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EDITORS AND PROFESSOR ADVISER

Introduction by Editors
Bilquees Jamali
Int’l Trade & Policy
Pakistan

Shanel Green
Energy Science & Policy
Jamaica

Annisa Sylvani Andyastiya
Energy Science & Policy
Indonesia

Albarran Velasco Ana Luisa
Int’l Trade
Mexico

With this edition, the editors and the writers
from Graduate School of International Studies
(GSIS) welcome all the readers to the 32nd
successful edition of GSIS Gazette. This is just a
part of long yet very short beautiful memorable
journey to Ajou in Korea. Reflecting the colors of
joy, shared happiness and wonderful experience
of our fellow student’s life in this dynamic
country called Korea. We all strived hard to
come up with this exciting and vibrant gazette
that will interest our readers.
To make this edition interesting, editors with
their team of writers came with different
themes, events and motivating remarkable
interviews of departmental representatives; and
also includes an incredibly encouraging interview
of GSIS alumni. We tried to diversify the themes
to include not only our shared experience in
Korea but in order to broaden our horizon we
have included articles that are related to what
is happening around the globe. The first theme
is the miracle of Korean Development, how it
evolved from ashes to the 11th largest economy
in the world. The development with this rapid
pace was not miraculously, done rather it was
the hard work and dedication of Korean people.
Koreans have not only developed their own
country but now they are paying back to others
in need by providing prospects and opportunities
to foreigners in their land.
GSIS, is a small realm inside Ajou University,
with people coming from all over the world. It’s
just not a formal academic learning experience
but it includes the unparalleled wisdom of
interacting, communicating, sharing and caring

about diversified cultures, nationalities, and
religions. All GSIS students are given a lifechanging opportunity not only inside the
classrooms to strengthen their academic
foundations but also groom and grow as better
human beings. This is a continuous process of
give and take, which forms a basis of humanity
we learn to love, share, forgive and stay united
as a team of GSIS. Thus, the second theme
is meant to cover many important events
happening around the world to reflect how
beautifully colorful is the foundation of our
school is, with people having all the awareness
about current issues.
Overall, we have tried our best to come up with
solicitous edition with a wonderful collection
of knowledge and memories. This issue can
provide a better view of our student's life in
Korea and at the same time reflecting light
on pertinent global issues. We express our
gratitude and acknowledge all the efforts of
Professor Troy Felver, who always there to help
and guide, door to Prof. Troy office was always
open for us. We would also like to thank GSIS
Staff especially Ms. Min Kyung Pyo for providing
all the necessary support required to produce
this edition. Special appreciation to all of our
writers who put in all their efforts to write these
thought-provoking articles. Last but not the least
our loving Ajou community, thank you for always
being there to give us the best. I may beg to
rewrite famous words about democracy in terms
of our Gazette:
“Gazette of the people, by the people and for the
people of GSIS”
Autumn, 2017 Vol. 32 3
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EDITORS AND PROFESSOR ADVISER

Light in the Chaos

By Troy B. Felver
Assistant Professor
Ajou University School of Business and Ajou GSIS
Gazette Advisor

4

The world is a brutal, messy, chaotic place. Between the dangers of terrorism, turmoil from natural disasters, and
the bellicose threats and actions from heads of state, the world often appears to be lurching from one horror to
another. Word of ethnic cleansings sometimes fills newspapers, and even more depressingly, some are ignored
by the media. Some nations have embraced extremist philosophies, parties, and even national leaders. Promising
harm to “the other” generates broad coverage, and such tactics have many followers. Meanwhile, there is some
evidence that the earth itself is changing in ways hostile to homo sapiens. The worries of climate change augur the
possibility of major cities becoming 21st Century versions of Atlantis, being flooded by the rising tide. But not just
cities are threatened; some island nations may be literally wiped off the map through the melting of the ice caps.
At the same time, the natural homeostasis of the weather patterns may be eroding, with more violent hurricanes,
typhoons, thunderstorms, floods, droughts, and extreme hot and cold weather. Overall, our hope for change may
presage changes that push us to embrace hopelessness with the undone assumptions fraying the fabric of our
personal, natural, and sociopolitical lives. What kind of world have we created?
Ajou’s Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS) is a beacon to all showing that change can be good, too.
Our program, since its creation in 1996, brings together students from 65 countries. They are attracted for many
different reasons. Some have met successful alumni in their countries, who, upon their return home and with
substantial triumphs, sing the praises of the education they received while studying in Ajou University. Others
reach out to us independently, with a hope, a dream, or a prayer for a better life to build upon their undergraduate
education. The fantastic economic transition made by Korea is a metaphor for their own lives: starting at a
low level, and with very hard work, perseverance, and intelligence, they will move up the income league tables
like Korea moved from a recipient for foreign aid to a major donor. Just as Korea is now the world innovator in
electronics, shipbuilding, construction, televised dramas, and popular music, these students know that some of
these lessons will be imparted on them through their time in this magical land.
How does the GSIS help to effectuate this transformation? From the beginning to commencement, the professors,
staff, and students associated with the GSIS work hard to make diversity our strength. There is a rigorous selection
process, including paper applications and personal interviews, that helps the GSIS identify bright global talent
fascinated with a fast paced educational curriculum that will motivate and challenge students to achieve more than
they ever imagined. Professors educated in Australia, France, Korea, the UK, and the US bring different educational
perspectives to students, but together instill in them the value of achievement. All the GSIS staff possess profound
international experience and cultural empathy, assisting the growth of students’ professionalism in business
situations.
But, the students truly show what is possible in this world. Our student body currently consists of students from
38 nations in Africa, Asia, Europe, and North and South America. While people come from literally all over the
world, when given the chance to study and live in Happy Suwon, cultural, racial, and ethnic differences fade away
into the student experience. Students are no longer check boxes of diversity, but simply people coming together
and working side-by-side to share in the diffusion of knowledge. Study groups are formed without regard to color;
friendships are forged ignoring religion.
This community, founded in the Greater Seoul area, shows the antidote to the poisonous venom of today’s caustic
politics. While uncertainty increasingly pervades the planet, a small corner of the world provides a counterexample.
People are people, and no matter where they are from or how they have been raised, they all want the same things:
the chance for a better life. There is a model for improving our macropolitical discord, and Ajou University’s GSIS is
an exemplar about how we can make the world a better place, one interaction at a time.
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DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR COLUMN

Rants from the Underground

Prof. By Iain Watson
Associate Professor
Graduate School of
International Studies
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There has been much going on at Ajou this semester. It’s certainly incredibly ‘Ajou’ dynamic! To make
sense of it all, students and editors, have always tried, and with much success I might add, to create a
Gazette which appeals to many readers, both prospective students, and for our great, wide and global
and varied alumni. Again, as a former editor, it is reassuring to see that the magazine continues along
these principles and lines and reports on fervent activities that help make student life at Ajou GSIS
community-like. Indeed over the years the Gazette has, I think, transformed from a forum with snippets
and photos from the great Ajou community, to one that deals more with contemporary politics from
around the world and, again, a key niche that Professor Troy has also continued to develop in his
role as editor. The comings and goings of some of the major world events and their clear impact and
implications for all of us in one way or another have often been discussed from students from all of
the four GSIS departments. So, students, keep the good work flowing, as Gazette always encourages
our GSIS students to exchange information and engage in debates. This is really important, of course,
not just for the whole GSIS community but also a necessary way for each of you to expand and to
understand how to debate and how to say something new and controversial amongst your peers. But,
after all, in my classes, as I have often intimated to many students over my years here, it is often the
daily reactions from your room mates and class mates on your work and your views, that you will look
back on and by reading the Gazette and realize that they were the ones that, and with the benefit of
hindsight, moulded and shaped your student days. That being said, don’t get too nostalgic. Students
over the years and especially those who have written for the Gazette have led me to conclude that
to make a genuine difference to the world (and the world needs it) my view of the Gazette is as a
starting point and a crossroads. Great changes in the world come from the pen rather than the sword.
‘Ink it, don’t just think it,’ was a phrase I heard again yesterday on Radio Two (showing my age now)
from Tony Blair’s former political advisor Alistair Campbell. Not that I condone the activities of Tony’
Blair’s advisors (his critics often rename him Tony B’liar’). Even I, despite voting for Blair in those
halcyon pre-Trump and pre-May times of 1997, often ‘desBlair’ at the current bizarreness, weirdness
and sheer chaos of my own country’s politicians and crazy leadership. It must, of course, be rather
disconcerting to be in number 10 Downing Street on the basis of knowing that the only reason you
are there is due to support from your ‘frenemies’ because they don’t yet want your job because that
would mean they would then have to be in charge during a chaotic no-deal Brexit and any leadership
challenge now would put the party out of office anyway. Oscar Wilde’s phrase that ‘ambition is the
last refuge of failure’ (just as nationalism is the last refuge of a scoundrel) seems particularly apt and
does lead me to suspect that by tomorrow’s leaders ie you lot, your generational change may make
a difference. One must be honest, that when politicians are actually younger than you and weren’t
even born when you were at high school or even university, one does wonder, what is going on!
Austria’s new leader is 31 apparently. But the world is still awash with big data and abstractions. As
we have talked in class, there seems more UN and global interest in saving humanity than humans.
We have what I think are fake Nobel Prizes for elite-led environmental movements and anti-nuclear
proliferation. Call me old fashioned but I thought Nobel prizes were for those who sacrificed their

lives for a cause, not for ‘raising awareness’ about the dangers of nuclear
war (!) for corporate sponsors. Mmmm. In the 1970s there was a British
comedy called Fawlty Towers made by ex Monty Python members. In
one episode, Basil Fawlty’s wife is remonstrating about something and
her husband replies ‘can we get you on Mastermind Sybil dear, Sybil
Fawlty from Torquay, specialized subject, the bleeding obvious’ Sums up
the Nobel peace prize, the bleeding obvious. Surely the world has learnt
from the likes of Albert Eichmann, who I think was quoted as saying the
infamous ‘6 million deaths is a mere statistic’ but one death is a tragedy.
That is the modern mindset. Hannah Arendt once wrote about ‘Eichmann
in Jerusalem’ and it’s a revealing read. Her view, evil is banal, and evil is
in the ordinary. I think this sums-up a lot about today’s politics. Over the
years, I’ve listened to and even met a few big hitters. Maybe my British
cynicism is still alive, but my view, well, they were so damn ordinary.
Maybe that’s why they want power, compensation so to speak. UN and
ridiculous environmentalist narratives of planetary ‘risk and existence’
and emphasis on life (rather than liberty and happiness) take ‘urgent’
precedence as creepy authoritarianism creeps along and ridiculous and
ignorant nationalism (which only benefits the elites anyway) triumphs
over citizen rights. The climate change debate between supporters and
deniers is irrelevant. Surely the more important question is what are the
interests in setting the terms of the debate in this way. So not only is
there planetary extinction to contend with, we also have a rather creepy
on line relationship between Donald Trump and his North Korean nemesis.
Orchestrated, contrived, but worrying for South Korea. Over the last few
weeks I have begun to hear the phrase ‘Korea passed’. No this is not a
Kakao Bus gimmick, but a concern that relations between China, the US,
Russia and North Korea, due to the nuclear threat, will mean potential
isolation for South Korea.
2017 has seen high profile leadership issues in China, Korea and Japan.
With leaders of each country now consolidating much sought after power,
one question often raised is whether this consolidation might mean a
greater and more effective control of state leadership over outcomes.
Donald Trump’s visit to South Korea in the next few days for some heralds
a potential and worryingly nostalgic Henry Kissinger style emphasis on
big power politics on US-China cooperation. Even mooted from China and
Russia, has been the possibility of some kind of artful deal to recognize
North Korean sovereignty over its present territory and to accept a
balance of power nuclear freeze, and, in return for such transactions, to
reduce US troops on the Korean peninsula. Although the US currently
does not countenance this, nonetheless, for a US President interested
in transactional and zero-sum policy, this would suggest a cost effective
balance of power between US/Japan and the Korean peninsula/China,
but problematically and perhaps inadvertently, redesign South Korea’s
entire Cold War influenced strategic outlook. It is common knowledge
that the US wants China to provide more leverage or control over

North Korea. This is often something not countenanced by many ethnic
nationalists in South Korea who yearn for ethnic and territorial unification
and who regard both the US and China not as ideological foes but as
equally exploitative hegemonic ‘whales.’ In this respect, in the past it
was the warring hegemons which brought intervention and destruction to
the peninsula. For South Korea a peaceful resolution to the North Korean
crisis equally has its problems for the alliance network if not clearly for
immediate national security. Pyongyang clearly recognizes its chance at
the moment is to put more pressure on in order to get a US deal under the
incumbent Trump, as Trump is not your normal leader, in more ways than
one. Personally I am unable to countenance the sunshine nostalgia of
liberals. Why on earth would North Korea want to dialogue and negotiate
with the South? What does the South have to offer? North Korea has two
superpowers in its back pocket, much like a good Sicilian Don. It wants
regime security and it wants recognition. South Korean governments
have over the years used aid leverage (particularly conservatives) to try
and show North Korean people (and especially the caviar chewing elites)
how the North’s regime is not genuinely Korean but Stalinist (although
North Korea actually seems to be more of a fascist and racially motivated
state.) Conservatives in the South have long waited for regime collapse
in the North (unification). Not going to happen seemingly. Liberals want
to put the two Korea’s back together again (re) unification as friends that
go beyond external ideological divisions and naughty foreign jealousies.
Unlikely. Indeed, gradual international boredom with, coupled with
recognition of the North, over time, would enable North Korea to be able
to trade more globally (such as a post-Brexit UK ha ha-good luck!) whilst
having its territorial security and prosperity on its own terms. The idea
of a return to ‘sunshine’ economic cooperation would therefore seem
anachronistic and ludicrous (apart from Kaesong being used again for
cheap North Korean labour). Roll out 2018 then, fast. I’m still hoping
professor Troy allows his fellow colleague the space in the Gazette for
more of my insane and inane rants such as this. Now it’s time for a cool
draught Guinness. That’s always the answer: that, and pizza. Cheers.
And I hope I’m not breaking any cultural diversity taboos or upsetting any
generation snowflake sensibilities by wishing everyone Happy Christmas
and Prosperous New Year ( a la CNN).
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FEATURE_01 KOREAN MIRACLE & PROSPECTS FOR FOREIGNERS

The Hidden Paradise
“South Korea”
Annisa Sylvani Andyastiya
Energy Science
Indonesia

South Korea, a country in East Asia bordering on three seas: Yellow sea in the west, East
China Sea on the south and East Sea on the east, while in the north bordering on the ground
with North Korea. This country has a population of approximately 51.25 million (world-bank
data of 2016) spread over 100,032 square kilometers where 290 sq. km of water is. South
Korea includes a country that has 4 seasons’ spring, summer, fall, and winter.
In accordance with the blessings it has, of course, South Korea save a lot of hidden paradise,
places that have a breathtaking view, which includes:
Suraksan, Seoul
Suraksan Mountain (수락산), not Seoraksan-a national park (설악산), is located on the
border of Seoul, Eujeongbu-si and Byeolnae-myeon, Namyangju-si. Suraksan Mountain is
easily accessible via public transportation and is a popular daytrip for residents of Seoul.
The uniqueness of this mountain is the exposed rocks which very beautiful as a background
photo feel like the age of dinosaurs. Besides that, a new temple, Hakrimsa, it retains its
traditional qualities and is worth a visit. (http://theseoulstop.com).
Naenjangsan
Naejangsan – Located in the Southwestern part of Korea, this mountain is less well-known in
the foreigner community. Inside the park, there are famous waterfalls, such as Dodeok Falls
and Geumseon Falls, and temples such as Baekyangsa and Naejangsa temples. Baekyangsa
Temple is both majestic and serene, surrounded by Gulgeori trees that retain their lush green
leaves even in winter, and also the Bija trees. Along with Baekyangsa Temple, the Naejangsa
Temple is the place to visit during the fall for its lovely autumn leaves. (http://english.
visitkorea.or.kr)

8

This park is said to have the most beautiful fall
foliage in all of Korea but, the Park is beautiful not
only in the fall, it is also majestic in the spring
when the azaleas and cherry blossoms bloom, in the
summer when the green mountain turns greener, and
the winter when the rock cliffs cover themselves with
snow. All throughout the year, different kinds of wild
flowers bloom here.
Jangho – beach
This small paradise, Jangho Beach (장호항), situated
on the shores of Jangho village, a tiny fishing village
on the East Sea Coast which has been designated as
Korea’s most beautiful village in 2011 (source http://
seoulistmag.com). Jangho has been nicknamed the
“Naples of Korea” (Hanguk-ae Napoli!) by the Korea
Tourism Organization for its alluring scenery and clear
blue waters.

Geojedo Island, which boasts the bulk of the South
Sea's tourist attractions. Haegeumgang, Mongdol
Beach and Oedo Island Paradise Island are the most
popular sites among them (source: english.visitkorea.
or.kr).
And of course there are many other interesting
places, but certainly our duty as a human being is to
keep all this beauty long-lasting and can be enjoyed
in the future by maintaining the authenticity and
cleanliness of these locations. So which place will
you visit to fill your vacation?

Geojedo Island (거제도)
Geojedo Island is Korea's second largest island
with breathtaking scenery. At Jangpyeong-ri, simply
pass the great bridge and you will be led directly to
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FEATURE_02 KOREAN MIRACLE & PROSPECTS FOR FOREIGNERS

South Korean Miracle of
Human Resource
Development for
Inclusive Trade

Aye Thi Khaing
Int’l Trade & Policy
Myanmar
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In accordance with the definition of Human beings, people are distinguished
from other animals by superior mental development, power of articulate speech
and upright stance. So human beings are the best of creations in this world as
compare to any other living beings. According to the Quote of Marty Rubin that
“Human nature is water, not stone”, it means like that human can be trained and
transformed easily to meet the standard criteria for all kinds of development. So
Human capital is one of the principal enablers of trade growth and diversification
and an import “buffer” facilitating the adjustment to more open trade.
Appropriate skill development policies are vital to help firms for expanding their
export activities and for workers to find new jobs with equal or higher wages if
they lose their previous jobs. Continuing education, lifelong learning and training,
both at universities and in the form of technical and vocational education and
training (TVET), and on-the-job training, can help workers cope with the big
changes in demand for skills in globalization. For economic growth, globalization
and trade can be powerful drivers and accumulation of human capital may help
to promote export diversification and responsive skill development system can
enhance participation in trade. Furthermore, new HRM practices incorporating
greater emphasis on skills development and systemic focus on compliance with
standard both in internal and external environment and regulations. External
environment includes law, work force, labor unions, stake holders/owners,
competitors, customers and technology and internal environment includes
corporate goal, labor view and organizational culture. Trade and skills also interact
with other policies such as economic and development planning, industry policy,
infrastructure, research and innovation, environmental protection and regional
integration.

The best example in this regard is, Republic of Korea which
shifted from being one of the poor nations in Asia to one of
the most dynamic industrial economies over a few decades by
radically transforming its production structure and participation
in international trade. Its success in structural transformation
and industrial upgrading through a government-led exportoriented strategy has been described by many researchers. The
Republic of Korea has integrated its skills development policy
with its development strategies and it has complemented
economic and development goals by supplying skilled
workers for export-oriented light industries in the 1960s and
early 1970s, heavy and chemical industries in the 1970s and
1980s, and more sophisticated, advanced and knowledgebased industries in the 1990s and 2000s. Actually, advanced
technology is also important for international trade but the
creation and innovation of advanced technology is also mainly
dependent on the capacity and skills of the human beings.
In relating to that, the most vivid story was that there was
a capital flows shock in the Republic of Korea, creating a
problem of mass unemployment and the number of unemployed
more than double because of Asian financial crisis in 1997.
In response to this sort of situation, the Government initiated
comprehensive measures in 1998 and included a shift in
the balance of its skill development policy from supporting
economic growth towards reduction in poverty, inequality,
creation of employment opportunities and introduced Largescale vocational training programs with a particular focus on IT.
Based on the experiences of Republic of Korea, human
resources development is the essential one for developing
knowledge-based economy, reducing skills miss-matches
in the labor market and creating a country’s international
competitiveness by promoting social and economic
development as well being of the people. So let’s endeavor
together for Human resources development in line with Human
resources Development policies for the inclusive trade and
economic growth of a country and globalization.
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FEATURE_03 KOREAN MIRACLE & PROSPECTS FOR FOREIGNERS

Studying in Korea
Uncovered My
Potential

Mokom Brenda Aynim
Int’l Trade
Cameroon
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We sometimes do not know how much energy and
abilities we’ve got inside and may need just a drop of
openness and a touch of believe to discover a stronger
and broader minded person standing before the mirror
with an exact picture of his/her goals and how to get
there .
South Korea can be ordain a breeding ground for
tomorrow`s world leaders through Korean government`s
policy to promote high quality education through a variety
of scholarship categories, thus building a constructive
and hardworking spirit among students with an outcome
of diverse higher quality students for appropriate
developmental changes in every work sphere.
In general, developing countries most particularly Africa
engulfs a wide variety of scholars in assorted grading;
flexible, brilliant, meticulous, creative minded and who
are so uninformed about the wonderful opportunities out
there and how their hided talents can speedup if exposed
and given a try in a supportive and competitive place like
Korea. These and much more will lead to the expertise
and excellence we all crave for, creating an impact in
the world`s evolving issues and may be gain esteem.
`Knowledge is power! ` They say.

Yes I found myself in Korea by chance, and from today till
tomorrow I have no regrets on making my place of choice.
Nursing the dream of getting the best out of education
even after over 9 years out of school and sustaining life
with activities in other fields, Korea gave me a secured,
pleasurable, flexible and friendly study environment and a
list of up-to-date professional courses with which I could
add flesh to my dream.
Also believing that if you are going to achieve excellence
in bigger things, you should develop the habit in little
things, setting objectives and giving each day an
opportunity to attain them. Be rest assured, this is not
without challenges of every kind but only determination, a
positive mind and focus will get you seated right on top of
your goals
After living in this convivial country over a year now, I
sure feel a good dose of self-confidence and have found
a better angle to tackle my weaknesses and to boost my
strength. I can tell of many benefits for my community
from my training and exposure here in Korea.
The key word here is with goals on point and against all
odds, “do not give up, keep searching and knocking until a
door opens somewhere”.
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FEATURE_04 KOREAN MIRACLE & PROSPECTS FOR FOREIGNERS

The South Korean
Government has Created
More Facilities for
International Students

Malikakhon Kholmatova
Int’l Business
Uzbekistan

Nowadays, many foreign students are coming to South Korea to study. Maybe it
is because, Korea also has announced a new strategy to increase the number of
international students in the country. According to the statistics, in 2014 around
80,000 students were studying here, and the government of Korea is going to
increase this number to 200,000 until 2023 years.
The main reason for Korea to create more and more facilities in order to avoid the
decrease in the number of international students. It was 89,537 students in 2011
years, and the trend started to decrease every year until this year. The government
has set a target that by the end of 2023, they are going to increase the enrolment of
international students to nearly 200,000.
If we try to investigate how many students from different countries are studying in
Korea, Chinese students take first place with 76%, then the second one Japanese
then Mongolians and Vietnamese students, Korea is planning to open new ways to
support more and more international students:

1. 	New regulations to permit Korean universities open new departments
and programs for international students
2. 	An explanation of tough exams and promoting English-exams.
Particularly STEM (science, technology, engineering and math.
3. 	Increasing the number of work places for those who are planning to
stay here for longer period.
4. 	Funding a six-week scholarship program that brings more foreign
students into Korea.

14

University World News has noted an apparent correlation between
English-taught programs and those institutions with prominent
STEM programs, international profile or ranking, more sophisticated
support services for international students, and more substantial
English requirements for graduation.
Here, limited job opportunities especially for international
graduates in competitive market of Korea which was the main
reason for fall in the number of foreign students in Korea. However,
in April 2016, Korean government announced that they would

provide international students with better job opportunities. This
was said much earlier but it was not put into actions and from last
year this law gained power.
At present, international students account for about 2% of total
higher education enrolment in Korea. This compares to 18-19%
in the UK or Australia and to an OECD average of 8%. If the
government’s 2023 targets are realized, the proportion of foreign
students in Korean higher education should rise to around 5% by
2023.
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FEATURE_05 KOREAN MIRACLE & PROSPECTS FOR FOREIGNERS

Education and Success
in South Korea,
Lesson for Developing
Countries

Velda Naku Tanjoh
NGO
Cameroon

16

South Korea in particular has gone through a lot of obstacles to make their history and
nobody in the world had imagined that South Korea would grow so quickly after the
country was destroyed during Korean war 1950-1953. The effect of the war put Korea in
almost the same position with Ghana in the 1950s.But what is South Korea today? South
Korea is an advanced country as a result of many factors put together. The rapid growth
is due to other factors including high investment in education. South Korea had wellorganized government development plan, benevolent government leader president Park
Chung Hee not leaving out a well-educated and trained labor force that has strong work
ethics.
Behind Korea’s success was the passion the people had for education and the huge
investment the government put in it. There are many countries in the world especially in
Africa with huge natural resources, but are unable to achieve growth. Korea on her path,
which was of same status with those countries, managed to skip position in the world
ranking system without any natural resources. It was all possible due investments in
education sector.
The South Korean government have one of the best education systems guaranteeing the
right for quality education for all. The government expanded the positions of free education
to all students starting with free primary education in 1959. It expanded free education to
middle school 1985-2005 and is expected this year to expand to high schools. Everyone is
entitled to excellent teachers. Teaching in Korea is one of the most coveted jobs. Korea
has excellent institutions to educate teachers in order to enable them acquire highquality education and are given opportunities to reeducate and train themselves to provide
effective services.
The government of Korea in the process of investing in education built a lifelong system
to expand educational opportunities. It amended the Lifelong Education Act in 1999 to

improve the Korean quality of life and enhance the social capacity,
thus preparing the basis for a lifelong education society. As a
result, there has been a steady growth in the participation rate of
lifelong education in the last 5 years.
Under the principle of education for everyone, the South Korean
government is actively supporting students of socioeconomically
disadvantaged class and students with disabilities. As of now,
Korea is trying to respond to increasing number of multi-cultural
families.
Above 1.4 million (as of 2012) foreigners reside in Korea and of all
students, 0.86 % are from multi-cultural families (as of 2013). The
government gives educational support to students of those families
to study in public schools and their early adaptation to schools.
Through much efforts put by the government, Korean schools
regularly top international comparison of educational standards
such as those run by the Organization of Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), a rich- country league. Korea spends
a larger share of GDP on tertiary education than any rich country
other than America.
Education has contributed a lot to the successes by helping to
produce a hard-working population that has helped to empower its
economic miracle. Education has helped the country to rise from
barefoot to broadband since 1960s, thanks to a good education
system. Education has helped to produce talented young people
with specialties in sciences, and major sectors such as electronics,

mechanical engineering, business management, accounting just
to name a few. The government has also diversified education by
adding foreign languages into their curriculum and introducing
programs in different languages. As a result, many educated adults
can make themselves understood in English and other foreign
languages.
The fact that South Korea has used education to achieve growth
should act as a foot print for developing countries to emulate.
These countries should put the importance of education in their
government policies and to learn how to invest on education in
order to generate a vibrant educated population. If Korea managed
to achieve this goal, others developing countries with hard work
can accomplish the same goal. South Korea is a role model for
every country with prospects of development and growth. The
developing countries should be aware of the fact that besides
other factors put together by the Korean government to become
advanced; much value was given to education because it is the
most powerful instrument for poverty alleviation and reducing
inequality. Education also lays the basis for sustained growth,
better schooling investment leads to increased national income
growth rate. As a result, Korea is a role model for developing
countries since it has not merely grown fast; rather it has combined
growth with stable democracy during the process.
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“Fall” New Color of Life
Reflecting Hope and
Change
The autumn equinox marks the arrival of the season of fall, traditionally seen
as a period of changes leading to the dark of winter. Fall, autumn no matter
what name we give to this beautiful season, science, numerology, astrology,
all ancient cultures and even modern life style associate this season relates
to life in a unique way. This emblematic associations are powerful reminders
that Mother Nature has unbelievable impact on our lives.

Bilquees Jamali
Int’l Trade & Policy
Pakistan

18

There are many symbolic meanings attached to fall. As the Greek philosopher
Heraclitus once said, "The only constant is change." Autumn reminds us that
our bodies, minds, and surroundings are always developing. It focuses on the
impermanence of life, emphasizing how vital it is to embrace the present. By
doing so, we can enjoy what we have before it is gone. Balance in nature
is the most beautiful thing, every single entity in this universe is a symbol of
balance. The autumn equinox is another sign of balance when day and night
is balanced with same length, ancient beliefs and values associate this time
of the year with balance. The sun also enters Libra, which is symbolized by
a pair of balanced scales. Autumn gives us a beautiful chance to determine
this balance in our life. Fall illuminates how beautiful it is to let go fall in
temperature tune to the falling leaves. This idea of letting go show that
all the problems or stresses are temporary in nature and nothing will last
forever. Preservation of life and other basic needs is another inspiring thing

of autumn. It’s the time when animals and
people prepare for winters, farmers harvest
their crops and animals start to store food.
Flower bushes are dead headed or cut back
and, most strikingly of all, we can begin to
plan for the next year. Manure or compost
can be dug in; flower and vegetable beds
can be made ready for a new start in the
spring. This offers a chance to relink to
ourselves while preserving our needs.

Jamali

Every single day of our life is a symbol of
change and this change help us to explore
new mysteries of life. The crisp fall air and
changing leaves personify these unknowns.
And once we accept those unknowns,
we have more capacity to live life to the
fullest. After all, it's quite comforting to
realize that we are all in the same boat
facing the same sea of mystery. Autumn
reminds us year after year what we all
know but often forget which is that endings
mark new beginnings. As we wrap up the
old, we prepare for the new. The way in
which we end, shapes the way in which
we will begin again.

Jamali

Change
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Social Cohesion and
Governance in Mexico &
South Korean Example

Jose Carlos Bernal
NGO
Mexico

20

South Korea went from being one of the poorest countries in the early 1960s to one
of the most stable and powerful economies in the world currently, with high levels of
social cohesion, governance and educational standards. It is important to recognize the
great political work behind it; a number of public policies -of quality and coherencethat were consistent with the times and needs, and served as a support for sustainable
economic development. After the war ended in 1953, South Korea had only one resource
in abundance, their people, and both the and families committed to extraordinary
investment in education, considered as a fundamental basis for the integral development
of each nation. At the same time the need for economic prosperity lead to a result oriented
economy, backed by a political system that offered state aid and protection to key sectors,
while demanding efficiency and social responsibility from the entrepreneurs who received
subsidies.
In contrast to S. Korea, after the global disintegration of communism, Latin America
developed political systems characterized by fostering a growing imbalance of powers
and social classes. The disruption between political and social affairs lead to a strong
de-legitimization of public action; resulting in strong corrupt governments, which favored
impunity, causing impotence among the population and disinterest of for democratically
resolving aims in common. Often the lack of interest from the population combined
with strong governments’ results in a political system that reinforces itself through lack
of transparency, poor governance. In the particular case of Mexico, the rise of citizen
movements has started to encourage participation; in recent years the emergence of
independent politicians, caused by the defamation of the traditional political parties, has
favored the reconfiguration of the socio-political matrix and has proven a challenge for the
continuity of the fore mentioned political system.

In the brief history of South Korea as a nation, it is
clear the process by which the government adjusted
at the time, the circumstances and social facts that
marked the country; today South Korea is one of
the few countries in the world, that implements
democracy according to the determinations and
decisions of its citizens. The moral grounds on which
a government official can be dismissed is an example
for developing democracies. In a similar fashion, in
recent years in Latin America, there has been a rising
in civil involvement and transparency that has led
to judicial procedures and dismissals of the former
presidents of Brazil, Paraguay, Guatemala, Ecuador,
among others; but in the particular case of Mexico,
impunity remains an unresolved issue.
In its six-decade experience of accelerated economic
growth S. Korea offers numerous lessons for
Mexico, Latin America and developing nations. It
is important to highlight that S. Korea achieved
social cohesion and good governance through the
implementation of active, coordinated and dynamic

public policies that proved effective in developing
the economy and society; the key factor of their
success seems to be the fact that they were results
oriented and that leaders (economic, social and
political) were held accountable for their services
from early years. Another possible success factor
could be the alternation of power, by which the ruling
governments have tried their best to remain good in
the sight of the population and take more careful and
considered decisions.
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Failure of the Political
left in Latin America

Barros Gusto Lizeth Patricia
Int’l Trade
Ecuador

22

Leftish politics, within this type of policy, it is commonly understood that the government
will act as an instrument to defend and guarantee the rights of its citizens. The
governments of the Left, often associated a socialist ideology, seek to eliminate the
inequality and equitably share the wealth of the country, through the implementation
of policies that promote improvement in health, education, access to basic services,
employment, housing, security, etc.
Historically, Latin American countries have had high levels of social inequality often
associated with the colonial period. In recent years, under promises of economic prosperity
and an end to corruption, many countries in Latin America experienced a rise in political
Left governments. These political Left parties won elections and repeated periods of
governance in countries such as: Argentina 12 years (2003-2015), Brazil 13 years (20032016), Bolivia (2006- now), Venezuela 18 years (1999- now) and Ecuador 10 years (2007now); however, the trend is diminishing and the political Left parties are facing serious
criticism over the region.
During the early years, these countries experienced an economic boost attributed to the
high prices of oil and a rise of raw materials exports. With the revenues obtained from
these activities, the fore mentioned governments made great investments in areas such
as education and health, while also implementing foreign trade resistive policies, large
public spending and low savings. However, in recent years both the price of commodities
and oil fell dramatically- as the Goldman Sachs (S & P GSCI) index indicates, in 2015 many
commodities reached its lowest point in 16 years, with a loss of about 30% the value of
its price-; These economic changes had considerable impact on the wealth stream of these
countries and put their economies in significant problems.
The governments of the Left who planned and got used to managing high levels of income,
experienced a sudden reduction of it. This resulted in the governments not being able to

maintain their investment policies; as a response,
some governments founded their investment
plans with borrowed debt, while some others
undelivered their promises and stop paying debtors.
The economic environment and the idea that the
investment policies had always been unsustainable
in the long term -because of their high costs-, lead to
the lost of popular support.
Another punch to the political Left in L. America was
the lack of transparency. Although most electoral
campaigns emphasized the fight against corruption,
many mandates were plagued with it; for which
several of the presidents are being investigated.
Among the countries the corruption scandals include:
Argentina with former President Cristina Kirchner
being prosecuted for several corruption cases.
Brazil with the dismissal of Former President Dilma
Rousseff and former President Lula Da Silva, who
are facing the justice for making up public accounts,
and investigations into the Odebrecht bribe case. In
Ecuador Vice President Jorge Glass entered prison
on October 4, 2017 for allegations of bribes and
Moreover, some left governments in Latin America
have resisted the transition of power by seeking
to perpetuate their government, through the

manipulation of public institutions. In Venezuela Hugo
Chavez followed by Nicolás Maduro have remained
in power by violently oppressing the opposition
and civilians. Rafael Correa in Ecuador sought to
implement a policy of indefinite reelection, and in a
similar fashion, Evo Morales made a referendum to
get his 5th consecutive term in Bolivia.
In contrast countries who opted for a more moderate
model -left center- like Peru, or where political Left
was displaced promptly like Chile, currently enjoy
a more stable and prosperous economy than its
neighboring countries. Furthermore, countries that
have already given up this model like Argentina with
businessman Macri, Peru with former banker Pedro
Kuczynski and Brazil with Michel Temer, are showing
clear signs of an improving economy.
In conclusion, although the objectives of socialism
are good and beneficial for the countries, they must
be implemented carefully to avoid failure. From
the Latin American experience, we can say that
the political left ideology must be accompanied by
responsible governments, better management of the
economy and a strong fight against corruption.
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People need to know
That ISIS Agenda is not Islam

ElSayed Ibrahim Kshanh
Energy Science & Policy
Egypt

24

A Big Misconception when you hear in the news the term (Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria or ISIS), Most of the ISIS leaders are dissidents or intelligence officers of different
nationalities. Their countries (Arabic and Non-Arabic) have trained them to master
extremism and put money in their hands to be the leaders. This is the secret, about the
logistic support to them, and most of the funding comes from different countries around
the world.
ISIS emerged on the Iraqi arena during the American occupation of Iraq, which made it a
center of attraction for the Iraqi youth, which seeks to confront the American occupation
of their country. After Syrian crisis, the influence of the organization quickly expanded and
it became one of the most powerful militias deployed and fighting in the lands of Iraq and
Syria.
All Muslims around the world are against ISIS ideology, a lot of activities in different
Islamic countries conducted to discuss this problem because they are using Islam as a
cover for their actions. There are 1.62 Billion Muslims around the world. They are 23% of
the world populations. ISIS represent less than 0.000001% of Islamic world. Terrorism is
an act, not a religion, a particular person or a sect.

Clearly ISIS is not Islam. Muslims wants to see
ISIS defeated more than any other religions , many
Islamic countries have been attacked by terrorist
organization wings of “ISIS” as compare to any other
countries in the world. For examples Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Kuwait and Nigeria etc.
There is one question we have to answer, now ISIS
is a very small group of people (militias) living now
in a small area on the border between Iraq and
Syria. Why till now united nation and international
community doesn’t take real action to solve this
problem forever (I think the same answer why Syrian
crisis has not been resolved till now).
The members of ISIS call themselves Muslims and a
believer of Islam and claim their acts to be a part of
the religion, well; it’s at all not true. Firstly, they are
not Muslims because Islam does not allow violence,
even hurting a spider is considered as a sin; secondly
it is strictly forbidden in Islam to kill innocents and

to declare anyone as non-Muslim and hurt them
because they are not Muslims and finally Islam
totally refuse violence and terrorism and warned of
its dire dangers and consequences. {{We have not
sent you (Prophet Muhammad) except as a mercy
to all the worlds}), this simple words mentioned in
Muslim's Qur’an means Islam came to promulgation
humanity, kindness, and mercy among the people.
All nations of the world have a common responsibility
to eliminate terrorism by halting logistical and
financial support, spreading justice, resolving
problems and disputes, which are fertile ground for
the growth of terrorism. The United Nations and the
international community should play more effective
role.
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The Future of NGOs in the Face
of Reduced Official
Development Assistance

Kavuma Prichard Denzel
NGO
Uganda

26

After publication of a lot of Development and
Economic literature against ODA; for example,
Dambisa Moyo’s Dead Aid, OECD donor countries
have seemingly realized that their support over the
years has not done much in the global campaign
towards the attainment of the MDGS, especially
the reduction of the poverty levels; and yet they are
also now faced with a number of social, political
and economic challenges in their own states in the
name of for example the refugee crisis (which was
supposed to be resolved to a great extent by the
ODA). They are now tending to think and reason
towards diverting much of this resource envelope
towards solving some of these alarming challenges
back home.
In the face of all this, ODA Recipient organizations
like World Vision are lobbying the OECDs not to
reduce this support because of the overwhelming

need, crises and unimaginable levels of vulnerability.
Economics are opining that too much aid cannot
help much because too much of anything eventually
leads to the point of diminishing returns. They are
consequently prescribing what they are terming as
“Optimum ODA” which is neither too much nor too
less; but rather adequate, efficient and effective
ODA.
Organizations like the Global Innovation Fund are
suggesting for funding and ODA to shift focus
towards rewarding innovation through social
enterprises. The notion of focusing on poverty
reduction prevention as opposed to reduction is also
being considered as a viable option. There are some
other development activists that are proposing more
focus on fragile states; among other propositions.
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Issues In Poverty

Velda Naku Tanjoh
NGO
Cameroon

28

Poverty is an issue that is hitting every Conner of today’s world, but in the real sense,
poverty is not something new. It is a problem that has swept the world since ages and
from generation to generations. Yesterday we talked about poverty in the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and today we discuss poverty in the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) as if it is a newly discovered phenomenon. Poverty is one of the world’s
greatest challenges, it is an age old problem that has persisted because it is not well
managed.
Poverty per say can be seen as a universal problem in the sense that it affects almost
every part of the global community, but poverty should not be address by a universal
or generalized model. Though poverty is a general issue, its affects nations or states
differently and also, there are different causes as far as different nations are concerned.
Poverty experienced in developed countries is different from the way poverty has been
experienced in less developed countries, same stands true for the causes of poverty.
Poverty should be addressed, as case by case model to curb this problem.
If there is need to tackle this issue, we need to start by looking at the causes in respective
countries. Since poverty is an old problem, some of the causes are traced right back to
the colonial era. During that period, these colonial rulers subjugated and divided these
countries in a way that till date these divisions still possess a lot of conflicts that are
affecting the states negatively. Valuable natural resources like goal, oil, diamond etc. were
exploited which has led to long term poverty.
Natural disaster and climate change on the other hand have played a major role in the
wide spread of poverty in some parts of the world. It has caused loss of lives, destruction
of properties, which has render people to poor state in the affected regions likewise their
neighbors to an extent.
Most of the political regimes with dictators have caused a lot of imbalanced distribution of
wealth and income in respective countries. To a greater extend, these regimes accumulate
wealth in the hands of few while the masses live in abject poverty. The highly corrupted
regimes with economic programs that do not encourage growth, is another cause of
poverty.

Despite the variations in the causes of poverty,
some still see the solution to poverty as providing
foreign aid to the poor countries. Jeffrey Sachs
talked of providing foreign aid to the poor while
the IMF and World Bank released a report called
The Global Monitoring Report which said that aid
should be doubled. Foreign aid is good no doubt, but
it provides a short term relief to an extent. What is
the use of foreign aid to a country whose poverty is
being caused by poor governance? What is the use
of foreign aid to a country whose state of poverty is
caused by reoccurrence of natural disaster? What
is the use of foreign aid to a corrupt government?
Worst of all aid without accomplishment is a zerosum game.
I believe poverty should be treated as a case by case
problem, where the solution of poverty is channeled
in relation to the causes of poverty in a particular
country. With this model, it will be discovered that

the solution of poverty will differ from country to
country though it is obvious that some might have
same solutions due to the similarities in their causes
of poverty. In a case where the poor state of a nation
is being caused by climate change, the people should
be taught about climate change which will help them
prepare for the worst future reoccurrence of adverse
climatic conditions rather than only providing aid.
There are also unique factors in the globe that lead
to economic growth and alleviation of poverty like
raising agricultural productivity. There should be high
investment in this area rather than channeling aids
to countries that end up not knowing her priorities.
Till date, poverty is not yet eroded because of the
generalized approach for resolving this issue. The
earlier we treat poverty as a case by case model the
more we will discover the causes and provide better
solutions to world poverty.
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NAFTA 2.0, or The End of
World’s Largest Economic Bloc?

After 23 years on being enforced, the renegotiation of the North American Free Trade
Agreement process started in mid-August as requested by USA. Although Canada, United
States and Mexico support the need for a modernization of the treaty to target more
efficiently the current international trade conditions, the individual priorities of each
country threatens its existence, and questions the future economic prosperity of the region.

Albarran Velasco Ana Luisa
Int’l Trade
Mexico

The NAFTA agreement was enforced in 1994 - replacing the previously exiting FTA
between Canada and the USA. The signing of this agreement became the first FTA
between developed countries (USA & Canada) and a developing country (Mexico). Also it
set precedents by becoming the first trade-binding agreement stronger that one subscribed
by the WTO members; including its own Dispute settlement process, intellectual property
rights, foreign investment protection and two complementary cooperation agreements
(environmental protection and labor rights). Furthermore, the NAFTA became a global
example of trade liberalization and set the draft-framework in which most FTA’s are
currently based on.
As of 2017, the North American Free Trade area is the biggest economic zone in the
world; accounting for 25% of the world’s GDP, with only the 7% of its population. Since
its enforcement regional trade has tripled, boosting the development of hundreds of
thousands SME’s in each country, it estimated to have created over 15 million jobs in
the region and billions of FDI. Despite these data, the NAFTA has faced many criticism
reflecting the trade offs each country has had.

30

The USA government has suggested a 5years term
revision of the treaty, to which Canada and Mexico
have firmly opposed, arguing that it would generate
a very unstable business environment that will
discourage investment. Also the US is pushing
for a different Dispute resolution method, which
currently allows countries to challenge Domestic
courts’ rule over disputes in a NAFTA panel, which
has been strongly opposed by Canada and Mexico.
The US is demanding higher regional content
in manufacturing goods. The US main concern is
regaining manufacturing jobs lost to Mexico. On the
other hand, Canada is pushing for stronger labor
safeguards and the US resistance of more movement
of labor. Among Canada’s main issues are the US
trade barriers on Canadian lumber and Bombardier
aircrafts.
Mexico is demanding a freer market for government
procurement, the reduction of barriers to services
and agricultural protectionism. Mexico’s biggest
challenge is to comply with the Labor demands. Its
main concerns are protecting the automobile industry

and supply chains.
Although the aim is to achieve a consensus and time
pressure is expected to kick in any time, the three
countries have made clear statements concerning
not settling if the conditions are not favorable;
The US has been very clear about its desire for a
positive trade balance, Canada about creating a
win-win situation -regarding of the trade balanceand Mexico has voiced out its reluctance to accept
fewer benefits. With the possibility of not reaching
an agreement, and the unlikeliness of a status-quo
(due to the political and economic implications),
the possibility of a withdrawal lingers in the air.
In this scenario any given country can unilaterally
submit a 6 months’ notice, after which the WTO
standards would be set in place; however, the most
likely course of action in this case would be bilateral
agreements between the three countries, which
could result in the loss of cross-border supply chains
and trade of narrow line of products and services .
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Nepal’s WTO Membership:
Challenges and Opportunities

Shobha Ojha
Int’l Trade & Policy
Nepal

32

Realizing the potentials of trade integration and trade liberalization, Nepal became the
member of WTO on 23rd April 2004. The global integration of small and landlocked
countries like Nepal through WTO membership can be instrumental for rapid economic
growth, poverty reduction and promotion of human development. Liberalizing trade and
expanding it to the global market directly impacts positively in many important areas of
the socio-economic welfare of people and the nation. One noticeable benefit of global
trade integration means lower price of tradable goods, competition and specialization of
products and services in the world market and open to choice of goods and services.
Today Nepal celebrates 13 years of WTO membership, Nepal has struggled hard to reap
the benefits of globalization and liberalization in its efforts for economic development
through Nepal’s involvement in international market for trade promotion.
The perennial trade deficit year after year has posed critical challenges in achieving
Nepal’s long- term dream of inclusive and sustainable economic growth. Only when Nepal
can benefit from trade by transforming trade deficit into trade surplus, our vision of an
economically viable economy can be translated into a reality. Nepal has some significant
practical challenges in trade liberalization and trade facilitation. First, Nepal’s landlocked
status demands more collaboration with trade and transit partners. Second, Nepal needs
WTO membership more importantly as a global platform to access the international market
and benefit the rights and privileges offered to LDCs by the WTO provisions. When over 90
% of global trade is within global integration and under the WTO framework provisions,
Nepal cannot remain indifferent to globally vibrant economy.

Opportunities of WTO membership
WTO is a global marketplace for the ongoing
liberalization process: to rise credibility of initial
reforms, to offer substantial improvements in market
access, to secure transit rights, to deliver faster,
impartial and a binding mechanism for dispute
settlement.
Market access opportunities
Market access facilitated by the WTO framework
means more investment in key areas of economic
production and industrialization process. This results
in rapid flow of trade within member nations without
any discrimination. One challenge is this regard is
supply side constraints. For this, governments have
to raise export to cope with this challenge.
Consistent Policies for better Foreign Direct
Investment
Consistent policies are undeniably an important
pillar in enhancing participation of private sector
for investment and industrialization. Also, national
policies should be in line with the framework of
WTO provisions so as to enhance the credibility of
the country in terms of economic governance for FDI
promotion.
Benefits of positive discrimination

Differential Treatment (S&DT) provisions of WTO.
Nepal is exempted from abiding tough obligations,
and is given longer transition period for necessary
policy and institutional adjustment.
Establishment of trade and transit rights
Nepal, as a landlocked country, must get institutionalized
recognition for access to the sea. Article V of General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which constitute
mandatory provisions to all member countries of WTO,
deals with freedom of transit. Finally, being a member
of WTO, Nepal has legal rights to participate in global
trading system without any restrictions and delay.
The membership, however, entails both costs
and benefits. Considering the prevalent level of
infrastructural and human resource development,
competitiveness of private sector and supply
side constraints, it seems that Nepal has a more
challenging task to accumulate benefits from
the WTO membership. The overall benefits of
membership depends on Nepal’s renewed capacity to
take advantages of multilateral trading opportunities,
to accomplish trade obligation through strengthening
and reforming existing institutions, quality of
production and overall business environment.
(The writer is associated with WTO Division at
Ministry of Commerce, Government of Nepal)

Nepal as LDC member can benefit from the WTO
through special arrangements of. Special and
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The Soviet Union

Lenkina Elena
NGO
Russia

34

Everybody has heard about the Soviet Union, but not everyone can explain what it really
was. Usually, when foreigners talk about the Soviet Union, they mention a vast territory
and communism; these two attributes while correct, fail to describe the whole system.
First of all, it is important to note that the Soviet Union was a state which consisted of
different republics that covered 1/6 part of land. More particularly, it covered the territory
of the East Europe, North, Central and East Asia. The exact number of republics that
comprised the USSR is hard to determine, as during its existence some republics joined
and left the union; when the Soviet Union collapsed it consisted of 15 republics.
Moreover, it is essential to highlight that communism was only an ideology within the
Soviet Union which connected republics. People believed in the possibility of a society
where everybody have equal rights, where all the natural resources were to be fairly
distributed among citizens, and in the existence of a system free of crime and bribes, poor
and rich people; at a given point the idea of getting rid of money was even considered, as
education, medicine, goods and products were supposed to be free for everyone. Although
it sounded very attractive in theory, the reality that people faced was other. It is wrong
to say that the soviet citizens lived in communism, as a true communism system was
never reached. Communism is highest point of socialism, and the USSR only managed to
implement the so- called “developed socialism” but the aim of living under a communist
system failed.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia was recognized as its official successor.
There were many reasons for that. Firstly, all the leaders and headquarters were located
in Moscow. Secondly, the ruble was the main currency among the republics. Thirdly, the
Russian language was international in the frames of the Union.

Despite the fact that the USSR doesn`t exist
anymore, the political and economic ties are friendly
and very strong among these states. In order to
keep such close ties, the ex-soviet states decided
to create a Commonwealth of Independent States.
This is international organization or agreement helps
to regulate their collaboration, simplifies migration
and provides a base for economic cooperation.
Unfortunately, some former republics such as
the Baltic States and Georgia regard Russia as a
rival. Russia claims not to be interested in their
government affairs, but rather stable and trustworthy
political relations and economic cooperation.
Although the USSR had a lot of disadvantages, such
as the prohibition for citizens to go abroad and the
state interference in every aspect of life, old people
who used to live in the Soviet Union remember
those days with nostalgia. The level of safety was
incredibly high, education and health systems were

one of the best in the world; people felt part of a
society, where everybody really helped each other,
and where everybody was important. Although
the idea of living in a communist society might be
appealing for a lot of people, the USSR example
shows that a perfect communist system is not
attainable; and that without the full characteristics
of it, the benefits come short handed.
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The Hyundai steel
company Experience

Abdulqudus Jamiu Ibraheem
Energy Science & Policy
Nigeria

36

The Hyundai steel company is one of the leading manufacturing companies
for steel for various industries including the automobile industry, construction,
industry, energy industry, home appliance industry ship building industry and
other industries.
The Hyundai steel company visit was a very educative one as it gave us an
insight to the processes involved in the production of steel and also in the
recycling of scrap metals which they collect majorly about 60% from within
Korea and the remaining 40% comes from USA and Australia.
The Hyundai steel company is constructed on a large span of land with three
sections A, B and C. The ‘A’ section is where they collect scrap, where we
saw 2 km long ship line, the scrap metals and after removal of paint, this
scrap materials gets chopped into very tiny pieces and then sent to the
electric furnace where these metals are melted at about 1250 degrees, that
is a really very high temperature and when it is melted it turns into molten
steel and then transported in trains which they call "shuttle bus"-- these
shuttle buses are designed to hold temperatures of up to 2000 degrees and
their internal lining is made of fire bricks which have to be Pre-heated before
the molten steel is poured into it. Now going to the second area ‘B’, where
the production of the steel goes on from iron ore in their three blast furnaces
which produce approximately 11,500 tons of molten steel per day. We had the
chance of seeing one of the domes which is 37 m high where the iron ore is

being collected and stored for about 7 days; after this the iron
ore is transferred using a conveyor machine to their various blast
furnaces where it is melted and molded into blocks about 20-100
mm thick and each weighing a ton each.
We also had the opportunity of visiting a plant in which the
molded blocks are melted under temperatures reaching 1400
degrees and stretched out to the specification of the customer
while being passed on rollers then they are cooled down with
high pressured water which also cleans the metal sheets of
impurities which might have gathered on the metal surface due to
the fact that the metal blocks are stored outside. The water that
is not evaporated afterwards is being recycled and reused.
The third section which was "Area C" this section was formerly
part of the sea but was constructed with slag materials, which
was very an interesting concept. They also had the tunnels
which are about 100 km long which run through the whole plant
carrying gasses produced which are transported to the power
plants for generation of electricity. The plant still has vast land
for expansion in the future as they hope to be the leading steel
production company for the next 100 years.
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Korea Unification

Shanel Green
Energy Science & Policy
Jamaica

To fully consider the possibility of unification we must first understand the History. Korea
was once one country but due to a series of events including the “Cold War” Korea was
divided into a communist country “North Korea” and a capitalist country “South Korea”. This
divide has led to ongoing conversation as to whether there will ever be possible unification
to a country that was once united. Recently Ajou students had the privilege to have
Catherine Lee as a guest speaker on the topic “Korea Unification”. She is an international
development M&E Specialist, project manager and film director. She has worked and studied
in numerous capacities that have allowed her to find her passion which is documenting many
untold stories happening across the world. At Ajou University she revealed one of those
stories.
At the starting of the lecture students were shown a movie entitled “9 and 38”. The movie
depicted a man’s passion and determination to unify Korea through music. The main
character thought that even though there was a separation in land, they could project music
through the air via the DMZ. The group of musicians was to play while a North Korean
choir sang “The Arriang song”. The event was in commemoration of Korea’s independence
however these volunteers did not feel independent in this situation as their efforts were
met with challenges due the involved party’s unwillingness to accept responsibility. The
main character shared his views and revealed consequences of his passion or possible
obsession of his nine year long quest for unification. The Guest speaker at the end of the film
challenged the students with questions of leadership and ethics depicted within the film.
Question 1
The Soldiers guarding the Unification Bridge felt badly to reject the musicians’ entry.
He expressed that he was sorry but he had to follow orders. His actions were fully
understandable and the thought is that most persons would have done the same. However
would you? What are the implications of ethics and leadership in the situation?
To this persons were of the view that they would have done the same because the soldier
was only doing his job. His job within his post was to follow orders. However he saw the
good that the group of musicians was trying to accomplish and felt it necessary to express
his apologies. Scenarios were posed of the possibility of him not following orders and the
consequences he would have faced. The group concluded that the solider after this incident
could have spoken to his superior to generate conversations further up the hierarchy or find
ways to let this group of musicians act be known. His contribution despite being small could
have benefited the musician’s goal greatly.
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Question 2
The United Nations commanded South Korean Government
and even North Korean Government – to the extent we know
– supported the joint concert ide (there is much verbal and
written evidence). But no one was willing to take the first step to
actionize it. Instead, each said if they received a formal written
statement from [name another side] they would approve it.
Would you have done anything differently in one of their shoes?
What are the implications of leadership and ethics in this
situation?
The group would have done something differently. They would
have gotten the necessary written approval before going to the
DMZ. To this however Catherine Lee made the point that the
main character did have an endorsement letter which was the
best thing he had in written form. She also agreed that there
was much more that the film did not mention which caused
there to be misunderstanding to the students who watched.
To the students she confirmed that they were correct as the
main character tried to get the required documents but was
unsuccessful. Involved parties had good intentions however for
something of this nature there is no rule book for having the
first ever concert between North and South Korea. She charged
the students to think beyond now to when they will return to
their countries or wherever they plan to work in the future in
leadership roles. The questions that should be on their minds
should be “what acts they can do to effect change?”
Question 3
The South Korean government, unlike the North Korean regime
does not have the sovereignty to let its own citizens into its side
of the joint security area. It is ironic that on Independence Day,
the South Koreans still found them with little independence.
Should South Korea accept this status quo of more than seven
decades? How could it exercise leadership to gain that kind of
sovereignty? What are the implications of leadership and ethics
in this situation?
Two opinions arose from this group.
Yes .They should accept the status qou because South Korea has
relied on the United Nations (USA) for so many years even now
with various aids. This lack of sovereignty has kept South Korea
safe so far with a reliable ally which is the US.
No .Since now the main conflict is between North Korea and the
US. Why doesn’t South Korea gain independence from the US?

Especially since this is not their fight.
The leadership that represents the involved parties did not
present themselves well because of their stance to not take on
the responsibility. If the country were to seek sovereignty their
leaders would be vocal to the UN (USA) and could have used
this concert as a stepping stone. However for reasons unknown
to views on Independence Day unification concert did not seem
priority to the three involved parties.
Question 4
The violinist Hyungjoon Won, is still continuing to pursue his
singular goal of a joint concert by North and South Korea, for the
9th year.
Would you? Is it leadership to keep trying something which does
not succeed?
Within the film Hyungjoon Won became divorced due to him
putting his vision before his wife and child. He admits his doubt
“How can a man who can’t unite his family unite North and
South Korea?” Thoughts of the students varied as some thought
his leadership was commendable due to his determination.
While others like him questioned his effectiveness and whether
his leadership was driven by passion or obsession. Reponses
varied amounts idealists and realists. If the man himself has
doubts so will his followers while some thought that lacking as
a family man has no relation to being an effective leader.

Conclusion
Catherine Lee encouraged the students to think once more
as to whether there is a tradeoff once someone takes on a
leadership role. If there is, what is one willing to sacrifice
for the goal whether social life, family or friends. From her
experience with Hyungjoon Won on his quest for unification
she has witnessed his growth as a person as he learned
from his attempts and alluding to the fact that as a leader
one must be learning in order to grow. She also responded
to questions of her own and students “Would unification
have been possible with this concert? “. She does not know.
However no one knows, one can only hope. This very hope
one of more people has made many positive geopolitical
goals possible this act of unification is no different.
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Have you been longing for a trip to a country of your choice, to experience the mouthwatering
food, breathtaking views and to mingle amongst the natives? What if you could experience this
in one day? In South Korea! Ajou University was in for a treat as the GSIS( Graduate School of
International Studies) department hosted their annual International Day event entitled “It’s a
small world”. The aim of the event is to showcase many cultures that pass through the gates of
Ajou University. Thirty six (36) countries were on displaying as their booths highlighted delicious
food, traditional attire along with welcoming natives.

Shanel Green
Energy Science & Policy
Jamaica
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To get an idea of what goes into representing ones culture at such an event the following
questions were asked to the various country representatives : “ Is this your first international day
event?” ,” How was the preparation for the day’s event ?” and “Share something about your
culture”.
Vietnam The Female members were dressed in their traditional wear as they greeted curious
viewers to their booth. For some Vietnamese it was their first international day while for others
their second time. Spring roll also known as “Goi Cuon “ was prepared which is a Vietnamese
traditional dish which usually consists of pork , prawn and vegetables and other ingredients
wrapped in Vietnamese rice paper. They expressed excitement for this year’s festivities as it is a
chance for them to share with their culture with their classmates and the rest of the school.

Uzbekistan The booth was decorated with the Uzbekistan
flag as a backdrop with breathtaking pictures of their country along
the walls of the tent. The table was laden with fruits, vegetables
and what seemed to be their traditional meals. One traditional
food was Tandoor bread commonly called nan. Two pleasant ladies
were present in traditional attire ready to serve. Interesting and
awesome were the words used to describe their preparations for
the event. It was the first time for one of the ladies so from this
experience she was able to have a smooth time preparing for the
event.

Pakistan The booth was filled with traditional attire, their
flags and well garnished food. They also offered Henna drawings
which is a temporary and beautiful tattoo. Pakistan is in the south
Asian region. It was difficult to find the ingredients however they
were able to find ingredients that are commonly used in Indian
restaurants. It was not the first time for the representatives as they
expressed that international day is always a fun experience and
one representative expressed it is the one day he looks forward to
each year.

Latin America Colours, music and tacos are the words that
come to mind when one visited the Latin American Booth. The
countries represented were Colombia, Ecuador, and Mexico. One
representative was wearing a colorful head-mask called “diablo
huma mask ” which is worn during various events and parties in
Ecuador. For all the representatives it was their first time and they
were enjoying it.

Other activities:

Russia Russian pancakes called “Blini” were on sale which
is usually eaten with sweet sauces and the best drink ever called
“Kompot” according to the representatives. They expressed that
it was difficult to find the Russian products. It was their first
experience and expressed that they were honored to share their
Russian culture.
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Ghana Music was booming as you approached the Ghanaian
booth. The booth was decorated with their flag and traditional
attire. The traditional food being offered were Chicken gizzard
Kebabs, special jollof rice and Bissab drink. For this group it was
not hard finding ingredients in Korea. It was the first international
day for a few of the members however the other representatives
were seasoned. An interesting fact about Ghanaians is that they
wear a handmade woven colourful cloth popularly known as “kente”
normally worn at special events or by Cheifs and Queen mothers.

The event aimed to involve everyone as there was a tug of war
game between Blue team Vs Red team On the first attempt the
red team won using force and team work however the team work
and force was no match for the blue team that were victorious in
the end. For those non muscle competitive persons various Korean
games were available which seemed to have interested many
throughout the event. There were also cultural performances being
displayed on stage. The different groups showcased talent in the
form of rap, dance and singing. Cheers could be heard from the
audience in response to these performances. Towards the end the
top booth was awarded to Bangladesh and the top performer was
from France.
International Day is an event that everyone looks forward to
yearly from those representing their country to mere spectators.
The cultures displayed did an outstanding job as they taught and
shared. Speaking on behalf of the many spectators I can’t wait for
next year’s international day.

41
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First Sports Day for
International Student

Annisa Sylvani Andyastiya
Energy Science & Policy
Indonesia
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1

Group photo

2

All the participant during the opening session

3

Opening speech by SWCIC representative

4

Warm-up exercise

5

Student oath

6

Games 11 : Gathering together

7

Rolling a ball games

8

Throwing a ball games

9

Happy Together games

10

Kyonggi University as winner

It has been shown that physical education and sport is important to the development of
not only children but also young people. So why not celebrate achievements in sports day
by allowing young students to show off their skills during a sports day?
It's good to play sport for health reasons, but there is so much more to it than that. Sports
day for has been proven to enhance mental and physical development, as well as social
skills and even improvements in academic performance. Young people also learn handson about the need to abide by the rules, team work, fair play and respect for others. They
may see their favourite footballers diving for a penalty, fouling an opponent or pretending
that they didn’t handle the ball in the area but they soon learn, through playing sports, that
such actions are not fair and are not in the team’s best interests.
On 5 November 2017, the very first sports festival for foreign students took place at
AJOU University Gymnasium. The event was organized by Suwon Center for International
Cooperation involving four universities: Kyung Hee University (경희대학교), Kyonggi
University – (경기대학교), Sungkyunkwan University (성균관대학교) and Ajou University
(아주대학교). There were various games performed such as waving, seven-legged race,
bouncing ball, jump rope, mission relay and finally Kyonggi University was the winner of
this race. According to SWCIC representatives as the organizers, this event will be held
every year as a relaxing event for all foreign students and of course strengthening the
friendship between universities in Gyeonggi Province. So, see you next year!
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DMZ
A Torn but Hopeful Korea

Shanel Green
Energy Science & Policy
Jamaica
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To an international student the effect of the separation of North and South Korea initially
bears no gut wrenching feelings. Instead the emotions felt by an international student
are that of excitement, curiosity and hope to see North Korea or better yet Kim Jong
Un himself. Once the reality kicks in that the thought will remain a thought, the pain
experienced by Korean Natives over 60 years due to the separation becomes the reality.
The tour took us to four major sites which were all a part of the DMZ tour each unfolding
their own bitter tale of Koreas’ history.
The first stop was Imjingak developed after the South and North joint agreement in 1972.
There were various relics and monuments to be seen as a result of the Korean War which
broke out on June 25, 1950 as North Korea tried to capture South Korea on their quest of
unification through one communist country. “Steam locomotive at the Jangdan Station
of the Gyeongui line” The train remains with over 1200 bullet holes and was left at the
DMZ since it was derailed by bombs during the Korean War. This train once transported
passengers between North and South Korean.
“Bell of Peace” The bell of peace represents the peace of mankind and unification of the
Korean nation of the new millennium. It is Interesting to note that the bell weighs 21tons
and has 21 stairs to commemorate the 21st Century.
“Imjingak” Building/Structure built after the Joint agreement the structure has various
facilities and has an observatory deck on the roof and allows you the see the entire facility
including the civilian passage restricted area. The other monuments and relics were all
built to symbolize hope while not forgetting a war torn past.

Due to civilian access limitations to the following places on
the tour students had to walk with proper identification. At this
point soldiers boarded the bus and checked for identification
while conducting a head count. This was done at the checkpoint
beyond the Unification Bridge. This experience brought to light the
seriousness of the separation as the soldiers aim to protect the
borders at all cost.
The second stop was” Dora Observatory”. From this observatory
students were able to overlook North Korea and various locations
Gasesong, Songaksan , Kim Il-Sung Statue and the Coorperation
farm (Geumamgol). This was the closest we could get to North
Korea on this tour which was through binoculars. Within the
observatory there was a miniaturized outline of the landscape
seen from the observatory. A video was shown also for us to
understand better the landscape.
The Third stop was the “Third Tunnel” that was the third tunnel
discovered by South Korea forces in the DMZ in 1978. It is about
1.6km long with height and width of 2m and could accommodate
30,000 soldiers per hour. To date four tunnels have been
discovered but there is to believe to be many more yet to be
discovered. We had the chance to hike down the tunnel. We were
equipped with hard hats and warned that there were low ceilings

within the tunnel. Within the tunnel the initial descend was
very steep. Beyond that point most persons had to be bending.
The tunnel seemed like a cave as it was dark (slightly lit) and
wet. There were holes within the walls were explosives were
once possibly placed. The tour guide revealed to us that the war
between north and South Korea never really ended just halted due
to cease fire and that at any moment word war there could break
out.
The final stop was “Dorasan Train Station” situated on the
Gyeongui line which used to connect North and South Korea
and has since been restored. Its main use currently is for visitors
who wanted to take a trip to Pyongyang. There was a map above
the entrance which showed the Trans Korean line and the transSiberian line which could connect to Edinburg. Within the station
it looks modern with a sections displaying art reflecting train
wheels and a snack and souvenir store.
Despite the rushed tour due to the ill weather, the trip to the DMZ
was worthwhile. Reflecting on the day it seems that the weather
evoked the emotion of sadness as students reflected on the
history of Koreas’ separation told by the tour guide. Towards the
end of the trip there was a talk amongst students as they too like
many Koreans long to see the day of unification.
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Nubi
Activities

For international students, making instant friends upon arrival at the university
was never a thought. However at Ajou as one enters the GSIS building one is
greeted with warm smiles and the chance to have a Nubi Buddy. Nubi Ajou is
a group of volunteer Korean Students who aim to help international students
become acclimatized to Korean culture. What better way to do so than to plan
epic activities. Let’s recap a few done so far:

Shanel Green
Energy Science & Policy
Jamaica
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History with a Twist
Do you find history boring? What would you say to Visiting one of Korea’s
impressive structures from the latter part of the Joseon Dynasty the”
Hwaseong Fortress” filled with “pop-up missions” and fun filled activities. Are
you curious as yet?
International students were in for a treat as they had the chance to play
traditional instruments such as Janggu drums and wore Korean traditional
attire “the HanBok”. Karaoke is a popular Korean activity, on this trip persons
tried singing the” Suwon Arirang song” and had fun exploring possible singing
abilities hidden from deep within.
International students relived Korean history and experienced that there is
nothing that a traditional Korean doctor can not cure. Upon arrival persons
had their taste buds stimulated with natural juices used traditionally to
maintain ones health. Persons were examined and sent off with medical
advice or natural medication. Suwon Light Festival was the closing of the day
as international students and their Nubi buddies took us to see spectacular lit
dolls that floated on top the Suwon River. It was the perfect closing to a fun
filled day.

Pop up Art and Bowling with Nubi
This event allowed persons to get down and dirty with paint. Each
person had their face drawn on a wood covered canvas and was given
the freedom to use colors to recreate their picture. For some they stuck
with the basic colors while others became extremely creative with
colours and shapes on their work. Talk about finger licking delicious!
With filled tummies, a fun indoor game called “Expression by body
language” followed. This was extremely funny as persons used their
bodies to depict animals, things and people, at the end one team was
triumphant however everyone felt like a winner and laughed to tears.
Next was bowling. Grouped in teams, equipped with bowling shoes
and assigned a bowling ball; Nubi buddies and international students
had the chance to strike all 12 pins. Shouts and sighs could be heard
throughout the building as persons made their attempts. Each group
bonded through encouragement and cheers. To set the mood of
excitement and fun the venue was illuminated with neon lights as
popular Korean pop music was displayed at the end of the lane. This
was definitely an experience to remember.
Beer party
What better way to bond than with beer, food and games at the end
of a stressful week. The beer party is a traditional welcoming party
hosted by our Nubi buddies. The atmosphere seemed familiar as
international students, Nubi buddies and most welcomed guests- a
few lectures- laughed and bonded through conversations. What is a
beer party without games and karaoke? There were rooms for specific
games like “Black Jack”, “Jenga” and “Hali gali” just to name a few.
This was another fun activity and insightful activity. It’s safe to say that
Koreans know how to have fun.
Conclusion
Our NUbi buddies at Ajou have truly made international students feel
welcomed through their efforts of planned activates. These activities
are geared towards peaking the interest of every international student
by exposing them to Korean culture in a fun environment. One thing
is for sure international students are looking forward to the next epic
activity.
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Interview with Alumni
- Interviewee

Rajeshwor Gyawali
PhD student
Nepal

-

Joint Secretary
PhD in International Technology Policy Program
Seoul National University, Korea
Master Degree in International Trade from Ajou University,
2008 December
- L.L.M Degree in Intellectual Property Law from University
of Torino, Italy 2011

1 Sir you have been admitted to PhD program, congratulations.
Tell us how you were able to achieve this?
Ans Since I have studied already in Korea, at Ajou University, I already knew about

- Interviewer

the Korean education system. After my Masters degree, I was thinking to have a PhD
degree in future. I was searching for some scholarships for my further study and finally
I got the information about the PhD Program in Seoul National University. The course
name is International Technology Policy Program that dealt the area to manage and
utilize the information communication technology for the better service delivery and
betterment of society. I applied for it. After the due process like writing the proposal
and interview, I got selected for the program. I think my previous academic background
from Korea and also the position of my office helped me to achieve this scholarship.

2 Now tell us more about yourself? Your name, country and current job?
Ans My name is Rajeshwor Gyawali and I am high-level government officer working

as a Joint Secretary in the Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers in the
Government of Nepal. I handle the area of Economic and infrastructure development
from my office.

3 What was your major in Ajou and in what year you graduated?
Bilquees Jamali
Int’l Trade & Policy
Pakistan
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Ans. I completed my Master Degree in International Trade Major from the Ajou
University from the KOICA scholarship program. I graduated in the month of December
2008.

4 How will you rate Ajou program that helped you in
getting enrolled in PhD program?
Ans The course design in Masters Degree in International

Trade is quite sophisticated to understand contemporary issues
of global trade and it also covers the idea to use it practicality
as an academician or government officer. I think getting PhD
enrollment was also the plus point of my degree from Ajou
University.

5 What was the most important course you took that
helped you in your professional career?
Ans There were many courses offered during the semester.
Economic Analysis, International Trade, International commercial
contract and dispute settlement and International Political
Economy and Korean Economic Development were some of the
best courses that supported me to enhance my capacity as a
government officer as well as they supported me to get success
in the various competitive exams for the promotion in my career.

7 After your graduation how far GSIS helped you in
post-graduation admission?
Ans After graduation, GSIS is regularly making contact
with their students. They try to know their progress and their
activities. They also organize home coming program. I had
participated it in 2015 and again got chance to know GSIS
activities and met with the professor who taught us. After
completion of my degree in Ajou University, I got another
scholarship to study Masters of Laws in Intellectual Property
in the University of Turin, Italy. I got recommendation from the
GSIS, which was valuable one.

8 What message you would like to give to other
GSIS students?
Ans Since you are in a country that has achieved significant
level economic development in a short span of period, I would
like to mention that you should fully utilize your time to learn
various good things in Korea. For example, what is discipline,
respect to the job, management skill and business ideas etc.

6 What are your recommendations for current and
future GSIS students?
Ans I would like to suggest that when you are enrolled in the
program please try to understand the essence of the course and
be familiar with the environment. Try to utilize the knowledge of
experienced Professors and library. Since you are experiencing
the different culture and environment, try to make as many
friends and make your stay more interesting with cross-cultural
understanding.
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- Interviewee

Interview with IB
Student Representative
1 Roshan tell us a little about you?
Roshan Dahal
Int'l Business
Nepal

- Interviewer

Ans Hello, I am Roshan Dahal from Nepal. I came to Korea in March 2016. I am the
4th semester student in Ajou University. I was elected as student representative of
International Business major for this semester. My interests are playing and watching
football. Traveling and making new friends.

2 What was so special as being part of GSIS that made you become IB
representative?
Ans GSIS is a great place. The GSIS team is amazing they facilitate you in every

activity regarding your studies they are very careful about the fact that whether you
are enjoying your study and stay in Ajou or not. This supportive, caring and responsible
management makes me to work with them as the student representative to support
students and solve their problems that I can do.

3 What interpersonal skills you learned at GSIS that helped you to
become a great candidate for the position?
Xiong Yanlin
Int'l Business
China
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Ans From GSIS I learned to work together with people from different Nations. To

share the culture, values & experience with each other is interesting thing. Kindness
and supportive policy of the GSIS staff members is kind of baseline for my work as
representative.

4 What is your agenda for the betterment of the GSIS
students?
Ans Agendas for betterment of GSIS students are

• Socialization is the main target.
•	Get together in a meeting and share the problems that
students face related to their studies and stay. We
collaborate together to find out the solution.
• Make the GSIS to review and maintain PC lab in good
working condition.

5 What are the challenges and accomplishments so far?
Ans There is no big challenge but I found students are less

interested towards the meetings. It is a problem. So persuading
them to the meetings is a challenge. The budget for organizing
programs is another thing to consider. GSIS support is the base that
will help to lead and organize the programs.

6 Please can you tell us to what extent GSIS program
help you in learning the experience in this field of IB?
Ans MBA degree in GSIS provides me more practical learning.
The workshops and field trips are very fruitful for my knowledge. I
experience more participative learning here like group presentation

of various cases relating to different issues. To sum up GSIS
provides me opportunity to add lots of extra things to my carrier of
study.

7 What is your advice to GSIS and IB students?
Ans My advice to GSIS

• Keep the same kind of policy to make students happy
•	Make easy and friendly environment so that students feel
free to communicate and share their problems with GSIS
staffs.
My Advice to IB students
• Make friends because you are in foreign land.
• Participate in schools field trips and meetings
• Focus on your studies as it is your main goal.

8 What next for you in future?
Ans After I complete graduate degree I wish to apply my

knowledge to the Korean company. So I will apply to Korean
company like Samsung or Hyundai. If I got the chance I will work
there for 2 years for my experience and after that I will go back
to my country and apply all of my knowledge to open my own
business.
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- Interviewee

Interview with IT
Student
Representative
1 Tell us a little about yourself?

Gyasi Maxwell Afrifa
Int’l Trade & policy
Ghana

Ans My name is Max and I come from Ghana, West Africa. I am a KOICA
Fellow in my last semester here in Ajou University. I work for the government
of Ghana and I like to interact with people. Aside being the representative of
the IT Dept I’m also the representative of KOICA 13th batch.

2 What motivated you to become IT representative?
- Interviewer

Ans First of all, the opportunity to study in South Korea especially at GSIS
in Ajou University came us as a chance to experience the outside world and
to build and develop myself through the diverse knowledge which the GSIS
possesses. Meeting fellow students from all over the world presented an
opportunity to build on my interpersonal and people management skills. My
motivation to assist, and to see to the needs of my fellow students led me to
become IT representative.

3 What skills acquired from GSIS helped you to become a good
candidate for the position?
Ans All the courses in the GSIS are very interactive, and they help build

Li Xiaopeng
Int’l Trade
China
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students confidence. Academic sessions provided opportunities to engage in
discussions, along with class presentations and assignments which helped to
polish my interpersonal and communication skills. And of course the various
eye-opening conferences and industrial visits also enhanced my leadership
skills which proved to be very essential in this position.

4 What is your agenda for the betterment of the
GSIS students?
Ans Inclusion of more and more students in department
meetings and addressing their concerns. To present the
concerns and grievances of students to the GSIS secretariat
and to make sure they are resolved. And as well, advocating
for more industrial visits and conferences in order to make
the courses more practical.

5 What are the challenges and accomplishments
so far?
Ans Students’ participation in meetings and extracurricular activities such as NUBI conferences has always
been a challenge. Students need to participate and lend
their support for the success of these programs. Compared
to the spring semester, this fall semester which has been
my tenure of office has been more encouraging, and it is
my belief that in the coming semester in 2018 students’
participation will see massive improvement.

broadened my academic perspective most especially with
respect to International Trade and Business, and this will
have a remarkable impact on my professional life.

7 What is your advice to GSIS and IT students?
Ans My little advice to my fellow students will be to study

hard and enjoy their time here in Ajou GSIS. The Graduate
School presents an opportunity to make friends and
build very relevant networks for the future and colleague
students should take advantage of that, whiles making
good use of the various learning facilities the university has
to offer.

8 What next for you in future?
Ans I believe the future holds a lot for me, and it is my

hope that with the acquisition of this higher educational
experience I can go back to my country Ghana and
contribute to economic development in whatever way I can.

6 Please can you tell us to what extent GSIS
program help you in learning the experience?
Ans The course is designed in such a way that students

get to learn current economics and finance trends, and this
academic experience has surpassed my expectations. The
GSIS has very well experienced Professors who are able
to make academic life very comfortable with their various
forms of delivery and very informative materials. This has

Autumn, 2017 Vol. 32 53

01

02

03

04

05

06

INTERVIEWS_04

- Interviewee

Velda Naku Tanjoh
NGO
Cameroon

- Interviewer

1 Velda tell us a little about you?
Ans I am called Velda Naku Tanjoh, a Cameroonian and a student in the NGO

department. I am the student representative of the NGO and IDC department. I am a
very simple person by nature and someone who always strives for the best. Hard work
is my watch word.

2 What was so special, as being part of GSIS that made you become
IB representative?

Bilquees Jamali
Int’l Trade & Policy
Pakistan

54

Ans Being a student in GSIS has exposed me to the greater part of diversity among
students. I saw the different ways in which students express themselves, handle issues,
then I developed the feeling of being closer to the students in order to experience their
differences. After being a TA, I experienced the joy of acting as a mediator between
these diverse group of students and the professor. I thought of representing the voices
of the students in a bigger way so as to get closer to as many students as possible.

3 What interpersonal skills you learned at GSIS that

6 Please can you tell us to what extent GSIS program

helped you to become a great candidate for the

help you in learning the experience in this field of

position?

NGO?

Ans As a student in GSIS, I have learned to develop my

Ans Enrolling in the field of NGO I think is the best decision I

communication and social skills. These skills have helped me
to communicate and interact with students from different
backgrounds, religion, countries. Through these skills, I have been
able to work with student groups and teams more generally, this as
a result gave me an upper hand over other students.

made. This field is accompanied with courses which are more
of problem solving and focus on modern days challenges. The
programs have helped to widen my views on how to build up
strategies to meet up with globalization which is one of the
pressing issue in the world today and a great part of NGO and IDC
studies.

4 What is your agenda for the betterment of the GSIS
students?
Ans For this semester, I hope to improve the relationship between

the Nubi and GSIS students and to get closer to the GSIS students
in order to listen to their problems and take these issues to the
competent authorities.

7 What is your advice to GSIS and NGO/IDC students?
Ans My advice to GSIS student is that they should stay focus and

make use of each and every opportunity that comes their way as
far as studies is concern.

8 What next for you in future?
5 What are the challenges and accomplishments so far?
Ans As of now, little challenges are recorded like the fact that it

was not easy to come to a compromise with the students on when
our departmental meeting was going to take place because of
differences in our schedules. Also it is not easy to get immediate
replies from students after communication information to them
through emails. However the meeting was a success since we
were able to have proposed solutions to our worries.

Ans I hope to further continue my education in order to acquire
more knowledge and to equip myself with better solutions of
modern day challenges.
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