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Dear Readers
Once again the production team of the Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS) Gazette welcomes all 
its readers to this 30th edition. We have continuously strived to make this publication exciting and interesting 
to all our readers, hence we spare no effort to make sure we come up with themes, articles, and events which 
marked the semester in GSIS, as well issues of global importance to our readers. The changing landscape of 
global politics is a cause for concern. Our main theme in this edition, therefore, is to find out what has hap-
pened to political leadership and if elections do work anymore. In the same light, we will be looking at the 
growing influence of social media and a lot of other topics and events as seen through the eyes of our various 
contributors.
The question of leadership and undesirable election results makes us reconsider our understanding of demo-
cratic society once more. The year 2016 has been remarkable for a number of interesting and controversial po-
litical and economic events all around the world. The decision of the British voters to exit the European Union 
and the presidential elections in the United States which resulted in the victory of populist billionaire Donald 
Trump made some observers question the legitimacy of the elections and referendums. What can be done to 
reach a consensus when the majority votes account for the 51 percent or less and the minority is not huge 
enough to prevent such results from happening? More interestingly, leaders all around the world are leaning 
towards a nationalist policy while the status of others is under question. An example of the power of such 
populist movements was illustrated at the recent impeachment of Korean president, Park Gun Hye. However, 
one might argue that the president was elected through a majority vote several years ago. This edition has 
made an attempt to highlight the power of such populist movements amongst many other issues. 
After a month of hard work, we are here with a wonderful collection of knowledge and memories. We 
express our gratitude towards Professor Iain Watson for his guidance throughout the process and continuous 
motivation for making this happen in such a short period of time. Our special appreciation goes to Miss Hanna 
Lee and all GSIS staff for the chance to participate in creating this wonderful Gazette full of ideas, and for 
their continuous support and helping us during difficult times. Finally, we would like to state our humble 
appreciation to all the students without whom this magazine would not be possible. We very much appreciate 
your participation even under the extreme pressure of exams. While hoping you enjoy the fruits of our hard 
work, your inquiries, criticisms, and appreciation will be heartily welcomed. 
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As Trump himself said, an election against Bernie Sanders would have been much more difficult for him. This did not mean that the 
electorate was racist or parochial. It just meant that the electorate was not going to fall for an absurdity that somehow because a vice-
Presidential candidate could speak Spanish then it was assumed that the Democrats were going to get Spanish speaking votes in key 
states. The more Trump was vilified and tweeted his incredibly crass comments, the more people realized he could bring the elite party 
crashing down. CNN remarked that Trump is also part of the elite and this was a contradiction for those in the lower middle classes to 
vote for him. 
But the response was an almost ‘we don’t care, we have nothing to lose’ and a ‘if Trump can unsettle them then that’s fine with us’ and 
‘the more Trump crassness the better frankly.’ Democracy at the moment seems to be less about addressing the issue of how the system 
coughs up its options and can end up with incredibly disliked candidates. With the summer’s Brexit decision, of which I wholeheartedly 
applauded, millions such as I didn’t buy into the elite-led narratives of impending doom and reliance on ‘big data’ and it is clearly time to 
recast the whole liberal-conservative trade off. 
For me Brexit is about a genuine globalization, opening up to countries outside the EU and not discriminating against non-EU citizens. Nor 
did I buy the false choice in a lot of liberal academia and media of having to be either pro-EU or being xenophobic and anti-immigration. 
This choice was clearly conjured up by the champagne socialists and Conservative elites. 
As we have talked in class, 2016 is also the first year of the SDG era. These era’s seem premised on the ‘15’ year rule, near enough to be 
realistic, far away enough to absolve any genuine responsibility. We have the billionaire investors pontificating, telling us all ‘it’s ok’! The 
world is in good shape, mmmmm…Certainly it’s in good shape for the likes of them. So we were also subject to the coterie of celebrity 
academics still jet-setting around the various global bubble conferences, visiting communities ‘to see for themselves’, and then with the 
‘big brother’ benevolent smile, pontificating on ending world poverty. In my view the hypocrisy of this is beyond satire now and this to me 
is the more worrying trend of 2016. 
Political leaders are actually playing out, unintentionally it would seem, satire from 1980s British comedy sketches, for real and with 
no obvious self reflection or deprecation. No, they genuinely believe it! It’s a kind of what the French philosopher Jean Baudrillard once 
called ‘hyperreality’ where the simulation and copy has now become the new reality. The latest issue seems to be the ‘post-truth’ world, 
concerning and disconcerting, but, on the other hand, when journalists from the major news networks complain no one is reading their 
work, might this not be a sign of a new age of liberation from orthodoxy and an intensification of liberalism. On a more parochial matter, 
as I write this on December 9, President Park was impeached earlier today. 
This was seen to be a result of ‘people power’ and weekly protests highlighted as uniquely nonviolent. The whole episode just reeks 
of party politics in Korea. Some are getting rather excited, for me it’s just plain boring. The structure of the political system remains in 
tact, probably reinforced. And there wasn’t really much to get violent about, surely. Firstly, the administration anyway was voted in as a 
democratic presidential election, secondly, 3% of the population involved in protests do not constitute a majority, thirdly there would have 
been change anyway next year in presidential elections. Opinion polls were being used but polls are not elections or referendums.  
I have now started re-reading Kafka’s ‘The Trial’ again. I think it is very appropriate. The Machiavellian liberals, totally oblivious to the 
irony, are also complaining that the poor old Chaebols have been financially exploited by the Blue House! Does any of this really solve 
household debt, youth suicide rates, gender equality and high unemployment? Nope. So we move to 2017. For those of you who have been 
staunch Gazette readers you will have noticed changes to the Gazette over the years.
With the help of staff and student editors we have tried to create a more academic and issue-based Gazette for all students and across 
all departments, focusing on current affairs and reporting important GSIS events. Events highlighted this semester included a DMZ trip, 
the 20th GSIS international symposium and a new report on the Homestay program. The GSIS Facebook site also records all these events 
for posterity. Prof Troy Felver will take up the baton as the next professor editor. I am confident that with his guidance the Gazette will 
continue to grow from strength to strength and provide all Ajou GSIS students in Korea and alumni overseas with a glance into our lives at 
Ajou GSIS.
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Confession time, I’m a West Ham United supporter; apologies to those of you who follow 
the Premier League. The club’s motto is ‘I’m forever blowing bubbles’ and has the ‘just like 
my dreams they fade and die’. I’m upset because our wonderful old stadium was recently 
used in a scene for another ridiculous Hollywood film which meant part of the ground was 
blown up for a ‘bomb scare’ scene. 
The penalty spot on the pitch at Upton Park where I was allowed, before a game in 1986, 
to go onto the pitch and kick a ball into the net on match day in front of my football heroes, 
is sadly no more. It has been dug up by the bulldozers as the club now moves to the London 
Olympic Stadium. 
But sometimes bursting bubbles can represent something more positive, even liberation. 
The global elites’ neoliberal bubble has certainly burst this year, with shock and still a 
reeling from Brexit and from the orange apparition that is the Donald of Trump. Yet the rise 
in national populism has many causes. 
British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson was recently caught on camera quoting Tolstoy, 
making the point that each rise of national sentiment against globalization has its own 
specific causes or as the great Russian put it, “Happy families are all alike; every unhappy 
family is unhappy in its own way.” Many of the European elites are clearly very unhappy. 
But, as in Korea, we must remember also that the structures of power and of global 
capitalism remain intact. 
However, many people across the world have certainly rejected the wisdom of the experts 
and their own peddling myths about the wonders of globalization. The EU represents the 
worn out values of the old Cold War, still bandied around Europe by elite liberals based in 
Brussels, obsessing about their student days of 1989. 
I have noted that in the progressive parties from the US to the EU there is an almost 
instinctive and paradoxical desire for such nostalgia. It is the populists and Conservatives 
who seem to recognize the uncertain future for millions and for those who don’t have 
a Jeffrey Sachs or Ban Ki Moon to visit and save them. As the West begins to unravel 
outdated institutions of power, across the rest of the world, aspirations for democracy seem 
immense. 
As I pointed out to many of my friends during the summer, the EU does not represent liberal 
or even a genuine form of globalization. The EU is discriminatory against non-EU citizens 
(by definition), politically inept and bent on destroying the economic opportunities and 
livelihoods of the youth of Spain, Greece, Ireland and Italy. And that’s just for starters. 
Some bizarre Europhiles still want to make the point that without the EU Germany and 
France will go to war. Oh right! So I’m left wondering, does that make the EU project a 
success then? Maybe it hasn’t gone beyond inter-state conflict and promoted cosmopolitan 
values after all. 
Don’t those critical of the EU actually have more confidence in a union of European states 
than the pro-EU people? After all, you can be a good European without being pro EU, surely? 
Across the pond, it always surprised me when liberals complained that Clinton had not been 
elected to the US presidency, they also missed how much discontent was directed to the 
very values Clinton represented. 

Professor’s 
page

The Bubble has Burst, thankfully
Prof. Watson

Prof. Iain Watson
NGO / IDC 
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It was a happy, exhausted and satisfied delegation of GSIS students that came back to the 
University campus at about 6:30pm from a trip that was generally seen by all as worthwhile. In 
spite of the busy schedule of the semester, more than fifty students took out time to participate 
in the much awaited field trip to the South Korean/North Korean Demilitarized zone, popular 
known as the DMZ. As early as 8:30 am, on that day, 16th of October 2016, an eager crowd 
had started gathering in front of Yulgok Hall which was the meeting point. By 9 o’clock the 
two buses which had been booked for the trip had arrived with the tour guides, sent by the 
organizers of the tour, Suwon city council. The GSIS staff members who were going for the trip 
also could be seen busy making arrangements for the trip, getting water and snacks into the 
buses and making last minute calls to those who were still on their way, just to make sure no 
one was left behind.
The trip from Suwon to Paju took just over an hour and was very exciting as the tour guide 
kept the bus alive with briefs on the sites which were to be visited, recounting his personal 
experiences especially while serving with the Korean army. 
The convoy arrived Paju around 10:55am and the first stop was the Sung Eui shrine, home to 
one of the first dynasties of the Korean Empire. The keeper of the shrine gave a brief history of 
the shrine, its importance to the Korean empire in the past, and the important role those who 
once occupied the beautiful shrine, strategically placed on a hill overlooking a river played in 
the history of Korea. Just like in many shrines around the world, Sung Eui had its laws which 
seemed strange to many of us. For example you had to climb up the steps into the main shrine 
through the left and come out through the right, a law which all visitors were bound to follow.
By the time the visit to the shrine was over, it was lunch time and we were treated to a 
typical Korean cuisine at a restaurant just at the entrance to the shrine. Then came the most 
important part of the trip, the DMZ. It was interesting once we came up to the entrance of 
the main tower of the DMZ. The military routine and rigidness seemed strange to many but 
we had to follow them, after all this was a high security area. Sitting in an oval shaped small 
sized conference hall, we were welcomed and given a brief but précised history of the DMZ 
by a corporal who spoke perfect English, the result, I believe, of the military cooperation with 
the USA. Highlights of his presentation were the year of creation of the Demilitarized zone, 
1953, précising that it covered almost half of the border between North and South Korea, 
covering 250kms and about 4kms wide. Most interestingly, we were all standing at a frontline, 
since both countries remain technically at war until date. The presentation was followed by a 
question and answer session and a photo session.
The next stop in the trip was a visit to a soap factory where we were welcomed and introduced 
to the various techniques of local soap fabrication. At the end of the presentation everyone 
was given the opportunity to make a bar of soap. While the soap needed time to harden up, 
our guides used the opportunity to show us a majestic waterfall close by, Jein falls, which 
despite its low level of water, still looked magnificent because of its height and beautiful rock 
formations. 
By the time the delegation went back to the soap factory, we were all proud producers of 
beautiful perfumed handmade bars of soap. And it was with this note that the tour came to 
an end as the tired students boarded the two buses around 5pm en route to Suwon. And yes, 
though everyone came back tired and exhausted, at the end of the day it was a happy GSIS 
delegation and a trip which no one regretted taking time off to attend.

A TRIP TO THE DMZ

Louis Philippe Obele Ayukegba 
Gazette editor

“Studying abroad is a life-changing experience.” It is probably a very familiar sentence 
to hear, and yes I often nod my head in affirmation. Spending time studying abroad is not 
only a huge step toward greater academic achievement but also contributes to social and 
life skill as well. All the cultural differences, language barrier, and any potential obstacles 
are valuable chances for us to gain unique experiences that we could never receive in our 
homelands. GSIS is aware of this and has been offering a precious cultural opportunity 
called “Host Family Program (HFP)”. 

Excitement is the best adjective to describe my feeling 
when I heard about HFP for the first time. My curiosity 
of Korean life and my desire to improve my Korean 
language skills were my reasons to join this program. 
I immediately registered for HFP to gain the full 
experience.  
Born as the last child in my family makes me want to 
have the role as a big sister. When I was writing my 
application form to GSIS, I made sure to request to be 
in the host family program. Fortunately, GSIS granted 
my wish and paired me with a family that allows me 
to play the role of big sister. I will finally have my own 
little sister!

After orientation, my host family invited me to their house and they picked me up from 
campus. They gave me a warm welcome and we went straight to their house. The first 
thing that caught my attention, when I entered the house was the flags of various countries 
hanging on the living room wall.  Also, there was a huge world map that pointed out every 
country they had visited. But what was even more surprising was the fact that they prepared 
a special gift for me. There was a big board with the picture of the Indonesian flag drawn by 
my little sister and a bracelet that she made as a sign of friendship. I felt so grateful to have 
a cute Korean little sister, like her!
During my time there, we had a really special conversation about how interesting and 
different cultures can be. We also played several interesting games and I found no difficulty 
in getting close with them.  In addition to that, I ate many delicious foods cooked by my host 
mom, Lee Hye Min. I couldn’t be more surprised when she sang a song that she had written 
and dedicated to her husband. She is a very kind-hearted person!  She isn’t just a host 
mother, she is also a big sister that I can rely on.
Being with my host family taught me a lot of lessons. I learned how to respect other people 
from the way they treat a stranger like me. I learned how to express love gently people of 
a foreign culture. They made me realize how important family life is. With all these sweet 
experiences, I will proudly and loudly say that joining GSIS Host Family Program gave 
me so many benefits. Other than the life lessons that I mentioned above, it helped me to 
find perfect resources for practicing my Korean language skills, to have a better cultural 
understanding, and to overcome daily problems as well.  Have you ever heard the saying: “It 
takes a hand to build a house, but only hearts can build a home?” That’s exactly what I got 
from my host family and I can’t wait to have another awesome journey with my new family 
in the upcoming semester!

Host Family program

Maya Metriana
Department of International Business
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Poorni Thapa(Gazette editor, Nepal) : When it comes to abroad study we all get abit sad 
remembering our friends but here in Ajou we all are blessed wit h small group of buddy, we call 
them NUBI. Each semester they organize different program and field trip together with GSIS to 
develop friendship and strong bounding with foreigners and provide a lot of best memories of 
our life. This semester we all travelled to Daebudo also known as “the Hawaii of Ansan” with 
a motto “Lets Dig- Out- Clams”.  The mud flat in western sea of South Korea, which is one of 
the 5 largest mud flats in the world. Especially after the tide’s out, hidden black mud flat comes 
out, which is the most beautiful part of Daebudo. Date for adventure was set for September 24, 
Saturday. Journey start from Ajou main gate at 10:30am.There was 30 participants from GSIS.  
It takes one and half hour to reach our destination.  We ate Kalgook-su in lunch which is Korean 
noodle with sea food, takes picture, dig out clams and went to sunset observatory to enjoy the 
beautiful view of sea and mud flat. After having a lot of fun we came back to Ajou at 5:30 pm. 
Here are some experiences shared by participants:
Roshan Dahal(Nepal) : I enjoyed alot, NUBI trip is always full of fun for me. We went there 
then we hire boots to walk on mud, one of the local residents teaches us how to catch craps 
from mud and I catch many craps. I always love being a part of NUBI activity.
Minju Cho(NUBI vice president) : We always try to get more participants for trip. This kind 
of trip makes it easy to build relation so we always try to make new program. Iam happy that 
everyone enjoyed program and I too enjoyed a lot.
Andie(NUBI member) : I enjoyed digging mud. It was new experience for me and I would like 
to do that again even though it makes us dirty.
Sandro(NUBI member) : I catch maximum number of fish in mud, I even scared other students 
who are scared to catch fish by taking craps near to them, it was a great fun. Participating  
with GSIS students is always fun and we get to learn many new things too. I would love to do 
it again.
Sovanry yout(Cambodia) : This was my first experience digging out mud. I feel hot as it was 
outdoor activity but I really enjoyed it. We even had competition for mud digging and iam 
happy that my team won the competition.
Qingqing(China) : unfortunately I wouldn’t stay there for long time. I had to leave early than 
other due to some personal work but I really enjoyed my few hours with Nubi and other 
student. The view was good and I loved walking along the broad wetland. I couldn’t dig out 
clams but if they organize similar kind of program again then I will surely go again and dig out 
clams and enjoy a lot. Managing so many people and making everyone happy require great 
effort and hard work. You have to overcome different obstacle. Here we include experience of 
organizer and Nubi president:
Wyatt(Nubi president) : Every time Nubi is not same and 18th Nubi is made of several teams 
and each team has different task. Two of these team were planning field trip. Plans were made 
after few meetings by nubi team members. All field trip are planned for increasing friendship 
and collecting good memories of Nubi and GSIS students.  Sometime it’s hard to find the 
similar field of interest between Nubi and GSIS. But this time students are satisfied and there 
was a lot of participant. Sometime due to busy schedule very few students participate. We 
promise to do many things together with GSIS students, I too want to make many memories 
and become friend with many people.

NUBI Activity: DIG-OUT-CLAMS

International Symposium

Nubi Activity

DMZ Field Trip Host Family Program
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Interview

The fierce competition for who to represent the IDC/NGO departments was my first 
challenge   in my quest for the position of a student representative. Surprisingly through the 
votes, I saw the strong desire and confidence of the students on my candidacy. This urged 
me to meet up to the expectations of the students who trusted my agenda. I have always 
seen leadership not entirely as a position or title but a blend of action and example. My 
manifesto was aimed at strengthening the academic life of students while addressing other 
relevant issues. These were my priorities.
My position as a student representative has posed more challenges to me than my previous 
leadership positions. The position has been very demanding time wise, considering the fact 
that I had to do my school work alongside. I have continuously assisted students in their 
academic difficulties by choosing their courses, providing guidelines in writing academic 
term papers and even in their thesis proposals and thesis proper. 
I also created a peer review group for thesis writing students aimed at making thesis 
writing less cumbersome.  Another major challenge was how to deal with the low turnout 
of students for the department meeting. I have addressed this by creating a more friendly 
relationship with students with the aim of addressing this nonchalance. Fortunately, a 
remarkable change was noticed in this area. I have also been on the frontline of the rich 
academic and non-academic schedules of Ajou Graduate School of International Studies. 
I am thankful for all the opportunities I found at the university as it has enhanced both my 
academic, leadership and social bandwidth. 
I will like to thank the students of the most reputable departments in Ajou University 
Graduate school; IDC/NGO departments. I wish you experience the fun and richness of Ajou 
University by being part of Ajou University and its activities. You cannot achieve this just by 
attending classes, you must “Be Active”. I will conclude by saying “thank you” to Ajou GSIS, 
as well as to my comrades in IDC/NGO departments as we continually work for the growth 
and a better Ajou GSIS and IDC/NGO departments.

IT Student representative report 
I would like to begin by thanking all the International Trade Department students for 
conferring their trust in me and giving me the opportunity to be the voice representing each 
and everyone within our department.  Becoming the Student Representative taught me 
many things, but more importantly, it taught me not to second guess myself, when one of my 
friends approached me and suggested to me that I should run for Student Representative, I 
was hesitant, I doubted my ability to handle such a responsibility and everything that comes 
with it; Gladly I didn’t let the voices in my head stop me from pursuing the elections and 
my joy was even greater when I was elected, it reassured me that not only I knew I was 
capable of doing the job but that many others also believed and trusted me to do it.
Personally speaking, becoming a representative allowed me to showcase my leadership 

IDC/NGO student representative 
report

qualities, what I liked the most about the position is that you get to interact with a lot of 
other students in your department that in some other situations you wouldn’t be able to do 
so, because of different schedules or because you are not attending the same classes. I 
was really surprised with the response and attendance we obtained for the first Department 
Meeting, where with had over 60% of the students present for the occasion.  Even though, 
I have to admit that the not so bright side of the job is finding yourself almost pushing 
students to attend not only the meetings but the activities that are organized by the GSIS or 
the NUBI, which is sad to say the least, especially when I believe that the only way to get 
to know people or make friends to make life in Korea more pleasant, is by attending these 
events and mingling with other classmates.
Overall, I wish my time as an IT Student Representative hadn’t been cut so short, there is 
so much more I could have done being in that position and I hope whoever has a chance to 
become the representative in future semesters, comes up with innovative ideas to bring all 
the students from all the GSIS departments together, and who also understands that this is 
a once in a lifetime opportunity not only to become a school leader but to network and gain 
friends from all over the world.

IB student representative report
It was a very great honor for me to be elected as the IB Student representative, especially 
when there are a very few students from the same country. It proves that my fellow students 
have trusted me very much regardless to where we are coming from. To me, it was a great 
experience that I can help my fellow students and office staffs in many ways including 
giving consultant on how to choose subjects, and various problems they faced, assisting 
and helping while they have some difficulties in academic life, as well as trying to build a 
stronger network in the department by different activities. 
While being the student representative, I get to understand and learn a lot from fellow 
students as everyone might has different situations financially and academically and has 
different way to enjoy their life while being on this study journey at Ajou University. I have 
been trying to understand and know everyone in the department, so that at least I can find 
some ways to help or make their life here memorable. 
So far, I am very satisfied as we have a very cooperative staff in GSIS office and students 
in the department that are willing to help each other too. Last but not least, I would like to 
thanks everyone in GSIS including professors, staffs and students that make this department 
very competitive and make our memory through this long journey.  

Maijelyn Quepi
Department of International Trade

Pagna Yout
Department of International Business

Iwejuo Uche Kingsley 
Department of International Development 

& Cooperation
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wages in other sectors of the economy. Reform of the education system is based on the 
formation of the social atmosphere of the prestige of knowledge, education, and high intelli-
gence. Only people, who are aware of the need for harmony of national and universal values 
has the modern knowledge, intellectual potential and advanced technologies, can achieve 
their strategic development goals.

Foreign media and identity in China

In China, identity is exposed to domestic media which was already filtered by governments. 
To avoid potential subversion of its authority, the Chinese government has long kept tight 
reins on domestic media by shuttering publications or websites and jailing dissident journal-
ists, bloggers, and activists.  
Under this circumstance, questions are raised: What is the situation of foreign media in Chi-
na nowadays? Would the identity in China like to endeavor to foreign media? 
As far as I am concerned, foreign media is not only under serious monitor system by the 
Chinese government but also under the laws which are enforced by more than a dozen 
government bodies. Among them, the most power monitoring body is the Communist Party’s 
Central Propaganda Department (CPD). The CPD review and enforce laws related to informa-
tion flow within, into and out from China. 
Therefore, if foreign media want to unlock the Chinese market, they have to change them-
selves in a way that can follow the laws and monitor system in China. However, if foreign 
media can not accept this kind of serious monitor system and enforced laws, they have to 
leave Chinese market very soon. Google, the world’s leading search engines, is a foreign in-
ternet media to China. It had its announcement on leaving Chinese market in 2010 because 
it could not stand for China’s censorship. Facebook, an online social networking service, was 
blocked by China in the case of activists using Facebook as part of their communication net-
work.
Foreign media that follows the monitor system and laws will not be blocked like Google and 
Facebook in China, people in China still can get access to them. However, most of the Chi-
nese attitude toward foreign media is negative. 
Firstly, most of Chinese would not like to endeavor to foreign media. When Baidu is now a 
major leading searching engine in China, Chinese people would not endeavor to try other 
foreign searching engines such as Ting or Naver. On one hand, language barrier exists when 
Chinese try to use them. On the other hand, there is no such a demand for foreign searching 
engines in China. In other words, Chinese paid less attention to whether the foreign media 
are blocked or not, because they even would not like to try to get access to them.  
Secondly, most of Chinese allow things like governments blocked Google and Facebook 
happen. On one hand, there are substitutions for Google and Facebook in China. Chinese 
use Baidu to search information and use What to keep their communication network. On 

Education cannot be stereotypically attributed to the sphere of departmental or sectoral pol-
icies and should be addressed to education as a national, strategic issue. Priority of educa-
tion for the socio-economic development of the country is determined on the national level: 
in the unbreakable education system of Uzbekistan has all the prerequisites for the upgrade 
of traditional and innovative forms of learning, allowing developing a lifelong learning activ-
ity and becoming an integral part of the life of every person.
Uzbekistan has implemented a unique system of universal 12-year secondary education, af-
ter nine years of study in a comprehensive school the next three years, students will receive 
education in specialized professional colleges and academic lyceums. General secondary 
education system provides to all citizens of the Republic of Uzbekistan to realize the consti-
tutional right to receive free general education within the state standards. Vocational and 
professional education are compulsory and free. In the academic lyceums and professional 
colleges, students, together with a fundamental general education receive intensive intel-
lectual development, in-depth specialized education, training for two - three specialties. 
Creating schools and colleges and the close connection of educational institutions to spe-
cific enterprises allow eliminating the imbalance of distribution of qualified personnel in the 
country.
After a 12-year compulsory education, everyone by his or her choice can continue study at 
higher education institutions to obtain undergraduate and graduate degrees. Between 12 
years education and higher education, there is one problem face in my country is that there 
is an imbalance in the number of people who want to get a higher education. 
There one fact that literacy rate is around 99%, but going to university is a stiff problem. In 
2015, for instance, more than half million youth applied for local universities in Uzbekistan 
and only 54 000 were able to enter the university. The division is 1/10. Uzbekistan’s popu-
lation is growing, nowadays the number of population is more than 32million, the share of 
youth is about 60%. It means, there will increase the number of youth and at the same time 
demand for higher education.
There are no private, non-governmental higher education institutions in Uzbekistan, though 
there is a legal statute that allows such institutions to exist. The solution for related to get-
ting a higher education, it can be open private universities which support of foreign invest-
ment or private sector of the country. 
In the era of globalization, education is an essential component of economic development 
and accumulation of national wealth, and the high spiritual level of the population al-
lows organically to form a legal culture of the people’s ability to live and work in a demo-
cratic state, aware of their rights and freedoms, to be able to use them for the benefit of the 
individual, the state, and society. 
The state is interested in the development of the intellectual and spiritual potential of 
the country: about 35% of Uzbekistan’s population - are teenagers under the age of 16 
years and more than 62% - young people under the age of 30 years. 
State expenditures for education are considered to be the most important investment in 
the increase of national wealth: Uzbekistan annually sends to the development and reform 
of education 10-12% of GDP and 35% of the state budget. 
Increases the prestige of the teaching profession, increasing teachers’ salaries: the pace 
of the last 10 years, wages of teachers and a half times ahead of the rate of increase in 
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However, the social media in spite of its pros on today’s society in terms of education and 
social life also has a lot of negative effects. The educational sector ironically is threatened 
as students who spend much time on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, are more worried 
about the “likes” they get than the grades they will get at school. It reduces the time spent 
on studies and students get to rely more on pre-written material for their assignments which 
has resulted in a high rate of plagiarism and less self-development.
The youths of today have lost the true sense of friendship. The burning desire for Facebook 
and Instagram “likes” as well as “comments’ from unknown people is of more value to the 
youths than the actual face-to-face appreciation from someone considered to be a loved 
one. The strong desire to be a financial hero and famous through social media sites has ex-
posed so many youths to acts of scamming, sexting, hacking, just to name a few. 
Extensive use of the social media is positively correlated with low levels of interaction with 
peers, less face-to-face interaction, and even low self-esteem (especially youth with dis-
abilities). Cyberbullying (the act of using electronic communication to bully someone through 
messages) has become very rampant amongst youths on social sites. 
This has often resulted in emotional trauma and sometimes pushes youths to commit sui-
cide. A 2012 study found that about 800,000 minors had been harassed on Facebook and 
middle school children who experienced this were most likely to kill themselves.
Andrew Keen is well known for his opposition to media. According to Andrew, in one of his 
books titled “THE INTERNET IS NOT THE ANSWER”, he argues that the internet far from 
being a democratizing force in society, the internet has only amplified global inequities. He 
agrees with the dominant narrative that the social media informs and empowers people but 
further points out that the social media indeed is at the root of society’s problems. 
In addition to this, in the yesteryears, movies used to portray family values but nowadays all 
that we watch in movies is fame and fame which corrupts our minds and hampers helping 
society grow.
To round up, it is worthwhile for us to realize that the social media is here to stay consider-
ing its importance in today’s world but we also need to look at the effects of these sites on 
the educational, social and behavioral aspects of our lives so as to avoid becoming social 
media addicts and slaves to our own technology which was made with the intention of im-
proving social interaction, providing valuable information and empowering the world. 
 

the other hand, most Chinese believe that what their government did to the foreign media 
proceeded from a good will for the security of country and people.
Therefore, it is hard for foreign media to get identity’s attention in China. Not to mention 
that the government monitored or even blocked foreign media in order to filter the content 
that identity would see and read.

The social media

We would strongly concur to the fact that the social media has become an inevitable part of 
our world. The use of social media sites (Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, LinkedIn, YouTube) 
is on a constant increase in recent years across people of all ages. It is but acceptable to 
say that the social media has a lot of positive impacts on our world today. 
However, there are equally many dangers that come with the rampant use of the social me-
dia. Social media sites according to Nick Mc Gillivray, can make us not only more capable 
but also more inept. Some writers also say the social media is like a devil that we are called 
upon to live with. It is difficult to suppress; it has come to stay. 
It is evident that the social media has become not only part of people’s lives but the things 
their lives revolve around. Studies show that the average person now spends more time 
each day on their phone and computer than they do sleeping. Paradoxically, most people 
happen to engage in social media without stopping to think of its effects on themselves and 
society. It is worth it to develop the attitude of seeing a social site as a tool either for its 
usefulness or interactivity and not to adopt it as a lifestyle.
On the positive edge, the social media has promoted education. It is now common to hear 
of online studies and e-learning sites. Social sites have made education smarter. Teachers 
are able to communicate with students and share vital information through e-learning sites. 
Also, the social media has helped to improve students’ performance especially in areas of 
research as valuable information is easily accessible and readily available for students. So-
cial media promotes interactive learning amongst students and permits them to easily share 
knowledge with their peers. 
Interactive learning amongst students through social sites promotes self -development as 
peers are challenged to give their opinions on specific topics when the need arises. This, 
therefore, has made the educational system smarter and flexible, hence more acceptable in 
today’s society.
Social media also allows for faster sharing of information and therefore, people are more 
abreast with current events. More so, the social media helps to connect people all around 
the world, hence, communication is strengthened amongst peers and friends as it is easier 
to stay in touch through social media sites.
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For about a week before the Symposium, global media drew the attention of thousands and 
millions of watchers around the world to the presidential elections in the United States, be-
cause who is going to be the president of the United States in no longer an object of prime 
concern of the Americans only but also a very much important factor affecting anyone else’s 
life of this planet since we are living in the world, which is so closely interconnected, integrat-
ed and interwoven affecting mutually each other. Such a phenomenon implies us as if we are 
now heading toward a world without national boundaries and nationalism.
Elections have shown that the American democracy is not working as it has been thought. Two 
factors, clashing interests inside the Democratic Party and the suddenly up-surged popularity 
of Donald Trump made the elections give the absolutely unexpected result. His popularity owes 
much to the negative impact of globalization since globalization has deepened the divisions 
between those who can take advantage of the global economy and those who do not have the 
resources, skills, and establishments to do so even in the rich countries like the United States. 
The American workers have started to cry out their fears and concerns about the outcome of 
globalization which has done a serious damage to its cause already. Such as backlash brought 
a support to Donald Trump in the United States. It did so to the National Front in France, the Al-
ternative Germany in Germany and, yes the Brexiters in Great Britain. Such a move could lead 
to the beginning of the end of the liberal international order when it comes as it is without any 
attempt to remedy. 
We need to rescue globalization not just simply from populists but also from its enthusiastic 
cheerleaders. We have to remember not to overlook the benefits of more balanced and fairer 
form of globalization. There are a constantly growing dependency and interconnectedness 
between the nation states, and the governments have become weaker and less relevant than 
ever before. On the other hand, it also has brought a push-down effect which promotes local 
autonomy and local cultural difference. Moreover, globalization has opened a new opportunity 
for civic participation to governing the process.  
However, the developing countries face considerable challenges in making globalization work 
in tandem with their people’s aspiration. They are apt to face the threat of being captured 
by the forces of globalization since globalization entails more open economies, which in turn 
involves exposure to risks of uncertainty of global markets. For developing countries which 
are usually weak in their economies, there is no other way but to accrue with externalities of 
global market domineered by the developed countries with strong financial power and accumu-
lated knowledge. In this sense, strengthening civil society and the relocation of internal work 
division among state, market, and civil society is important. 
Nowadays, there is a provisional consensus not only in the academia but also in the practical 
fields of foreign assistance as well that empowering citizen in the focal point to nurture social 
capital as like building a social network, trust, and norms of reciprocity and others among citi-
zens. It is especially so in the world of hyper-globalization where the developing countries are 
squared to be integrated into the globality being enforced by the international power imbal-
ances. It is high time to promote global governance not only for the enlightened collaborations 
between donors and recipients but also to build and strengthen new governance system inside 
of the collaborating partner countries.  

This semester’s symposium was held on Friday, November 18th, 2016. The theme was the im-
pact of globalization on states around the world. The invited keynote speaker was Jai Chang 
Park from Hanguk University of Foreign Studies. 
Focus of the symposium was the role of states in globalization era and the interrelationship 
between states and non-state actors and civil society and, how these changes are drawing 
the picture of the modern world. Globalization has become one of the most widely dis-
cussed and controversial topics in academia, mass media, as well as in a daily conversation 
between ordinary people. How this seemingly nonexistent notion affects nation states and 
their relationship, and whether this effect has a negative or positive character is open for 
debate. 
As commonly believed, globalization is the main source of the weakening of the state in 
all spheres of society, both in national and international level. The free flow of information 
through the internet, the growth of international trade and consequently decrease in trans-
portation expenses, which in turn translated into the easier movement of people, capital, 
and technology across borders imply that governments are no longer dictating the rules, and 
do not have the degree of control they had before. 
Civil society and related NGOs have already become remarkable actors in decision-making 
processes and their activities are covering more and more realms. TNCs are rival to state-
run companies and spreading their business all around the world thanks to globalization and 
changes it has made. 
However, some writers, even those of neoliberal school are pointing out the new way of 
development throughout the developing world, particularly in BRICS countries. As British 
weekly newspaper, the Economist highlights, over the past 15 years striking corporate head-
quarters have transformed the great cities of the emerging world. China Central Television’s 
building resembles a giant alien marching across Beijing’s skyline; the 88storey Petronas 
Towers, home to Malaysia’s oil company, soar above Kuala Lumpur; the gleaming office of 
VTB, a banking powerhouse, sits at the heart of Moscow’s new financial district. 
These are all monuments to the rise of a new kind of hybrid corporation, backed by the state 
but behaving like a private sector multinational. This notion, coined as state capitalism has 
become the target of critics by the Western scholars, but whatever the case is, it is clear 
that states are not losing their power as it seems. 
The majority of the largest energy companies in the world are state run, let alone the thou-
sands of transport, communication, mining and other companies that are under the control 
of the state. 
Thus, one factor that remains in the center of attention is to find the balance of “freedom” 
given by the state for the market forces and actors. Moreover, the responsibilities and func-
tions of the state are not the same as it was before, so the mutual accountability between 
states and citizens, states and private sectors and interstate relations based on cooperation 
and trust will enable solving most pressing issues around the world.
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Edison Munoz from Ecuador presented his case study of Ecuador and examined the effect of 
FDI on economic growth. He suggested that while FDI helps stimulate the economic growth 
through generation of employment, transfer of technology and capital accumulation, some-
times FDI may have a disruptive effect on growth and his research concluded that results for 
FDI-education and FDI-technology are not positive, which means certain policies to ensure 
the benefits should be created. 

As a second presenter, I, Marufjon Zokhidov was honored to discuss the topic state-market 
relationship and how it has developed. The argument was the debate between realists and 
liberal school writers on the role of the state and what degree of involvement states should 
have in the market. While most would agree that the national state has lost its power on 
most of the social interactions, it would be wrong to conclude that their role in the economy 
has declined. Since the 2008 World financial crisis governments have a stronger grip on 
economic regulations, also new terms such as “state capitalism” have emerged to refer to 
the state-led economic growth policies throughout the BRICS countries.

Next presenter Iwejuo Uche Kingsley focused on the globalization and disorganized violence 
covering such broad areas as a shortage of resources, nuclear weapons, and civil wars. 
He states that violence as we understand it has changed thanks to globalization: wars are 
being fought between states and non-state networks, using identity to fight in the name of 
the label such as religious or ethnic groups, and current wars are financed not necessarily 
through the state. Also, the author tries to determine the source of new wars and who is 
more vulnerable to these types of wars. 

A final presenter from IB department Pagna Yout shifted the focus from politics to the 
business sphere where he discussed a comparatively new notion – micro-multinationals in 
globalization are. Micro-multinational corporations are defined as small and medium-sized 
businesses that use the technology to access to customers worldwide. Interestingly, a num-
ber of entrepreneurs find similar minded people through the Internet and build a business 
across the boundaries and mainly use crowdfunding to finance their projects. This may be 
the next direction that businesses can develop in the near term.
Overall, this year symposium was very interesting and meaningful and attracted a lot of stu-
dents to participate in the discussions. 

Session 1 – Professional Panel 

The first presenter in the professional panel was Suk-Ki Kong, a research professor at SNU 
Asia Center. His paper mainly dealt with the food sovereignty movements and agriculture 
crisis in South Korea. As one of the leading industrial countries in East Asia South Korea’s 
economic development overshadowed the agriculture in the country. The author argues that 
the government “did not seem to really care about” the status of Korean farmers and tries 
to solve the insufficient food supply based on free trade. As a reaction, Korean farmers be-
came very active and started to engage in transnational activism. 

The second presenter Dr. Tanwie Talom Gilbert from Korea University discussed the question 
of the cost of externalities in the development arena. The main argument in his presentation 
is “the negative externalities that accompany the endless quest for rapid economic growth 
and development in some of the poorer regions of the world”. By this professor stresses the 
ecological and human cost of economic development and how private business and state 
agencies are or should cope with the negative effects of economic growth. 

Session 2 – Student panel

After the coffee break the second session of the symposium started, where one represen-
tative from each of the four departments of GSIS presented their paper on given agenda. 
Students discussed different aspects of globalization and how it is affecting the economic 
growth, security, business environment and state-market relations around the world. 

AJOU GSIS International Symposium 2016



20 21Autumn, 2016 Vol.30

United Nations Intervention: Common 
Interest, Humanity vs. Sovereignty
The Westphalia treaty of 1648 played a remarkable role in shaping the behavior of actors in 
the international polity, it helped to shape the idea of an international society based on sover-
eign nation states. This sovereignty clause attached to the state upholds the attribute that a 
state should have territorial integrity, state institutions and legitimacy. Territorial integrity and 
political institutions to manage the entity are a pre-requisite to the notion of sovereignty.
The principle of sovereignty emphasizes the non intervention of other states into the internal 
affairs of sovereign states, leaving them with the sole responsibility of managing their internal 
affairs. The disappearance of interstate wars and the emergence of new wars continuously im-
pede the notion of non intervention, post 9-11 era and the concomitant war on terror campaign 
against  state based and global terrorist networks  has further weakened the non- intervention 
norm governing the global system, enshrined in the customary international law  article 2(7) of 
the UN charter. This charter prohibits both the United Nations and other actors from interven-
ing in matters which falls within the domestic jurisdictions of any state. The extent of this dy-
namism in the norm of non-intervention is captured in the UN secretary general’s speech to the 
general assembly on September 1999. Kofi Annan asserted, “There is a growing international 
norm to forcibly protect civilians who were at risk from genocide and large scale killings” 
Literarily, intervention  means to intentionally become involved in a difficult situation in order 
to improve it or prevent it from getting worse  more so R.j Vincent defined intervention as an 
activity undertaken by a state, a group within a state, a group of states, or an international or-
ganization, which interferes coercively  in the domestic affairs of another state. It is a discreet 
event having a beginning and an end, and it is aimed at the power structure of the target state. 
It is not necessarily lawful or unlawful, but it does break the conventional pattern of interna-
tional relations .
The United Nations on the idea of common humanity has embraced this dynamism that im-
pedes the global sovereignty norm enshrined in article 2(7) of the UN charter. This has raised 
criticisms on the methodology and the rationale for engagement. Its failures in Somalia, Bosnia 
and Rwanda where a genocide took place under the watch of western state leaders  further 
questions the pertinence of intervention on the grounds of common humanity, creating room 
for more doubt for intervention on  moral pessimism.
Several thoughts are seen on the negative and positive impact of the norm of intervention on 
the basis of common humanity. The realist power theory opines that states only pursue their 
national interest. If this is true, the tendency of abuse and more power politics which will cat-
alyze conflicts instead of alleviating the suffering and pains of the inhabitants of that state is 
expected. This power politics or realist politics of interest is visible in the United Nations inter-
vention in Syria, with an alliance of states in favor and against the Assad regime. This division 
of interest in the proposed war on terror catalyzes the conflict and humanitarian crisis instead 
of alleviating them.
This realist power politics notion gives rise to issues of selective response. Who determines 
what constitutes a humanitarian crisis? When should intervention begin? What nature of in-
tervention is best? Coercive or non-coercive? The issue of selective response is seen when the 
issues of supposed moral justification for intervention takes place in more than one location. In 
such cases national interest creates a divergence of responses. This is recounted as one of the  
failures of the UN in Somalia and Bosnia .Though humanitarian intervention is pertinent and 
a viable means for ascertaining the global human right ideologies, especially individual’s right 
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to life and freedom of speech, saving citizens from the clenches of tyrannical governments,  
one could ask to what extent should the gravity of a conflict necessitate intervention? What 
figure constitutes the proposed large number murder? This further raise the question of united 
nations indifferent attitude in addressing the murder and extra judicial killings of more than 
2000 Biafran secessionist members in Nigeria ,though amnesty international only reported 150 
deaths.  The intervention modus operandi should be revisited taking cognizance of the   realist 
interest based politics of major state actors without which we face the ordeals of aggravating 
humanitarian crisis instead of alleviating them. Not only visible now in Syria, but the experi-
ence on the use of coercive intervention also in Somalia and Bosnia posed a question on the 
efficacy of the employed methodology on ending humanitarian crisis.
The post 9-11 war on terror and the divergent interest of world leaders has impeded the collec-
tive war on terror, not recounting the alleged failed interventions in Iraq, Bosnia and Somalia. 
The present war on terror in Syria depicts the ailing nature of the methodology of engagement, 
the interest conflict of world powers and the abuse of the UN charter of the sovereignty norm. 
Should coercive intervention be legitimized? How can the sovereignty norm be protected 
amidst tyrant governments? Is an interest free intervention possible? This and more form the 
ordeal of humanitarian intervention in contemporary time.

Does election work anymore?
Free and fair election system is the essence of modern representative democracy. The election 
has been a widely used democratic system of selecting representatives of stakeholders in 
public offices, business and community organizations. Democracy is the centerpiece of modern 
civilization, a political ideology to ensure peoples’ representation and ownership in governance 
and decision-making process on affairs affecting them and their concerns. The contemporary 
democratic system is entitled with the responsibility of assuring people on their rights are 
preserved, voices are well addressed and choices are attained. This article has mainly focused 
on the relevancy of election in the political system in countries across globe whereby people 
choose their president, Prime Minister Lawmakers, and other main public officials to act on 
behalf of them on a periodic basis.
Looking back to the history modern election system was introduced along with the emergence 
of the modern democratic system. In other words, modern democracy and fair, open and peri-
odic elections are moving simultaneously throughout the history thereby promoting each other. 
Modern democracy and its best values can’t be realized in absence of well-practiced election 
system. Right to choose or not to choose is the beauty of modern election system.
Geography, population, government, sovereignty and international recognitions are five ele-
ments that jointly make any territory an independent state. Sovereignty -a supreme power to 
manage internal and external affairs is inevitable and is in the center of all other elements. 
People are the source of that state power. Power endowed by the general public is supposed 
to be exercised by themselves in principals. But because of many reasons, it is pragmatically 
impossible to participate each and every individual in government and its vital institutions that 
ultimately exercise sovereignty on behalf of people. That’s why and where the state requires 
mechanisms of representations. That system is fulfilled by periodic elections. Nation-states are 
practicing elections throughout the modern history as a powerful tool to promote and ensure 
democracy for all.
As we see; at least in principal, the election has been a synonymous word for modern democra-
cy. Elections are administered by the constitution or other related laws of the particular country. 
Constitution, laws, and election are the parts of the whole political system. Laws are the out-
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come of social contracts made between major political players working within the country. The 
issue of “whether election works better or not” emerged right there. If political players are ratio-
nal and have a sense of fulfilling interests of people and nation they can create decent election 
system otherwise it can be created only for disclosure of so-called modern democratic system. 
The election is only meant not an ends itself. Whether it works or not depends on many things. 
First is attitude and behavior of individuals and institutions involved in the whole system. Such 
as type of election in use, constitutional provisions on that, honesty and efficiency of political 
leaders and institutions, social, political and technical environment, and more importantly the 
level of awareness of people. Sometimes the type of election also matters thereby determin-
ing the number and methods of representation by people in vital offices of the country and 
their role to shape public policies and laws that are supposed to address public aspiration. A 
plurality, majority, and proportional representation are some major electoral systems. The gen-
eral election, by-election, and referendum are of other types. Each system has pros and cons. 
Soundness of election systems can be examined based on consequences it has brought in 
society as a whole. If the election has scientific methods to ensure the right and equal rep-
resentation of people from every section of the society regardless of their region, race, color, 
sex and class, election plays vital role to make society peaceful, inclusive and prosperous. In 
opposite case, the election may serve ‘elite’ better thereby resulting instability in the society. 
Another issue is whether it has well delivered the inspiration of an optimum number of people. 
Speaking of benefit from the election are people are able to decide whether let any official 
assume any office or not by their vote, throw away any leader and any system by referendum if 
it is not benevolent for them. But back side of existing election system is not included ‘majority 
rules’ instead of ‘shared rules’ ruling by very tiny majority over even a big number of minorities.  
For example, party getting 51 percent votes out of 100 imposes its policies over 49 percent 
people whom that has not represented. Sometimes the majority of every popular vote of 
every individual may not have counted significant because of existing electoral system in the 
country e.g. in the USA. Some countries practice election to get the continuity of their mock 
governance system. Some abuse to sustain in the regime for a long time. Other big issues are 
election system and institutions can be manipulated by many means such as money and pow-
er. Some voting systems may also be used to eliminate the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of an independent state. We have a clear example that some powerful country had been able 
to annex independent state using so-called mandate of manipulated and fake referendum. 
Honest use of election matters a lot.
To sum up, as Abraham Lincoln rightly said, “democracy is a government of the people, by the 
people and for the people”. Only accountable government and state system can deliver these 
democratic values to the society. In turn representation of people ensure the level of account-
ability of state system. Means for ensuring people representation in government institutions 
is a fair, free, open and periodic election. Election entitles people with the power to select the 
right person for a right place to represent them. The country can get transparent and account-
able government and throw away the unaccountable institutions and officials. All systems in 
society are made by a group of people and implanted by them. If officials representing people 
are accountable, sensible honest and human in reality election can serve better result. But if 
the key to any election, explicitly or implicitly in hand of an autocrat or imperialist it can be 
used to damage the civilization, systems and sometimes even to destroy the sovereignty of any 
country. Finally, representative, inclusive democracy, and peace inside the state and respect 
of coexistence in external affairs should be the real consequence of any election system. So 
the alternative for election system should be the ‘improved election system’ again. There is no 
way and reason to go away from modern election system. 

New leadership and the rule of law
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age 
of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of 
Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair...

That was how Charles Dickens, the English famous writer and social critic, wrote in the open-
ing of his novel ‘A Tale of Two Cities’. He drafted out a picture of life in England and France 
which were paradoxically the best and the worst before the French Revolution. It somehow 
reveals the current situation that we in with the switching in power of dictator-leadership and 
the rule of law.
We have witnessed a turbulent year of politics in 2016, and the most recent and ‘rocking’ 
event of the year definitely was the US presidential election in November. Both candidates had 
shown their strengths and weaknesses in the race for the White House but in the end, it was 
beyond the expectations of political pundits and mainstream politicians - Donald Trump won. 
Donald Trump, a vulgar businessman, has been voted by the majority of American electors.
Donald Trump, who has shown a willingness to humiliate anyone, any traditional political insti-
tutions of the United States to argue his views, won.
Donald Trump, who expressed readiness to trample on the 240-year-old independent Judiciary 
of America, became the leader of America.
Do Americans think Trump can do more than judiciary?
On the other side of the globe, we have Rodrigo Duerte – Philippines President elected in May 
2016. He was called ‘Donald Trump of the East’ for his aggressiveness and was dubbed as “The 
Punisher” by Time magazine for extrajudicial killing.
More than 3,600 people have been killed in his first 100 days in office as part of his brutal 
crackdown on drugs, including 1,300 suspects killed in gun battles with police – an average of 
36 killings a day since he took office on 30 June.
He even has threatened to dissolve parliament and set up a revolutionary government in the 
case stubborn MPs refused to cooperate.
But… Philippines people love him. They are praising him and they said their life is better under 
his presidency.

Why those aggressive candidates who strongly showed disrespect to the Rule of 
Law were elected to be presidents? Will history in a century later talk about Trump 
and Duerte as dictators? It might be too early now to answer but there is a fact 
that the Rule of Law is on its way of losing respect.
People seem to lose their faith in the law which was considered to have the pow-
er of providing everyone, every organization, and country with fairness and equity.
People seem to have stopped believing in the independent judiciary who can fight 
till the last breath not to defend a leader, a party or a majority group of people but 
for the Constitution and laws, and constitutional rights of all people in a country or 
a territory.
Will it be the best world? Will it be the worst world? Time will give us the an-
swers…

… ‘We had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going directly to 
Heaven, we were all going direct the other way – in short, the period was so far like the pres-
ent period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for 
evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.’… - Charles Dickens, ‘A Tale of Two Cities’.
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Political leadership of today :  
Perspective from the Developing World

If one is to cast eyes around in scanning the current international political horizon, it will 
indeed be difficult in spotting anyone who might be described,  a great leader, since most  
political leaders seem ineffective in responding to their given mandates, due to a loss in what 
I regard a key attribute to leadership effectiveness, which is INTEGRITY .  Its related principles 
of selfless service based on the public interest, honesty in the execution of public duties, ac-
countability to the public for decisions and actions; and discipline and commitment to service 
to the people are all lacking.
Mark Beeson indicated that perhaps the last person to fit the description of a great leader was 
Nelson Mandela. Few people would argue that he was quintessentially the right man for his 
times. More than that, he was actually able to shape them in ways that not even his much less 
gifted successors have been entirely able to undo. This is, however, not to say that they won’t 
eventually.
The political environment has undergone drastic changes from sacrifice and patriotism to 
greed, selfishness, and disregard for the plight of others. Even though this as well exists, in 
a developed world, such attitude is largely prevalent in developing country context, where, 
abuse of political power has become prevalent and most officials focus on ensuring impunity 
for their corrupt activities. Unlike the days of  early political leaders who sacrificed and toiled 
for the independence and freedom of nations, towards pursuing better lives for their citizens, 
the trend now is to amass national wealth for the benefit of those in political authority and 
their families. 
It saddens the heart to see the current generation of leaders abusing political office for their 
private gains when the masses are dwelling in pain, poverty, and living undignified lives. En-
suring public welfare and other promising intentions though announced in the quest for votes 
are relegated once these political officials are given the mandate.
Politics of late is largely being described by many as a ‘dirty game’, as most politicians exhibit 
a blurred vision for progress and seem to lack focus,  hence over concentrate on propaganda at 
the expense of critical and careful  examination of favorable policies and effective mechanisms 
to help attain expected progress.  
Electorates seem to have lost interest, confidence, and trust in political leadership, all you hear 
from millions of people to their politicians is ‘we are fed up’. People are fed up with several 
years of unemployment, lack of affordable medical care and housing, quality education, decent 
work conditions among many other gloomy moments, especially for young people.
Most people holding certain political offices have little or no experience of the way leadership 
works in an entrenched political world, and  exhibits high degrees of irresponsibility, while 
electorates  vote with the perception that  ‘all politicians are the same’ or probably others 
are worse, hence vote on trivial grounds. On this ground, one will only continue to hope since 
these trends will in no way contribute to making lives better, and is likely to make people con-
siderably worse.
This is however not to say, effective and good leadership are in short supply only in developing 
nations, because it is undoubtedly clear  that  several regional groupings, for instance, the 
European Union is as well struggling with its leadership capacity, in  crafting and coherent and 
ambitious response to the pressing economic and social crisis within its region.
As Jon Michail puts it, worldwide, lack of trust has been brewing and has exploded into 

factionalism and a growing disgust of ‘the establishment’. This growing divide between the 
informed public and the ordinary population on issues of trust and transparency has created an 
unhealthy environment for all. There’s an increasing belief that the moneyed political elite is 
getting everything their own way. Populist politics are also on the rise, for instance, as shown 
by Donald Trump in the US, Marine Le Penn in France and Brexit in the UK. Their clear message 
is that the politicians will ignore working people, the middle classes and everyone else that 
does not belong to their brand of self-entitlement, to their peril.
It is time political leaders of today looked back to the sacrifice, devotion and commitment, 
which guided the acts of most of their predecessors towards public welfare, other than what 
greatly persist in their regime. The inability or unwillingness of the political leadership to 
be morally sound, visionary, responsible and innovative, threatens to erode the principles of 
good governance, especially in the developing world. This inevitably results in a confidence 
crisis, where the public will only become more mistrustful and disillusioned as the leadership 
appears to be dedicated towards self-preservation instead of public service. The current gener-
ation of political leadership ought to transcend devastating social, economic and political acts 
and divides of society to promote sustainably and equitable development.

Prevention is better than cure  
A lot of tragedy is happening in the world today and many seem to pay little or no attention. In 
many instances, a deaf ear or a blind eye is given to these unwarranted and unlawful events. 
The excuses given amongst others are; “ it is no concern of mine” or “not of my business”, 
“it is not happening to my close relative”, “I want to be neutral”, “let them die because they 
are greedy”, “let them face it alone because they failed to respond to ours”, some stay quiet 
because they are afraid to talk as they may be killed (they seem to have forgotten that whether 
you say the truth as it is or you remain silent as they have chosen, all of us will die), etc. etc.
 Those who witness evil being done to others and remain indifferent are not different from 
oppressors. To those who claim neutrality, they should be reminded of the fact that there is a 
clear difference between “democracy” and “struggle”. 
A simple analogy of two warring factions in any conflict and the failure by any mediating 
authority to stop bloodshed makes all the difference between preserving democracy and the 
respect for human rights and justice. Two boys were caught fighting, one stronger and senior 
and the other younger and weaker. The stronger boy has all the strength to beat up and even 
kill the younger and weaker one. 
The younger boy seems to be troublesome though defenseless. In this case, if a third party is 
asked to judge or act at this stage, if he exhibits democracy and blames the weaker and trou-
blesome boy, he will be applauded because he has addressed the conflict the way it should be 
logical.
But on the other hand, if the stronger boy got provoked by the actions of the weaker one and 
becomes violent to the extent of using weapons or his physical defensive mechanisms to  the 
extent that the younger person is killed, with the mediating party watching, the mediator is a 
murderer as well. But what the mediator should have done in this situation was to step in and 
prevent any bloodshed before addressing the issue of democracy and justice.
The United Nations is the world governing body that settles disputes among her member 
states through one of her agencies; international court of Justice. Powerful states, the Se-
curity Council, and others act on issues of human right violations only after a huge number 
of deaths or genocide is reported. Their passive attitude has been as a result of their quest 
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to always put their interest as a priority before any intervention in conflicts. These powerful 
nations have paid little or no attention to conflicts which they have no interest in. For example, 
till date the UN is yet to decide through the Security Council on how to rescue the Syrians. 
The same situation was witnessed during the Sudanese civil war, with the UN coming in only 
after an unprecedented genocide. Now, in Cameroon, for the past 40 to 55 years the people 
of the former British Southern Cameroon have tabled their grievances to the UN for being 
marginalized and their fundamental human rights being violated by the forces of law and order 
of La Republique du Cameroon. The terms of Unification have been violated to the extent that 
even the name of “Federal Republic of Cameroon” has been changed to that which was used 
before independence by East Cameroon. i.e. “La Republique du Cameroun”. Several petitions 
through the Southern Cameroon National Council (SCNC), Southern Cameroon Youth league 
(SCYL), Southern Cameroon People organization (SCAPO), Cameroon Common Law Lawyers 
Bar Association (CCLLA), teachers’ union from basic to higher institutions, Civil Society Orga-
nizations, Student Unions and the general public, especially in Southern Cameroon, has called 
on the UN and the powerful states to protect the sovereign people of Southern Cameroon from 
the gross violations of their fundamental human rights. Their calls have been ignored, leaving 
them at the mercy of their oppressor. There have been incidents of rape and violation of other 
fundamental rights such as the right to protest peacefully by the forces of law and order of the 
regime in place.
Despite the numerous complaints made by citizens from the Southern Cameroons, the inter-
national community has remained silent and has paid little or no attention to the problems at 
hand. It is obvious that if the situation persists, there will be a time when the oppressed peo-
ples of Southern Cameroons will resort to violence as the only means to solve their problems.
I fear for the defenseless people of Southern Cameroon because their patience seems to be 
running out. I fear for what Cameroon will become in the nearest few months if this situation 
is not addressed. Let the international community give a dose of prevention to the unprece-
dented and further violations of the fundamental human rights of the people of former British 
Southern Cameroon. 

The failure of political leadership and the 
rise of populism 

The victory of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump in the recent US presidential 
elections will remain in history as one of the greatest political upsets of our times. Few people 
in their wildest imaginations ever thought that the business tycoon turned politician, with little 
or no experience at all in politics could win the Republican nomination, talk less of defeating 
veteran politician and stateswoman, Hilary Clinton at the presidential elections. But the un-
imaginable happened on November 8th, 2016. Not only did Trump win the elections, but he won 
with a landslide victory, a fit which has been achieved by few presidential candidates in the 
20th and 21st centuries. 
His victory took America and the world by surprise and sparked violent protests across the 
United States as many could not believe their eyes that despite his controversial campaign 
messages, this is the man who was going to be in charge in the world’s largest democracy, the 
free world, for the next four or possibly eight years.
Prior to Trump’s victory, the referendum in the United Kingdom which saw the British people 
vote to leave the European Union had sent shock waves across Europe. The thought of one 

of Europe’s greatest financial powerhouses leaving the 28 members states union caused eco-
nomic downturns around the world as stock markets saw shares drop to a record low due to 
the uncertainty that hung over the future of the Union. In fact, “Brexit” the appellation which 
has been given to UK’s move to exit the EU is widely perceived to have set the precedence for 
Donald Trump’s victory in the US, especially after the leader of the “Brexit” campaign, United 
Kingdom Independent party’s (UKIP) Nigel Farage openly voiced his support for Trump.
Yet again on the 4th of December 2016, a 59.26% win for those who voted “NO” to a change 
in the Italian constitution that would have given the prime minister, Matteo Renzi and any in-
cumbent the powers to pass laws only by consulting the chamber of deputies, with the senate 
having little role to play as the proposed law was going to cut down the number of senators 
from 315 to 100, who were no longer going to be elected directly but selected by regional as-
semblies, saw the resignation of the prime minister.
The recent elections in Gambia, one of the smallest countries in West Africa which saw the 
shock defeat of long-time president Yahya Jammeh, who has been in power for 22 years by 
businessman Adama Barrow. 
Not only was the victory a surprise, but Jammeh, by conceding defeat in a continent where 
elections have been known to be mere shams by dictators who for the most part have decided 
to hold on to power as long as they can be another signal that the wind of change from the 
status quo was not only blowing in Europe but across the world. Still, in West Africa, the vic-
tory of Muhammadu Buharri over incumbent Goodluck Johnathan in the Nigerian presidential 
elections was another indication of the will of the people being made known through the ballot 
boxes.
What is common with all these victories that have been quoted above is the fact that they all 
belong to what is being referred today by many as the rise of “populism”, which can be simply 
defined as “ a political doctrine that stems from a viewpoint of struggle between the populace 
and a ruling faction”. When we look around the world today, one can see the lack of trust 
in the political elites both in the developed and developing countries. From the handling of 
financial matters to the settling of international disputes, talk less of resolving internal issues 
within nations, there is growing mistrust of the political leadership. 
The American invasion of Iraq in 2002 by the Bush regime which led to the ousting of Saddam 
Hussein from power did not bring the lasting peace and democracy which was the reasons 
behind the invasion. Instead, it has left Iraq in chaos, a failed state that has given rise to  ISIS 
which has spread terror and violence across the world with numerous attacks in major Europe-
an and American cities. 
The joint invasion by NATO forces led by Britain and France that saw the demise of Moammar 
Gadaffi in Libya until the date has not achieved its purpose. Instead, Libya has become another 
failed state, reduced to rubbles, far more worst than it was under the dictatorship of Gadaffi. 
Today, Libya has become the gateway for illegal immigrants who flock into Europe in their 
thousands, causing a humanitarian crisis along the line with hundreds of people dying in their 
attempt to reach Europe, while Europeans on their part are finding it difficult to cope with the 
increasing number of migrants coming into their already financially troubled countries. 
The crisis in Syria and Libya have made these countries training grounds for a terrorist from all 
over the world and has divided popular opinion even at the level of the UN security council on 
how to resolve the crisis. In fact, the threat of a “new cold war” looms over us today due to 
the difference in opinion of Russia and the United states over these issues.
In a nutshell, looking at the current state of world affairs today, there is no doubt that in many 
parts of the world, the people are increasingly losing confidence in the ability of the ruling 
elites, the political leadership, to govern wisely and justly. 
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There is a growing feeling of “betrayal” by those who govern such that the populace is now 
widely in support of emerging leaders who dissociate themselves from the ruling elites and 
the status quo just to have a change from the recent failures of those who have led the world 
to its present abyss. It might be too early to judge if populism is the right way forward, but 
considering the present situation in the world, it is worth given a try. After all, just like the po-
litical scientist Cas Mudde once wrote; “populism is inherent to representative democracy; do 
populists not juxtapose ‘the pure people’ against ‘the corrupt elites?”

What has happened to political leadership?

People’s rights! “I believe woman’s rights are human rights” Michelle Obama once said. The 
conversation about this topic has been covered in dust and many institutions, governments 
and even religions sweep people’s rights under the rock. The political system has become so 
polarized and dysfunctional that, it doesn’t serve anymore; lobbyist and self-interest get in the 
way. It is not a right-wing, left-wing, western or eastern problem; It is a universal problem that 
cuts across every country and work of life. In some countries, women are not allowed to: go 
to school, vote, occupy certain positions in a company or run for president. Even in a modern 
democracy like America, there is still a double standard when it comes to women’s right; a 
typical example is an equal pay and Medicare. 
Women are supposed to be treated equally with men but the reality is; societies have given 
women the backseat for centuries untold, since the beginning human existence. Even in bib-
lical times; women were not even counted when a census was being conducted, as if, they 
were not human. This has made people believe; only a man can lead, whereas women can do 
better. society has denied herself the kind of leadership she deserves, limiting it to but a few.
Despite the outcry of women all over the world, the institution of calendar days celebrating 
women like the international women’s day and Mother’s Day, for example, it has not any signif-
icant impact on this issue even though, coupled with the several accomplishments of women 
in science, literature and politics, the world has still not succeeded to heal this wound which 
has scarred women all over the world and left voiceless, while men do whatever they want 
and still get a pass. This double standard has limited leadership roles to men which have made 
them abuse of power unrepentantly.
Lately, with the world’s oldest democracy passing on its chance of making history with its first 
female president - the most qualified candidate to ever run for president, despite her incompa-
rable qualifications to her male opponent who had; zero percent experience in governing and 
knowledge in politics, is yet another wake-up call that; we are responsible for the poor polit-
ical leadership we dedicate power to, because: we choose party over candidate, gender over 
qualification, political correctness over truth, illusion over reality and race over character. The 
fight for a woman’s rights is far from over and we should all stand together to make a better 
world for our daughters to be able to believe and see themselves as leaders and we should be 
able to give each other a chance no matter their background to lead, rather than leaning to-
wards, populist ideology which only lets fear corrupt our choices and therefore lead to the kind 
of failed leadership plaguing the entire political system these days, from the Brexit to Trumps 
America which is a serious threat to universal leadership, globalization, freedom of speech 
and free press which provide the right environment for true, unbiased, impartial and effective 
leadership to flourish.

What has happened to political leadership?
Political leadership is a pretty wide concept to define. With the help of that, special people 
understand the political process and outcomes. That concept also includes political theory, 
history, psychology and management studies. The person, who is in charge of it, should control 
everything wisely and fairly. Before getting down in this business, they swear to be fair and 
not to neglect anyone without any crucial reasons. Nevertheless, some people mislead and 
overuse their power because they think that they are doing this for others and they are right. I 
have read from somewhere that “Weak politicians allow their policies to be dictated by public 
opinion. Political leadership changes public opinion to support good policy.”
One is appreciated in the light of their potentials which they can make others follow them. Once 
they break majority’s trust, it never can be repaired. Nonetheless, what if there is a leader over a 
person whom you regard as your leader and controls that person? This means that leader is not 
the leader who controls you. He or she is quite a different person. In the past, not only political is-
sues but also problems related to a county were considered serious and everyone followed. Now-
adays, some people think, they can do whatever they want and by this, they are complementing 
their power secretly. They think political and country related themes are a piece of cake for them.
Acting separately is very inefficient and no one can success by this. If anyone controls a group 
of people and distributes all work as in a procedure, this gives its fruit accordingly. Once upon 
a time, groups of people lived together. After some time, this leads to becoming communities. 
They hunted animals by their hands, long sticks and stones. When they went to go hunting and 
killed the animal one of them, that person was considered as a person who is powerful, strong 
and could provide all of them with adequate nutrition. They began to call that person as a lead-
er. Age by age, the tense is shifting, new innovations and modern technologies are being in-
troduced. People realize to distinguish all the things from each other. The more modern people 
become, the more things they will have to think. Being modern does not only mean wearing 
beautiful clothes and spending much money but also making people’s brain pretty too. When 
people cross their simple needs, they will obtain new ones and those ones seem that they are 
simple needs. However, when they arrive at the destination, they get to know how complexed 
desires they had. And to make those ones satisfied, they put others into difficult situations. 
If we look at this from another angle of the world, some people, who are about to enter this 
sheet, promise to convert every stuff and make persons’ lives better. But those promises never 
come true or occur in a real life of a human-being. After they conquer everywhere, sometimes 
they cannot steer themselves .They try to customize all whole things which are not suitable 
for them accordingly. Then we can see how those types of persons transform the government 
after they become a leader.
When it comes to voting or electoral system, It is long-lasting. The voting system consists of 
majority rule, proportional representation, and plurality voting. Most countries use plurality 
voting system. Plurality voting also may come differently. By choosing one person’s name on a 
sheet of paper in an enclosed room secretly and put that sheet of paper into a box is one way. 
Saying ‘yes’ or ‘no’ orally is another and being divided into groups with different numbers of 
people also exists. In order to be truthful and authentic, people use election. By this system, no 
one can lie each other. The government chose that to make its citizens believe and see what 
they are doing in front of them. Political leadership has altered, however, this cannot impact on 
people that they reject the voting system. Voting was not found by discovering. People them-
selves formed it by their experience. It has not formed recently. It existed in the past. At that 
time also one person agreed, the second one, third one... majority did. It is too cumbersome to 
dispose of the electoral system. It deals with many things and means a lot.
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