea language. For academic part, make friends with 
alumni or students who already took the class, so it really 

help you to know more and answer the questions about the courses. As to Korea life, If 
you want to work in Korea, firstly, make sure you get the Korean language certificate, 
secondly, always keep an eye on the job information, make a lot of friends that can help 
and give you a lot of information about job in Korea.

Li Lin
IB / China

Interviewer

Meert Thibault
(Alumni in 2013)
IB / France
Working at the Voleo 

Company
 / Project Engineer

Interviewee

Interviewee

Jin Yi
(Alumni in 2016)                                                         
IB / China
Working at the Samsung 
Pharmacy Company
/ Chinese Business 
Department

Theme Article

Nowadays, youngsters play an more and more important role in our society, and at the same 
time, there are more and more choices for them to choose, which will be influence their 
life. But with an overall protection, many youngsters do not have a clear understand about 
how to choose their job after entering into society. Concerned about the culture and history 
of China, there is an old saying ＂do not act hastily or rashly＂ which means that you need to 
have a clear plan or know its advantages and disadvantages before you act. However, in my 
opinion, right now in China, we cannot obey these rules completely, what we need and lack 
is an impulsion, which is aimed to remove their confusion about their job. Impulsion here 
is based on some principles. Choosing a job that you are interested in impulsively will not 
hinder your experience and toughening if you realize that this job is not suitable for you lat-
er. Marx said that teenagers should strive for the happiness of human society even though 
sacrificing their own happiness, which is the core of collectivism. But on my view, the Sav-
iors is not needed, it is the right choice for youngsters that choosing every jobs and doing all 
efforts without harming national interest and permitted by laws.

Tang Tating
IB / China

Choice

I am often asked “Why are you studying?” Or “Are you working now?” But I have had difficulty 
telling reasons since my thoughts, situations, and even generation differ from my classmates. 
I decided to give answer through this Gazette as it seems open platform for me to share my 
experiences. Now, let me take you to flash back of Korean history and it’s connection to my 
choice. On 1979, political and economic messes occurred; the assassination of the President 
Park Jung Hee and the military coup by General Chun, and the second oil shock. Nonetheless, 
the economy of Korea grew very fast in 1980s. With this economic growth, the civilian president 
Kim Young-Sam was elected in 1993. His globalization policy of companies incurred a debt, 30 
billion USD from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) which claimed new laws including very 
high interest rate without limitation. After the IMF crisis, each Korean followed the world-wide 
situations and rules, as a result the implicit rules in Korea collapses dramatically. Ever since I am 
interested in domestic and international economics. The financial crisis in 2008 occurred when 
I earned my doctorate. In spite of this hardship, luckily I enjoyed developing solar cell. As time 
goes on, the technology trends changed from green technology to internet of things and bio. 
Although I can directly research on those subjects, I wanted to contribute to commercialization 
of research results through the knowledge of company by studying management. In any case, 
why I am studying MBA is a kind of a society phenomenon in Korea similar to that of developed 
countries appeared several decade ago, where peoples learn and study something after retire-
ment or self-education for job. A good chance was given to me and was recommended by both 
our company and Gyeonggi province. Hence, I gratefully choose GSIS since the location of Ajou 
University is convenient. Most importantly, I want to possibly communicate my experience and 
knowledge of engineering to you guys. Finally, all you have is a good luck on your endeavor.

Dong-Hwan Jun
IB / Republic of Korea
Korea Advanced Nano Fab Center / PhD

Why I choose GSIS??
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What do you know about South Korea? The simplest answer you get is: Samsung. True even 
for me but changed totally now that I live here. KOICA-Ajou university scholarship was a 
very important deviation in my life because; it provided my first travel experience abroad 
which took me to a country with a totally different life style, traditions, religion from mine. 
In other words, coming here was a wise decision I took. During my stay In Korea, I’ve expe-
rienced many things, for example: meeting new people from different countries. It’s like a 
small world village here and making friends from different cultures teaches me how to re-
spect others, while building a strong relationship with them which replaces your family you 
left behind. When I was a high school student, I had a simple wish in life; that every person 
should be able to get a respectful job and create a family. Well now that I got this job as a 
government officer and created a family, is that all? After arriving Ajou University, I thought 
again about my precious wish, but I was a little bit wrong, because I discovered that I have 
a lot of capacities to improve and share them with people. Being in Korea is a good for peo-
ple like me who come from a developing country because; a US General once said of Korea: 
“This country has no future, this country will not recover even after 100 years”. But the will 
of the people who believed in their country, made dust of that statement. So I think, it is 
inspiring. The modern documentaries of Korea with high buildings and wide streets added 
to its portfolio in: shipbuilding, nuclear, mobile and automobile industries, motivates me to 
take all what I’ve learned and apply it to my country, for it begins with me not us.

As we all know, choices are a part of our daily life, whether it’s about the simple things like 
what are we going to eat or wear?, what are we going to do?, we are constantly making de-
cisions and choosing the things that we prefer. Some other choices we usually make, related 
to how we decide to live, have impact in our lives. These choices could either be a career, a 
sexual preference, marital status, life style or even a choice of just being happy and open to 
what life has to offer. It’s definitely a bit scary to make the decision of going abroad to study 
for a significant period of time, especially when you are going to a completely different 
place, where you don’t know the language, you don’t know anybody and you are basically 
throwing yourself to an unknown world. Life in Korea has taught me a lot about being more 
independent and has taught me how to respect and love the things that make everybody dif-
ferent. Being exposed and mixed with so many different personalities and cultures the only 
way to enjoy the experience and have new friends is by choosing to open your mind and 
to learn respecting everybody’s believes and opinions. Have you ever heard the saying:”if 
life gives you lemons, get tequila and drink shots”, I encourage you to live with this motto, 
it might sound funny, but if you see it in perspective it can be of great value, meaning that 
whatever comes your way, will always be better if you choose to make the best out of it!.

Choose to make the best of it!

Quepi Quexada Maijelyn
KOICA 12th / Dominican Republic

Theme Article

Ghezal Lamine
KOICA 12th / Algeria

I choose to make the best of it!

A major motivation for many international students is the prospect of studying at a univer-
sity with a strong international reputation. This underlines the continued popularity of study 
destinations such as the US, UK, Australia and Canada, with enormous universities that are 
well-known and respected worldwide. For many international students, the opportunity to 
spend an extended period of time immersed in a culture other than their own is a huge part 
of the appeal of studying abroad for students with international experience and intercul-
tural skills are highly valued by many employers. Studying abroad is certainly not always a 
cheaper option; indeed, for many (if not most) it is more expensive to study abroad than it 
would have been to stay closer to home. However, this of course depends on an individual 
students’ study destination choice. Nepal like many Central Asian nations has a large and 
growing student select to study abroad with South Korea, Japan, Australia and the US 
as their preferred destination choice because, only 1% of the country’s higher education 
institution offer post-graduation level degrees. The recent earthquake and aftermath had a 
profound impact on the country’s socio-economic systems, so while Nepal had been working 
its higher education system, it’s likely that outward-bound student numbers will continue 
to increase for the foreseeable future. Students who have chosen to study abroad will be a 
valuable resource for the country as it rebuilds and plans for the future.
Finally, studying abroad can be an opportunity for students to establish a really strong 
international professional network with classmates from all around the world, which will 
long outlast the duration of study program. This may be the reason why students choose a 
university with a particularly diverse student community.

Gc Kiran
IB / Nepal

Choice of Studying in Abroad 
Universities

The stock market is basically a market in which shares of publicly held companies are issues 
and traded either through exchanges or over-the-counter markets. However, the price of 
stock can be fluctuated in every second or minutes, or dramatically increase or decrease in 
some period of time, so investors can either make money or loss money because of price’s 
change. Thus, it is the matter of choice and decision to choose which stocks they are going 
to invest in. 
In the general sense, each investor is trying to make rational decisions, which are decisions 
in an efforts to maximize their wealth depending on their level of risk tolerance. However, 
there are a lot of cases that people chooses to make irrational decisions. To sum up, there 
are many ways of stock evaluating and judging in order to invest with an expectation of get-
ting benefits, but it is depending on individual’s choices whether they will follow the rational 
or their emotion and belief which leads to irrational decision. It sounds like a wakeup call 
to investors to control their emotion when they invest in stock market, and also an opening 
guide for them to have more research on how to avoid the irrational decision making.   

Rational Decision in Stock Market

Yout Pagna   
IB / Cambodia
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