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Dear Readers,

Warm Gree�ngs from the Graduate School of Interna�onal Studies and the editorial staff of the 
GSIS Gaze�e!

It is with great pleasure that we present the 22nd edi�on of the GSIS Gaze�e for the fall 2012 
Semester.  The Gaze�e is a semesterly student led publica�on of Ajou University’s Graduate 
School of Interna�onal Studies (GSIS) highligh�ng both the departmental ac�vi�es and student 
ideas on the most important interna�onal issues facing the world.  It is our greatest hope that you, 
our Ajou University family, will read the current issue and gain a deep sense of our commitment to 
promo�ng a dynamic Ajou, and increasingly diverse GSIS in the days ahead.

The purpose of the gaze�e is to encourage young writers to replicate their crea�ve and cri�cal 
insights within a given themed frame work. Personal views, academic opinions, researched based 
ideas, and cross cultural experiences are all fused here to showcase the talent of our interna�onal 
students and produc�vity of our department.

We would first like to express our gra�tude to all the writers and contributors to this semester’s 
gaze�e without whom there would not be a publica�on.  Second, we wish to express our thanks 
to Ms. Shinae Woo and the en�re GSIS staff who worked with us �relessly to organize and meet 
deadlines towards publica�on. We would like to express our sincere gra�tude to Professor Ricardo 
Wheatley for his comments in developing the theme, interview ques�ons, and final check for the 
project we were able to complete in just a few months. We are equally thankful to GSIS Dean, 
Prof.Joy Ick Lim, and GSIS Director, Mr. Kwon Hyuk Pyo, for their invaluable sugges�ons �me and 
again. We hope this issue will fulfill all of your expecta�ons and s�r your crea�ve juices during the 
upcoming Christmas and New Year holidays. 

Happy Reading!  

Editorial Letter
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Nargiza Kakelova
Bojindra Prasad

 TulachanEyikeshi Damuel
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It is my great pleasure to write a few lines to greet all of you. I was told that this issue’s theme is ‘The 

Millennium Development Goals and Economic crises and Recovery’. When I first heard about the topic, I 

knew that editors fully understood the strong points of GSIS and they were making good use of it.

For new readers who have just decided to try this Gaze�e for the first �me, I would like to introduce, the 

Graduate School of Interna�onal Studies of Ajou University and our semesterly publica�on the GAZETTE.

Can  you guess what 130 is? They is the number of GSIS current students, their na�onali�es and  as you 

might no�ce, in the volume of this new Gaze�e. Beyond ge�ng us a li�le overwhelmed, these numbers 

are giving us an advantage. Diversity! Our students are kindly encouraged to show their ideas and also 

respect others. Considering their poten�al and crea�vity, this bi-annual newsle�er may not be enough. 

We just would like you to consider the Gaze�e as a frac�on of our hope to share our opinions and if 

possible, to communicate with you.

Let me get back to the topic. I think development is based on mutual understanding. When it comes to 

mutual understanding, every piece of our life can be connected to economic development. How can we 

understand each other be�er? In my opinion, ‘talking and listening more’ could be a good start. Why 

don’t you turn to the next page and listen to what our students have to say about poverty reduc�on and 

economic growth?

Dear Students, Towards a Post MDGs
Development Framework

At the close of 2012 the world will be only 3 years away from the deadline set for the achieving of the millennium 
development goals. However, all current projec�ons suggest that by the close of 2015 the MDGs will not have 
been met among the poorest countries and groups of individuals on the planet. China, India, Brazil, and Indonesia 
would have accounted for the majority of all individuals taken out of poverty between 2000 and 2015, as well as 
account for the greatest increases in educa�on, opportuni�es for women, and all other goals. At the same �me, 
in 2013 the global economy will enter its 5th year of ongoing crisis and anemic recovery as American and 
European economies con�nue to struggle to renew and reposi�on themselves economically. The long term 
recovery of both regions is projected to extend beyond 2015 with the possibility of not being completed in Europe 
by 2020. Since the crisis, western aid to the developing world has stagnated in absolute terms, and declined in 
rela�ve terms, as the leading economies can no longer afford to increase their aid contribu�ons.
Yet in the midst of the economic downturn and the impending failure of the MDGs, over the past decade (2001-
2011) two of the poorest regions of the world, Sub-Saharan Africa and Central Asia, have achieved significant 
growth (over 5% average) and made drama�c developmental gains. How are these gains to be accounted for in 
light of the impending failure of the MDGs and the ongoing economic crisis? Many have a�ributed the growth to 
domes�c poli�cal reform and democracy, economic reforms and greater liberaliza�on and transparency, the 
drama�c impact of new or expanding trade �es with BRICs countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China), and the new 
interna�onal aid programs expanded in those regions by the BRICs countries.

 Within these seemingly contradictory interna�onal condi�ons a number of ques�ons are presented before us 
regarding interna�onal development coopera�on and interna�onal aid that must be answered: Why will the 
millennium development goals not be met, even though significant growth is being achieved in some of the 
world’s poorest regions and most poverty afflicted countries? Is the impending failure of the MDGs the fault of aid 
donors, country recipient inefficiencies, or the impact of the global economic crisis? What has been the role of the 
BRICs countries in spurring growth in developing countries in the midst of the crisis?
The most immediate possible answer as to why the goals will not be achieved among the poorest and most 
afflicted countries is the short term effects and impact of the global financial crisis on donor contribu�ons. Half 
way into the MDGs project period (2008 or just about 8 1/2 years beyond the year 2000) the global economy was 
struck by a two part financial crisis form which it s�ll has yet to recover. Recovery prospects in Europe have been 
almost nonexistent and growth in the USA has hovered roughly between 1 and 2%. The largest OECD and G7 
donors have yet to make a full economic recovery. As a result, aid levels (ODA) have not been increased in the 
second half of the 15 year period of the millennium project (2008 to present). In other words, at the halfway mark, 
excess capital was not available to give a final big push where needed to achieve the MDGs in the remaining 7 
years to the deadline. In North America and Europe large amounts of capital was diverted away from possible 
MDGs contribu�ons to bailing out na�onal governments, large financial ins�tu�ons, ailing industries, and provid-
ing different forms of social insurance in Europe and North America. Not being the fault of the donors or 
recipients, the unexpected decline in contribu�ons due to the crisis significantly hurt the prospects of achieving 
the goals on �me.

By Dr. Ricardo Wheatley 
(Assistant Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Ajou University)
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Letter from ProfessorDean’s Letter

Prof. Jay Ick Lim,
Dean, Graduate School of
International Studies, Ajou University



It is my great pleasure to write a few lines to greet all of you. I was told that this issue’s theme is ‘The 

Millennium Development Goals and Economic crises and Recovery’. When I first heard about the topic, I 

knew that editors fully understood the strong points of GSIS and they were making good use of it.

For new readers who have just decided to try this Gaze�e for the first �me, I would like to introduce, the 

Graduate School of Interna�onal Studies of Ajou University and our semesterly publica�on the GAZETTE.

Can  you guess what 130 is? They is the number of GSIS current students, their na�onali�es and  as you 
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respect others. Considering their poten�al and crea�vity, this bi-annual newsle�er may not be enough. 
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mutual understanding, every piece of our life can be connected to economic development. How can we 

understand each other be�er? In my opinion, ‘talking and listening more’ could be a good start. Why 

don’t you turn to the next page and listen to what our students have to say about poverty reduc�on and 
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Dear Students, Towards a Post MDGs
Development Framework

At the close of 2012 the world will be only 3 years away from the deadline set for the achieving of the millennium 
development goals. However, all current projec�ons suggest that by the close of 2015 the MDGs will not have 
been met among the poorest countries and groups of individuals on the planet. China, India, Brazil, and Indonesia 
would have accounted for the majority of all individuals taken out of poverty between 2000 and 2015, as well as 
account for the greatest increases in educa�on, opportuni�es for women, and all other goals. At the same �me, 
in 2013 the global economy will enter its 5th year of ongoing crisis and anemic recovery as American and 
European economies con�nue to struggle to renew and reposi�on themselves economically. The long term 
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by 2020. Since the crisis, western aid to the developing world has stagnated in absolute terms, and declined in 
rela�ve terms, as the leading economies can no longer afford to increase their aid contribu�ons.
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regarding interna�onal development coopera�on and interna�onal aid that must be answered: Why will the 
millennium development goals not be met, even though significant growth is being achieved in some of the 
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donors, country recipient inefficiencies, or the impact of the global economic crisis? What has been the role of the 
BRICs countries in spurring growth in developing countries in the midst of the crisis?
The most immediate possible answer as to why the goals will not be achieved among the poorest and most 
afflicted countries is the short term effects and impact of the global financial crisis on donor contribu�ons. Half 
way into the MDGs project period (2008 or just about 8 1/2 years beyond the year 2000) the global economy was 
struck by a two part financial crisis form which it s�ll has yet to recover. Recovery prospects in Europe have been 
almost nonexistent and growth in the USA has hovered roughly between 1 and 2%. The largest OECD and G7 
donors have yet to make a full economic recovery. As a result, aid levels (ODA) have not been increased in the 
second half of the 15 year period of the millennium project (2008 to present). In other words, at the halfway mark, 
excess capital was not available to give a final big push where needed to achieve the MDGs in the remaining 7 
years to the deadline. In North America and Europe large amounts of capital was diverted away from possible 
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ing different forms of social insurance in Europe and North America. Not being the fault of the donors or 
recipients, the unexpected decline in contribu�ons due to the crisis significantly hurt the prospects of achieving 
the goals on �me.
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(Assistant Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Ajou University)
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Letter from ProfessorDean’s Letter

Prof. Jay Ick Lim,
Dean, Graduate School of
International Studies, Ajou University



The Impacts 
of the Economic Crisis 
on the Millennium
Development Goals.

At the closing of 2012, we are almost two years ahead of the year set by the Millennium Declara�on as a deadline 
for realizing most of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 2015. The MDGs channeled the different 
tendencies of development worldwide towards pro poor development progress and enhanced the partnership 
between the developed and developing world upon which the former increased the volume of aid, while the 
laer strived to set policies and efforts to meet the MDGs. The goals include halving world poverty and hunger, 
reducing under-5 and maternal mortality by two thirds, reaching universal primary educa�on, and halving the 
number of people without access to safe drinking water. The records of the developing countries in terms of 
mee�ng the MDGs vary radically; some are overachievers while others are underachievers. This varia�on has to 
do with different sets of variables; global economic environment, poli�cal willingness, domes�c policies, and for 
the poorest countries, how much and how well aid is delivered and used. Collec�vely these variables have 
determined the fate of the MDGs, not just affec�ng the deadline, but also ques�on the efficiency of the MDGs in 
the midst of the interna�onal economic crisis.

Before the downturn of the world economy, the world was hit hard by food and energy prices hikes. Food and 
energy crisis reversed the progress scored in the interna�onal poverty records during the years 2002 - 2005. 
Consequently, the World Bank redefined the poverty line from $1 to $1.25 per day pushing 133 - 150 million 
people into extreme poverty. In 2008 an economic crisis which originated in the developed countries undermined 
the economies of the whole world including the developing countries. The effects were felt in different areas: 
economic slowdown, decreased remiances, reduced foreign investments, and falling demand for goods and 
services. Compounding the inherent development challenges that the developing countries already faced, the 
impacts of the economic crisis put the achievements of the MDGs at risk.

As a consequence of the economic crisis, the cost of mee�ng the MDGs has increased. Most developing countries 
are unable to finance their MDGs’ strategies without addi�onal interna�onal support in the form of aid and/ or 
debt relief. Yet for years to come, the developed countries will not be in a posi�on to respond of the increased 
needs of the developing countries, many of which have their own severe financial problems. 

Further, the economic crisis exposed the vulnerability of the progress made in terms of poverty eradica�on. Much 
of the progress is due to the increase in Na�onal Income without being backed by proper social protec�on 
systems. This would explain why the effects of the crisis went directly to the bread and buer of the people in the 
developing countries. To conclude, 2015 surely is not the deadline for global poverty eradica�on;  rather, it might 
be the proper �me to es�mate and review the MDGs towards longer term development efforts. 

Yet despite declining western aid contribu�ons, growth has con�nued in Sub-Saharan Africa and Central Asia even 
in the midst of the crisis. The most immediate possible answer as to why, is the impact of the changing of aid and 
trade partners in those regions. While OECD/G7 aid and capital flows to the developing world stagnated or 
declined since late 2008, BRIC aid over the past decade has grown by an average of over 10% a year to developing 
countries (by 20% in Sub-Saharan Africa in par�cular) even in the midst of the economic crisis. During the millen-
nium development period both Chinese and Indian aid to Africa has grown at 7 �mes the rate of the OECD/G7 
countries. Unlike western aid, the majority of BRICs aid has been directed to the poorest countries most adversely 
affected by poverty. The execu�on of BRICs aid has been found to have a more immediate and drama�c effect on 
structural change and growth than western aid in developing countries. The economic crisis bringing about 
rela�ve decline in OECD/G7 aid levels to the developing world has allowed space for the increase of BRICs aid 
which is a more effec�ve driver of economic growth.

With drama�c increases in BRICs aid why then are the MDGs s�ll falling short of their targets? The likely answer is 
that BRICs aid levels increased too late in the 15 year period to significantly impact the targets in only 7 years; 
while OECD/G7 contribu�ons were too low in the first 7 years to provide a solid founda�on for mee�ng the goals. 
BRICs aid levels would have had to have been at their current levels in 2001, and OECD/G7 contribu�ons increased 
from 2008 to 2015 to meet the goals. So developing states’ growth has been significantly impacted, but not 
enough by either set of donors to meet the targets by 2015. Further, the MDGs are not the inven�on of the BRICS 
or a part of South-South coopera�on, and as such BRICs aid is not geared to meet MDG target deadlines.

These answers have great implica�ons for a post 2015 poverty reduc�on framework and target deadlines. Three 
op�ons seem likely possible: First, the se¤ng of a new OECD/G7 based deadline for mee�ng the goals at a later 
date. However, it is difficult to see how this would be successfully launched and executed in the wake of ongoing 
economic crisis and weak recovery among OECD/G7 states. Contribu�ons would con�nue to be too limited. A 
second possibility is a BRICs led development ini�a�ve. However, BRICs aid is based solely on mutual country to 
country interest and not around grand poverty reduc�ons schemes with defined �med targets. It is unlikely that 
there will be a BRICs version of the MDGs. A third possible op�on could be a Global Development Partnership 
between the OECD/G7 states that are economically struggling, and the BRICs who have fared compara�vely 
beer in the crisis. Western countries have been very good at humanitarian and emergency assistance in the past, 
while the BRICs are compara�vely beer at spurring economic growth and development. A division of responsi-
bili�es between the two could lead to a drama�c reduc�on in global poverty.

Much will depend on the economic future. The BRICs economic growth has con�nued to slow yearly as the crisis 
con�nues without strong recoveries in Europe and North America. How long can the BRICs con�nue to increase 
aid contribu�ons in the midst of declining growth? If the western economies do not recover, will western donors 
be able to develop a more effec�ve aid strategy in the midst of a crisis than they did when their economies were 
flourishing? Of this likelihood we are not sure. Perhaps the most important ques�on is whether in the midst of a 
worsening global economy the OECD/G7 and BRICs states can cooperate towards development in underdevel-
oped countries. It is the op�on that seems most likely to have a possibility of success in the post 2015 world.

Mr Bamatraf Emad Mahfoudh Saeed.
Diplomatic Attache, Asia and Australia Department  / Ministry of Foreign A�airs, Russia
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The Impacts 
of the Economic Crisis 
on the Millennium
Development Goals.

At the closing of 2012, we are almost two years ahead of the year set by the Millennium Declara�on as a deadline 
for realizing most of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 2015. The MDGs channeled the different 
tendencies of development worldwide towards pro poor development progress and enhanced the partnership 
between the developed and developing world upon which the former increased the volume of aid, while the 
laer strived to set policies and efforts to meet the MDGs. The goals include halving world poverty and hunger, 
reducing under-5 and maternal mortality by two thirds, reaching universal primary educa�on, and halving the 
number of people without access to safe drinking water. The records of the developing countries in terms of 
mee�ng the MDGs vary radically; some are overachievers while others are underachievers. This varia�on has to 
do with different sets of variables; global economic environment, poli�cal willingness, domes�c policies, and for 
the poorest countries, how much and how well aid is delivered and used. Collec�vely these variables have 
determined the fate of the MDGs, not just affec�ng the deadline, but also ques�on the efficiency of the MDGs in 
the midst of the interna�onal economic crisis.

Before the downturn of the world economy, the world was hit hard by food and energy prices hikes. Food and 
energy crisis reversed the progress scored in the interna�onal poverty records during the years 2002 - 2005. 
Consequently, the World Bank redefined the poverty line from $1 to $1.25 per day pushing 133 - 150 million 
people into extreme poverty. In 2008 an economic crisis which originated in the developed countries undermined 
the economies of the whole world including the developing countries. The effects were felt in different areas: 
economic slowdown, decreased remiances, reduced foreign investments, and falling demand for goods and 
services. Compounding the inherent development challenges that the developing countries already faced, the 
impacts of the economic crisis put the achievements of the MDGs at risk.

As a consequence of the economic crisis, the cost of mee�ng the MDGs has increased. Most developing countries 
are unable to finance their MDGs’ strategies without addi�onal interna�onal support in the form of aid and/ or 
debt relief. Yet for years to come, the developed countries will not be in a posi�on to respond of the increased 
needs of the developing countries, many of which have their own severe financial problems. 

Further, the economic crisis exposed the vulnerability of the progress made in terms of poverty eradica�on. Much 
of the progress is due to the increase in Na�onal Income without being backed by proper social protec�on 
systems. This would explain why the effects of the crisis went directly to the bread and buer of the people in the 
developing countries. To conclude, 2015 surely is not the deadline for global poverty eradica�on;  rather, it might 
be the proper �me to es�mate and review the MDGs towards longer term development efforts. 

Yet despite declining western aid contribu�ons, growth has con�nued in Sub-Saharan Africa and Central Asia even 
in the midst of the crisis. The most immediate possible answer as to why, is the impact of the changing of aid and 
trade partners in those regions. While OECD/G7 aid and capital flows to the developing world stagnated or 
declined since late 2008, BRIC aid over the past decade has grown by an average of over 10% a year to developing 
countries (by 20% in Sub-Saharan Africa in par�cular) even in the midst of the economic crisis. During the millen-
nium development period both Chinese and Indian aid to Africa has grown at 7 �mes the rate of the OECD/G7 
countries. Unlike western aid, the majority of BRICs aid has been directed to the poorest countries most adversely 
affected by poverty. The execu�on of BRICs aid has been found to have a more immediate and drama�c effect on 
structural change and growth than western aid in developing countries. The economic crisis bringing about 
rela�ve decline in OECD/G7 aid levels to the developing world has allowed space for the increase of BRICs aid 
which is a more effec�ve driver of economic growth.

With drama�c increases in BRICs aid why then are the MDGs s�ll falling short of their targets? The likely answer is 
that BRICs aid levels increased too late in the 15 year period to significantly impact the targets in only 7 years; 
while OECD/G7 contribu�ons were too low in the first 7 years to provide a solid founda�on for mee�ng the goals. 
BRICs aid levels would have had to have been at their current levels in 2001, and OECD/G7 contribu�ons increased 
from 2008 to 2015 to meet the goals. So developing states’ growth has been significantly impacted, but not 
enough by either set of donors to meet the targets by 2015. Further, the MDGs are not the inven�on of the BRICS 
or a part of South-South coopera�on, and as such BRICs aid is not geared to meet MDG target deadlines.

These answers have great implica�ons for a post 2015 poverty reduc�on framework and target deadlines. Three 
op�ons seem likely possible: First, the se¤ng of a new OECD/G7 based deadline for mee�ng the goals at a later 
date. However, it is difficult to see how this would be successfully launched and executed in the wake of ongoing 
economic crisis and weak recovery among OECD/G7 states. Contribu�ons would con�nue to be too limited. A 
second possibility is a BRICs led development ini�a�ve. However, BRICs aid is based solely on mutual country to 
country interest and not around grand poverty reduc�ons schemes with defined �med targets. It is unlikely that 
there will be a BRICs version of the MDGs. A third possible op�on could be a Global Development Partnership 
between the OECD/G7 states that are economically struggling, and the BRICs who have fared compara�vely 
beer in the crisis. Western countries have been very good at humanitarian and emergency assistance in the past, 
while the BRICs are compara�vely beer at spurring economic growth and development. A division of responsi-
bili�es between the two could lead to a drama�c reduc�on in global poverty.

Much will depend on the economic future. The BRICs economic growth has con�nued to slow yearly as the crisis 
con�nues without strong recoveries in Europe and North America. How long can the BRICs con�nue to increase 
aid contribu�ons in the midst of declining growth? If the western economies do not recover, will western donors 
be able to develop a more effec�ve aid strategy in the midst of a crisis than they did when their economies were 
flourishing? Of this likelihood we are not sure. Perhaps the most important ques�on is whether in the midst of a 
worsening global economy the OECD/G7 and BRICs states can cooperate towards development in underdevel-
oped countries. It is the op�on that seems most likely to have a possibility of success in the post 2015 world.

Mr Bamatraf Emad Mahfoudh Saeed.
Diplomatic Attache, Asia and Australia Department  / Ministry of Foreign A�airs, Russia
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Letter from the Alumni Letter from Professor
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  Three years to the Millennium Development Goals project deadline, a number of cri�cisms have arisen 
regarding the MDGs and the increasing likelihood that they will not be met by 2015. The present global 
economic crisis began in late 2008 requires us to think once again as to whether the tradi�onal system of 
aid giving is inefficient and should be reformed or replaced by newer models such as those prac�ced by 
China and India. 
  The MDGs came about in the wake of the past aid failures of the OECD and G7. Just as in prior aid 
schemes for poverty allevia�on in the 1970s, 80s, and 90s, the MDGs again are based on the idea of the 
“West knows Best” and is responsible to help the lesser developed countries. As such, the program was 
never founded upon the primary inputs of the recipients and their individual circumstances. The ques�on 
now to be asked is whether anything has been different in prac�ce with the MDGs than previous aid and 
poverty reduc�on schemes. 
  Increasingly the global economic crisis is being used as a primary reason as to why the MDGs will not be 
met, rather than blaming the structure of the project and the aid system itself. Many believe aid levels 
could not be boosted at the halfway point to the deadline because of the contrac�ons in the primary 
donor economies due to the crisis. While it is true that the economic crisis had the greatest impact on 
western countries, they have also received larger sums of interna�onal assistance in the form of bail outs 
than has been dedicated to the MDG project among the poorest countries. 
 However, based on the previous failures of interna�onal aid to the developing world, I do not think that 
the crisis is inherently linked to the success or failure of the MDGs. Interna�onal aid to the least developed 
countries from the OECD has plummeted in rela�ve terms by almost a third since the crisis, but the 
decline has li�le to do with the effec�veness and efficiency of the actual aid that is received.  Rela�ve 
increases and decreases in aid beyond certain amounts ul�mately do not determine the efficiency of use 
or effec�veness of implementa�on, and therefore are not likely the primary reason for the failure of the 
MDGs. Rather, it is more likely that the structure of en�re system of foreign aid giving by OECD/G7 
countries that is the problem and needs to be reformed or replaced to increase aid effec�veness.  
 Despite numerous poverty reduc�on strategies since the 1970s, poverty among the poorest and most 
poverty stricken countries has remained the same or become greater.  To date, success could only be seen 
among only a small group of states based on western assistance and aid including South Korea and 
Taiwan. The fundamental problem with the MDGs and all prior poverty allevia�on programs is the 
manner in prac�ce in which these goals have been pursued.  There is historically an inherent contradic�on 
in the structure of the global economy, the stated objec�ves of interna�onal aid, and the specifics of its 
distribu�on. Most foreign aid is directed to middle income countries and not actually towards assis�ng 
the poorest in developing countries. 
 Based on these historical contradic�ons within the system, we would have to assume that even the 
MDGs project would be subject to the same problems because it is a product of the exis�ng aid system.  
As such, no ma�er what the prevailing global economic climate, the MDGs would necessarily have to fail 
for the same reasons interna�onal aid has historically failed across the developing world since the 1960s 
with few excep�ons.

Time to think differently: 
Learning from the Past

Rethinking Global Development
within the Epic of the Global 
Financial Crisis and Recovery

  The Millennium Development Goals were established in the year 2000 by world leaders with eight commitments 
including hal�ng the spread of HIV/AIDS and Malaria, providing universal primary educa�on, promo�ng gender 
equality, reducing child mortality rates, improving maternal health, ensuring environmental sustainability, 
establishing a global partnership for development, and hal�ng extreme global poverty and hunger.  These 8 areas 
were iden�fied as the most daun�ng problems facing the world’s poor. 
 This ambi�ous development framework has been the subject of numerous debates among developed and 
underdeveloped countries regarding their levels of commitment to the plan and whether the goals can be 
achieved within the given �me frame. The debates have only become further magnified by the ongoing global 
financial crisis and anemic recovery of the global economy.
 The economic crisis preceding the current global economic slowdown had its origins in the USA and quickly 
spread to Europe and later the developing world.  While not at the center of the economic downturn, developing 
countries have been suffering the nega�ve effects of slowed growth within the global economic system. Stories of 
bank bail outs, job loss, and dwindling financial resources need no formal introduc�on as the media rou�nely 
reports on the global impacts of the economic slowdown.  Its causes have been well elaborated, and the future of 
the MDG’s has come to the forefront of the discussion as Official Development Assistance to the developing world 
(ODA) has been decreasing steadily since the incep�on of the crisis. The more the drivers of the global economic 
system’s primary incomes contract, the more OECD and G7 ODA levels will con�nue to shrink among the largest 
aid donors.
   To cope with the global economic slowdown, economist in interna�onal financial ins�tu�ons, policy centers, and 
think tanks have suggested that developing na�ons can adopt an ac�on plan with varying views such as focusing 
on domes�cally generated development, adop�ng a diversified approach in financial flows, and ge¡ng less 
involved in the interna�onal market system. Donor states may possibly adopt the neo-Keynesian argument of 
“bailouts” based on reforms that generate demand for goods that have a mul�plier effect in the economy.  This 
will also generate savings, improve taxa�on, and subsequently encourage investments; all measures that build 
revenue by which to pay off debts in the long run. Alterna�vely, money may be injected into the economy while 
cu¡ng down government expenditures to generate investment funds to get the economy moving again. 
   In these ways donors can in the short term con�nue to grant aid to the poorest countries most in need and s�ll 
economically recover. Pro-aid advocates such as Jeffrey Sacs even in the midst of the crisis are calling on struggling 
developed na�ons to fulfill their MDG promises by doubling Aid. Whereas aid cri�cs such as Dambisa Moyo 
believe this prac�ce of giving aid in the midst of localized economic downturns is being prac�ced as a means to 
con�nue the pursuit geopoli�cal interests. The most important point however, is that even with the crisis 
centered on the largest donors, both donors and recipients now have the opportunity to rethink and restructure 
their exis�ng foreign aid policies.
   Within the prevailing economic environment it appears that the aim of achieving the MDGs in just 3 years is 
certainly in doubt for 2015. Quality now needs to take precedent over quan�ty in foreign aid up to 2015 and 
beyond. Perhaps the economic crisis presents a great opportunity for developing na�ons relying on the interna-
�onal aid system to drive poverty allevia�on, to refocus their efforts on economic development and take their 
economic des�ny into their own hands.

By Eyikeshi Damuel 
(International Development Cooperation, Cameroon)

By Bojindra Prasad Tulachan 
(International Development Cooperation, Nepal)
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or effec�veness of implementa�on, and therefore are not likely the primary reason for the failure of the 
MDGs. Rather, it is more likely that the structure of en�re system of foreign aid giving by OECD/G7 
countries that is the problem and needs to be reformed or replaced to increase aid effec�veness.  
 Despite numerous poverty reduc�on strategies since the 1970s, poverty among the poorest and most 
poverty stricken countries has remained the same or become greater.  To date, success could only be seen 
among only a small group of states based on western assistance and aid including South Korea and 
Taiwan. The fundamental problem with the MDGs and all prior poverty allevia�on programs is the 
manner in prac�ce in which these goals have been pursued.  There is historically an inherent contradic�on 
in the structure of the global economy, the stated objec�ves of interna�onal aid, and the specifics of its 
distribu�on. Most foreign aid is directed to middle income countries and not actually towards assis�ng 
the poorest in developing countries. 
 Based on these historical contradic�ons within the system, we would have to assume that even the 
MDGs project would be subject to the same problems because it is a product of the exis�ng aid system.  
As such, no ma�er what the prevailing global economic climate, the MDGs would necessarily have to fail 
for the same reasons interna�onal aid has historically failed across the developing world since the 1960s 
with few excep�ons.
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including hal�ng the spread of HIV/AIDS and Malaria, providing universal primary educa�on, promo�ng gender 
equality, reducing child mortality rates, improving maternal health, ensuring environmental sustainability, 
establishing a global partnership for development, and hal�ng extreme global poverty and hunger.  These 8 areas 
were iden�fied as the most daun�ng problems facing the world’s poor. 
 This ambi�ous development framework has been the subject of numerous debates among developed and 
underdeveloped countries regarding their levels of commitment to the plan and whether the goals can be 
achieved within the given �me frame. The debates have only become further magnified by the ongoing global 
financial crisis and anemic recovery of the global economy.
 The economic crisis preceding the current global economic slowdown had its origins in the USA and quickly 
spread to Europe and later the developing world.  While not at the center of the economic downturn, developing 
countries have been suffering the nega�ve effects of slowed growth within the global economic system. Stories of 
bank bail outs, job loss, and dwindling financial resources need no formal introduc�on as the media rou�nely 
reports on the global impacts of the economic slowdown.  Its causes have been well elaborated, and the future of 
the MDG’s has come to the forefront of the discussion as Official Development Assistance to the developing world 
(ODA) has been decreasing steadily since the incep�on of the crisis. The more the drivers of the global economic 
system’s primary incomes contract, the more OECD and G7 ODA levels will con�nue to shrink among the largest 
aid donors.
   To cope with the global economic slowdown, economist in interna�onal financial ins�tu�ons, policy centers, and 
think tanks have suggested that developing na�ons can adopt an ac�on plan with varying views such as focusing 
on domes�cally generated development, adop�ng a diversified approach in financial flows, and ge¡ng less 
involved in the interna�onal market system. Donor states may possibly adopt the neo-Keynesian argument of 
“bailouts” based on reforms that generate demand for goods that have a mul�plier effect in the economy.  This 
will also generate savings, improve taxa�on, and subsequently encourage investments; all measures that build 
revenue by which to pay off debts in the long run. Alterna�vely, money may be injected into the economy while 
cu¡ng down government expenditures to generate investment funds to get the economy moving again. 
   In these ways donors can in the short term con�nue to grant aid to the poorest countries most in need and s�ll 
economically recover. Pro-aid advocates such as Jeffrey Sacs even in the midst of the crisis are calling on struggling 
developed na�ons to fulfill their MDG promises by doubling Aid. Whereas aid cri�cs such as Dambisa Moyo 
believe this prac�ce of giving aid in the midst of localized economic downturns is being prac�ced as a means to 
con�nue the pursuit geopoli�cal interests. The most important point however, is that even with the crisis 
centered on the largest donors, both donors and recipients now have the opportunity to rethink and restructure 
their exis�ng foreign aid policies.
   Within the prevailing economic environment it appears that the aim of achieving the MDGs in just 3 years is 
certainly in doubt for 2015. Quality now needs to take precedent over quan�ty in foreign aid up to 2015 and 
beyond. Perhaps the economic crisis presents a great opportunity for developing na�ons relying on the interna-
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  The integra�on of global markets is good if and only if it is maintained with integrity. In this world of 
mul�ple inequali�es we can see many of the dark spots of the globaliza�on process, par�cularly in 
financial globaliza�on. Unless the system is built with risk mi�ga�ng mechanisms in place, no company, 
government, regional block, or even the world as an en�ty can totally avoid the unintended consequences 
of the fallouts of economic globaliza�on. In the a�ermath of the ini�al phases of the global financial crisis 
there are many lessons we can learn about risk and crisis management by which to make na�onal econo-
mies more secure in the future. 
  First, the primary basis for the economic crisis and its accelera�on was gross mismanagement in the 
financial services & banking sector, and intense levels of state deregula�on in those same sectors. The 
increasing role of financial markets in the real economy, teamed with the speedy liberaliza�on of interna-
�onal trade, require each state to have the capability to foresee and monitor the risks of an integrated 
global market.  Most states, both developed and developing, were ill equipped with the necessary tools 
to do so at the incep�on of the crisis and as a result were caught off guard.
Second, every country's home-made mechanisms must be capable of predic�ng probable risk in advance, 
and as such every government should have a cadre of experts in monitoring, regula�on, and crisis 
management.  Too many governments had a shortage of exper�se in these areas and could not deal the 
contagion effects of the crisis. 
  Third, the crisis has proven that local ini�a�ves and reform efforts by a single country are insufficient to 
solve a crisis already spread and linked to mul�ple economies. Reform ini�a�ves and efforts to counter 
crisis effects must be taken simultaneously at the na�onal, regional, and global levels. Such strategies, if 
a�uned to each other prior to a crisis, will be helpful in preven�ng, managing, and resolving every new 
type of financial crisis in the future.
  Fourth, in the crisis cycle (pre, present, post), major documenta�on is required for monitoring including 
business plans, balance sheets, rates of financial accelera�on, bank lending criteria, evalua�ons of 
collateral, financial evalua�ons, and audit criteria. Coopera�on between countries must be emphasized 
for capacity building and capability development to be able to produce the proper documenta�on.  There 
must be ongoing coopera�on in capability building and not just risk surveillance.
  Fi�h, the fragile situa�on a�er the crisis highlights the need for the strong role of central government.  
Government must be directly involved in not only implemen�ng fiscal austerity or s�mulus measures in 
the midst of the crisis, but also in pre-crisis monitoring and ongoing regula�on.
  Taken collec�vely these five lessons and the crisis itself suggest that we cannot avoid the probability of 
financial crisis which are cyclical within global capitalism.  The only thing we can do is seek to minimize risk 
early, maintain a rigorous monitoring system, and be as prepared as possible as early as possible.  This 
applies not only to na�onal governments, but also interna�onal financial ins�tu�ons such as the Interna-
�onal Monetary Fund who should be be�er posi�oned to predict, stave off, and help resolve crisis 
condi�ons in the future. At this juncture it also appears a possibility that newer ins�tu�ons may need to 
be developed to be�er ini�ate and implement financial reform.  However, the greatest lesson to be 
learned is that fair compe��on, empowerment with free trade and "preparedness" from all angles, 
teamed with good honest prac�ces, are the surest ways to slow or minimize the onset of an economic 
financial crisis in today’s’ world.

Lessons from "Difficult Times": 
Preparing for Tomorrow

Keeping your employees 
motivated during 
economic crisis

  In situa�ons other than economic crisis, it is rela�vely less difficult to mo�vate employees. However, economic 
crisis impacts the atmosphere of the en�re workplace. Mo�va�ng employees during this period could prove to be 
a real tough task for anyone who has this responsibility. Generally this task falls within the responsibili�es the CEO. 
Keep in mind that if employees work enthusias�cally and produc�vely during the crisis period, the organiza�on 
could possibly recover from the crisis without any major damage. Remember, to mo�vate your employees you 
need to be an op�mist in both your speech and body language. Money isn’t everything and it’s not the only way 
to inspire greater produc�vity. 
  Here are five proven ways to mo�vate employees in midst of an economic downturn. First, understand your 
workforce. Know what drives employees to be produc�ve. It is not only a heavy paycheck monthly or a bonus that 
inspires, but ongoing job security. It is being valued at the workplace and having the long term stability that a good 
job provides that are of the greatest significance to any employee. During economic crisis, rumors of lay-offs are 
quite common, crea�ng or adding to insecurity among workers. As such it is important to reinforce the idea that 
they are valued within the company, discouraging them from believing in the circula�ng stories of immanent job 
loss or business downturn. The best thing you can do to counter nega�ve employee sen�ment is to address the 
issue through direct management-employee communica�on.
  Second, communicate with your employees. Communicate with your employees on a one to one basis and 
discuss with them the various company policies that are being planned to counter the recession. Do not talk in a 
nega�ve tone, and let your employees know that if they make the effort the company can recover from the 
current crisis. 
  Third, involve employees in the adjustment process. Generally, there is a change in the business processes during 
a recession and it requires a lot of brain storming by all those involved. You should involve employees in the 
process and listen to their feedback and opinions. Through being involved in the adjustment process, they will feel 
valued and their zeal to work will return.
  Fourth, build commitment. Businesses o�en falter during a recessionary period and the enthusiasm to work hard 
is lost because no employee wants to be a part of an organiza�on that is not successful or earning profits. The 
organiza�on would also not want to lose its valued workforce, wan�ng them to contribute their best efforts at 
such difficult �mes. Con�nue to assign them work that presents a challenge and drives them to be innova�ve and 
crea�ve.  These measures will keep employees enthused. 
  Fi�h, organize expert workshops. The very least management can do to mo�vate employees is organize 
workshops or skill enhancement ac�vi�es to further qualify staff. Speeches by mo�va�onal business speakers do 
have a posi�ve impact on employee performance and a�tude, also helping them to cope with the recessionary 
condi�ons be�er by encouraging posi�ve thinking.
  The economic crisis is indeed a difficult period as only those who are the strongest and fight hard and smart 
survive with the least amount of damage. Coping with economic crisis requires team work and a posi�ve spirit in 
and among employees. If each of them give 100% alongside management’s own great efforts, it will become 
increasingly easier for any organiza�on to make it through the recession successfully.

by Wan Bin 
(International Trade, China)

Subedi Prasad Netra
(International Trade, Nepal)
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  The integra�on of global markets is good if and only if it is maintained with integrity. In this world of 
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Pure mountain air, crystal-clear lakes, spring water, snow-capped mountains, nature reserves - all of this 
is Kyrgyzstan. Unique in its untouched beauty, different in every season, nature is the main wealth of the 
Kyrgyz Republic.  Kyrgyzstan is home to a popula�on of 5,536,000 people and is land locked bordered by 
China in the east, Kazakhstan in the North, Uzbekistan in the west, and Tajikistan in the South. Due to its  
high posi�on above sea level away from oceans or seas, Kyrgyzstan possesses a unique natural environ-
ment. The country houses hot deserts, coniferous and deciduous forests, grasslands, and swamps.  The 
temperature varies greatly where the desert can be blistering hot in summer, while in the winter select 
areas can reach nega�ve 40 degrees.  

However, the most a�rac�ve sites in the country are its Mountains.  Kyrgyzstan is considered a second 
Switzerland because of the similarity of its mountains to those of the Swiss Alps. In the late spring the 
flower “Edelweiss” blooms across the ranges.  The popular flower is a symbol of love and fidelity. Skiing is 
another a�rac�on that brings many tourists to the mountains,  where there are several first class ski 
resorts, hotels, and lodges to suit every taste.

Another natural a�rac�on of Kyrgyzstan is its series of beau�ful lakes.  The country has immense water 
resources, 28000 rivers and estuaries with an average length of 10 km. The most popular among tourists 
is Lake Issyk-Kul (the Pearl) which is located in the north-eastern part of the country. The river is the pride 
of the Kyrgyz people, and a pearl in all Central Asia. It is an amazing place combining a powerful waterway 
with the pris�ne beauty of wild nature, and supernatural healing powers. Issyk-Kul lies at an al�tude of 
just over 1,600 meters above sea level where it greatly reflects the sun. Its deep clear water stretches 180 
kilometers east to west and 70 meters north to south. It is the second largest alpine lake in the world and 
one of the deepest with a maximum depth of 680 meters. On all sides the lake is surrounded by forbidding 
mountain ranges, hiding it from the icy winds of the north and sultry winds of the southern desert. While 
being surrounded by snow-capped peaks, the lake water never freezes and warms up to 25 degrees in the 
summer. From ancient �mes the lake has been connected to many legends and fairy tales among the local 
people. 

Kyrgyzstan also abounds in historical monuments and archaeological sites including Tash-Rabat- the 
ancient burial ground of past rulers, Burana Tower, and many others.  The most popular however, is 
Sulaiman Mountain, a sacred place of pilgrimage for the Muslims of Kyrgyzstan a¢er Mecca and Medina.  
Many tourists also come to see the path of the ancient “Silk Road (Great Silk Way)” that passes through 
the country. Even today the ancient caravan routes s�ll remain as paths of trade.

Whether you wish to see the ancient Silk Road, make the pilgrimage to Sulaiman Mountain, seek the 
healing of Lake Issyk-Kul, go hiking in the mountains, ski across snow filled slopes, or trek through the 
dessert, Kyrgyzstan awaits you with welcoming arms.

Tourist Corner:  
“Kyrgyzstan” 
The Country of Edelweiss 

From Nepal to Korea, 
Living My Dreams through 
Ajou University

“I Dream to swim in new cultures and languages, to bath in quality and prac�cal educa�on.” These were the 
thoughts I had and dreams I dreamed a year ago when I considered the possibility of studying in South Korea. The 
exci�ng allure of ter�ary educa�on encouraged me to leave my country Nepal for the first �me and fly far away 
to pursue my dreams at Ajou University.  My experience in coming to Korea and Ajou has been life changing with 
a new world of friends and experiences.  My story is one worth sharing, one of many to be told about our fine 
ins�tu�on.

With only unknown people, and no recognizable faces in the airplane, I some�mes felt afraid on my flight to Seoul.  
But each �me the beau�ful airhostess roamed up and down the aisle a�ending to each passenger’s seat I felt so 
relieved and more at ease. I laugh when I think about it now.  I was sleepless the en�re flight as the air condi�oner 
made me feel like I was freezing from outside in. On that long flight I had so many things going through both my 
heart and my mind, wondering how this experience would change my life.  I can’t explain the way my body felt as 
my blood ran both hot and cold. 

A¢er arriving in Incheon Interna�onal Airport my mind kept going blank, I could barely manage my own luggage. 
I was unsure if someone was coming to meet me, but was so pleased when I saw someone in the arrival hall 
waiving an Ajou University sign.  It was one of the happiest moments for me in Korea. Dami Kim, a member of 
NUBI Ajou and now my good friend was sent by the GSIS Office to meet me and escort me to Suwon.  As we rode 
the airport shu�le I observed this new land with amazement. The greenery around was so similar to what I knew 
in Nepal. Dami spoke with me the en�re journey and it was enjoyable.  We both shared many things and by the 
�me we arrived to Hotel castle it seemed as though only minutes had passed by. Dami dropped me off safely to 
my room in the Hwahong Hall residence promising me to meet me again. But very soon a¢er I began to feel so 
lonely and began crying like a baby. I smile when I think about it.

On our first day of classes I was so pleased to meet other Nepalese a�ending Ajou. I had ini�ally thought I would 
not meet any others because a¢er 3 days at the university I had not seen any others. I was concerned that there 
might not be anyone with whom I could share good �mes. I was so happy to meet the others.

It has now been two months since I arrived and Korea has turned out to be exactly the same world that I dreamed 
of before arriving. Greenery everywhere, well managed spaces, tasty and healthy foods, as well as expensive 
markets. From the end of the summer to the winter, the environment has been so pleasant, clean, and enjoyable. 
The educa�on has been top of the line and my classmates friendly and compe��ve.

As my first semester comes to a close, I am without any regrets.  Our professors, the administra�ve offices, and 
lovely Korean friends want to see us live our dreams and are willing to help us. With the courage they inspire we 
can all reach the world we imagined before arriving. 

By Pant Prasamsha 
(International Business, Nepal)

By Nargiza Kakelova
(International Trade, Kyrgyzstan) 
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of the Kyrgyz people, and a pearl in all Central Asia. It is an amazing place combining a powerful waterway
with the pris�ne beauty of wild nature, and supernatural healing powers. Issyk-Kul lies at an al�tude of 
just over 1,600 meters above sea level where it greatly reflects the sun. Its deep clear water stretches 180
kilometers east to west and 70 meters north to south. It is the second largest alpine lake in the world and
one of the deepest with a maximumum m dedeptpth h ofof 668080 m meteterers.s. O On n all sides the lake is surrounded by forbidding
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Pure mountain air, crystal-clear lakes, spring water, snow-capped mountains, nature reserves - all of this 
is Kyrgyzstan. Unique in its untouched beauty, different in every season, nature is the main wealth of the 
Kyrgyz Republic.  Kyrgyzstan is home to a popula�on of 5,536,000 people and is land locked bordered by 
China in the east, Kazakhstan in the North, Uzbekistan in the west, and Tajikistan in the South. Due to its  
high posi�on above sea level away from oceans or seas, Kyrgyzstan possesses a unique natural environ-
ment. The country houses hot deserts, coniferous and deciduous forests, grasslands, and swamps.  The 
temperature varies greatly where the desert can be blistering hot in summer, while in the winter select 
areas can reach nega�ve 40 degrees.  

However, the most a�rac�ve sites in the country are its Mountains.  Kyrgyzstan is considered a second 
Switzerland because of the similarity of its mountains to those of the Swiss Alps. In the late spring the 
flower “Edelweiss” blooms across the ranges.  The popular flower is a symbol of love and fidelity. Skiing is 
another a�rac�on that brings many tourists to the mountains,  where there are several first class ski 
resorts, hotels, and lodges to suit every taste.

Another natural a�rac�on of Kyrgyzstan is its series of beau�ful lakes.  The country has immense water 
resources, 28000 rivers and estuaries with an average length of 10 km. The most popular among tourists 
is Lake Issyk-Kul (the Pearl) which is located in the north-eastern part of the country. The river is the pride 
of the Kyrgyz people, and a pearl in all Central Asia. It is an amazing place combining a powerful waterway 
with the pris�ne beauty of wild nature, and supernatural healing powers. Issyk-Kul lies at an al�tude of 
just over 1,600 meters above sea level where it greatly reflects the sun. Its deep clear water stretches 180 
kilometers east to west and 70 meters north to south. It is the second largest alpine lake in the world and 
one of the deepest with a maximum depth of 680 meters. On all sides the lake is surrounded by forbidding 
mountain ranges, hiding it from the icy winds of the north and sultry winds of the southern desert. While 
being surrounded by snow-capped peaks, the lake water never freezes and warms up to 25 degrees in the 
summer. From ancient �mes the lake has been connected to many legends and fairy tales among the local 
people. 

Kyrgyzstan also abounds in historical monuments and archaeological sites including Tash-Rabat- the 
ancient burial ground of past rulers, Burana Tower, and many others.  The most popular however, is 
Sulaiman Mountain, a sacred place of pilgrimage for the Muslims of Kyrgyzstan a¢er Mecca and Medina.  
Many tourists also come to see the path of the ancient “Silk Road (Great Silk Way)” that passes through 
the country. Even today the ancient caravan routes s�ll remain as paths of trade.

Whether you wish to see the ancient Silk Road, make the pilgrimage to Sulaiman Mountain, seek the 
healing of Lake Issyk-Kul, go hiking in the mountains, ski across snow filled slopes, or trek through the 
dessert, Kyrgyzstan awaits you with welcoming arms.

Tourist Corner:  
“Kyrgyzstan” 
The Country of Edelweiss 

From Nepal to Korea, 
Living My Dreams through 
Ajou University

“I Dream to swim in new cultures and languages, to bath in quality and prac�cal educa�on.” These were the 
thoughts I had and dreams I dreamed a year ago when I considered the possibility of studying in South Korea. The 
exci�ng allure of ter�ary educa�on encouraged me to leave my country Nepal for the first �me and fly far away 
to pursue my dreams at Ajou University.  My experience in coming to Korea and Ajou has been life changing with 
a new world of friends and experiences.  My story is one worth sharing, one of many to be told about our fine 
ins�tu�on.

With only unknown people, and no recognizable faces in the airplane, I some�mes felt afraid on my flight to Seoul.  
But each �me the beau�ful airhostess roamed up and down the aisle a�ending to each passenger’s seat I felt so 
relieved and more at ease. I laugh when I think about it now.  I was sleepless the en�re flight as the air condi�oner 
made me feel like I was freezing from outside in. On that long flight I had so many things going through both my 
heart and my mind, wondering how this experience would change my life.  I can’t explain the way my body felt as 
my blood ran both hot and cold. 

A¢er arriving in Incheon Interna�onal Airport my mind kept going blank, I could barely manage my own luggage. 
I was unsure if someone was coming to meet me, but was so pleased when I saw someone in the arrival hall 
waiving an Ajou University sign.  It was one of the happiest moments for me in Korea. Dami Kim, a member of 
NUBI Ajou and now my good friend was sent by the GSIS Office to meet me and escort me to Suwon.  As we rode 
the airport shu�le I observed this new land with amazement. The greenery around was so similar to what I knew 
in Nepal. Dami spoke with me the en�re journey and it was enjoyable.  We both shared many things and by the 
�me we arrived to Hotel castle it seemed as though only minutes had passed by. Dami dropped me off safely to 
my room in the Hwahong Hall residence promising me to meet me again. But very soon a¢er I began to feel so 
lonely and began crying like a baby. I smile when I think about it.

On our first day of classes I was so pleased to meet other Nepalese a�ending Ajou. I had ini�ally thought I would 
not meet any others because a¢er 3 days at the university I had not seen any others. I was concerned that there 
might not be anyone with whom I could share good �mes. I was so happy to meet the others.

It has now been two months since I arrived and Korea has turned out to be exactly the same world that I dreamed 
of before arriving. Greenery everywhere, well managed spaces, tasty and healthy foods, as well as expensive 
markets. From the end of the summer to the winter, the environment has been so pleasant, clean, and enjoyable. 
The educa�on has been top of the line and my classmates friendly and compe��ve.

As my first semester comes to a close, I am without any regrets.  Our professors, the administra�ve offices, and 
lovely Korean friends want to see us live our dreams and are willing to help us. With the courage they inspire we 
can all reach the world we imagined before arriving. 

By Pant Prasamsha 
(International Business, Nepal)

By Nargiza Kakelova
(International Trade, Kyrgyzstan) 
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of the Kyrgyz people, and a pearl in all Central Asia. It is an amazing place combining a powerful waterway
with the pris�ne beauty of wild nature, and supernatural healing powers. Issyk-Kul lies at an al�tude of 
just over 1,600 meters above sea level where it greatly reflects the sun. Its deep clear water stretches 180
kilometers east to west and 70 meters north to south. It is the second largest alpine lake in the world and
one of the deepest with a maximumum m dedeptpth h ofof 668080 m meteterers.s. O On n all sides the lake is surrounded by forbidding
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Professional Interview:

Dr. Hyun-sik CHANG, Vice President of KOICA 
(Korea International Cooperation Agency)
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InterviewInterview

The GSIS Gaze�e staff was privileged to be able to sit down with the second highest ranking official in 
South Korea’s primary interna�onal development agency to discuss the impact of the Global Financial 
Crisis on the Millennium Development Goals. Dr. Chang shared his thoughts with great insight, as well as 
discussing many other colorful details of his own experience in interna�onal development coopera�on.

Q.1. Good day Professor, we are so pleased to have the opportunity to speak with you regarding such 
an important topic in the world today. Could you take a few moments to introduce yourself to our 
readers.
A- Thank you so much for invi�ng me. I am very happy for the opportunity to share my ideas with the Ajou 
community.  My name is Dr. Hyun-sik CHANG and I am the Vice President of KOICA (Korea Interna�onal 
Coopera�on Agency). I recived my Ph. D. in Poli�cal Science at Pennsylvania State University in 1991 a�er 
which I joined KOICA as a senior research fellow. Since that �me I have served many posts in KOICA includ-
ing Chief Representa�ve of the KOICA Office in China and currently Vice President.  I also had the opportu-
nity to work with the OECD as a visi�ng fellow in 1997 and 1998.

Q.2. Thank you so much for the brief introduc�on.  You have worked at KOICA for many years now, can 
you please describe for our readers what KOICA is and what the agency does? What kinds of ac�vi�es 
is it presently involved in?
A- KOICA was established on April 1, 1991 as the sole government agency responsible for Korea’s grant aid 
and technical coopera�on programs performed by different ministries causing uncoordinated execu�on. 
KOICA’s programs can be broadly classified as human resource coopera�on programs, development 
coopera�on programs, and non-governmental organiza�on (NGOs) support program.

Q.3. As the vice president of KOICA, what are your du�es and responsibili�es? 
A- I am in charge of KOICA's ODA policy, the budget, staff management, and publicity. 

Q.4. KOICA as the foreign aid agency of Korea carries out a number of programs in developing 
countries.  What is your opinion about the impact of your programs?
A- KOICA has made great efforts to facilitate economic development and to reduce poverty in developing 
countries by sharing our development experiences and by providing the technical assistance which has 
become an effec�ve method for upgrading human and ins�tu�onal capacity. As far as the impact of our 
programs is concerned, many evalua�on reports demonstrated clearly that the programs and projects 
which have been implemented by KOICA have been effec�ve vis-a-vis cost effec�veness..

Q.5. KOICA has recently organized an interna�onal ODA conference in Seoul in alliance with the ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. What was the conference all about?
A- Commemora�ng the first year of the Busan Forum, the purpose of the conference was to examine the 
progress made since the Busan mee�ng and explored the basis for furthering an emerging Global Partnership and 
the possible structure of a post-2015 interna�onal development coopera�on architecture. The speakers provided 
many useful insights and expecta�ons for the newly emerging development coopera�on architecture. At the 
same �me, they have also discussed how to implement a Global Partnership at the country level in order to 
commit to achieving the MDGs and improving development coopera�on effec�vely. 

Q.6. As an OECD member country, in terms of the global economic crisis affec�ng the world, what do you have 
to say about the future of ODA of Korea to developing countries?
A- Regarding the future of Korea's ODA, I am very op�mis�c due to Korea's strong commitments to increasing 
ODA volume and upgrading aid effec�veness.

Q.7. Korea as a young OECD member country has commi�ed to mee�ng Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). Are you sa�sfied with the contribu�ons made by your agency in achieving MDGs?
A- KOICA is working very hard to achieve the MDGs. For this, KOICA has recently made great reforms to make its 
ODA more effec�ve. Let me enlighten you on the recent efforts made by KOICA to strengthen its ODA effec�ve-
ness based on the Paris Declara�on.

Firstly, as a step to strengthen ownership of developing partners, it is very important to enhance their policy and 
ins�tu�onal capacity. For this, KOICA will increase its technical training programs by invi�ng the public officials in 
Korea to share our experience in the area of management of public finance & procurement. 
Secondly, we will strengthen the policy alignment by establishing project plans based on the priori�es of partner 
countries. We also overhauled the aid implementa�on system by streamlining aid-related accoun�ng and 
procurement procedures and align them with the prac�ces of partner countries. We also will revise our procure-
ment regula�on in order to increase un�ed aid.

In the field of policy harmoniza�on, KOICA will focuses on sectors with compara�ve advantages and strengthen 
aid coordina�on. We already iden�fied 8 sectors in which Korea has compara�ve advantages by evalua�ng 
sectoral projects, adop�ng strategies to focus on, and selec�ng such sectors for aid ac�vi�es.
In the course of managing for results, we will enhance the par�cipa�on of stake-holders by building a result-based 
management system emphasizing the role of monitoring and evalua�on. KOICA also now publishes evalua�on 
reports, to the public through our web pages so that our tax payers clearly know what we have done. 

Q.8. There are only 3 more years remaining un�l the Millennium Development Goals deadline. Do you think 
the goals will be achieved? What is your assump�on regarding the post-2015 state of interna�onal donor-ship 
among OECD countries?
A- I am doub£ul that the MDGs will be achieved by 2015. This is the reason that the post- 2015 MDGs framework 
is being seriously discussed in the interna�onal arena. 

Q.9. Is there any special message you would like to send to the KOICA students in Ajou University’s GSIS?
A- I know that KOICA students in the GSIS programs study very hard and are willing to contribute the knowledge 
they get from this school to their country's development. This is the raison d'etre of this program and I will 
con�nue to support this program strongly.



Professional Interview:

Dr. Hyun-sik CHANG, Vice President of KOICA 
(Korea International Cooperation Agency)

1514

In
te
rvie
w
    h
ttp
://g
sis.a
jo
u
.a
c
.k
r

In
te
rvie
w
    h
ttp
://g
sis.a
jo
u
.a
c
.k
r

InterviewInterview
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In reading a recent ar�cle by well known climate change scep�c Byorn Lomborg ‘Environmentalist Alarm-
ism: then and now’ Foreign Affairs (July/August 2012) 1 I was struck by a strong sense of Euro nostalgia by 
the writer. Lomborg argued that the Limits of Growth (LOG) thesis of the 1970s was not only wrong, but 
misguided. Lomborg argued that the previous apocalyp�c fears of natural resource scarcity, unsustain-
able popula�on growth, fissures in industrial/agricultural produc�on and dire pollu�on take us away from 
the more pressing macro ma�ers such as economic growth and poverty eradica�on. This, he argues, 
along with the market and human ingenuity, would be a solu�on to any environmental concerns.

One cri�cism o�en raised by these skep�cs of LOG is that the concern with natural resource deple�on was 
wrong because supplies have in fact increased due to market incen�ves and new extrac�ve technologies. 
As is well known from your classes, writers such as Paul Collier actually talk of issues of natural resource 
curse. Cri�cs say that LOG was simply a Western knee jerk response to the policies of OPEC at the �me, 
thus implying that oil supply cuts and concomitant price rises were just a poli�cal strategy to hold the 
West to ransom over its support for Israel rather than a fundamental global catastrophe. But surely LOG 
was also a wake-up call as to what could and might happen if there was to be serious natural resource 
deple�on in the future? Lomborg is right to cri�cize the unrealis�c ‘stop economic growth and save the 
environment now’ as a form of a premodern roman�c nostalgia. The problem is that Lomborg merely 
reinforces this restric�ve debate and is caught in the nostalgia game himself.

Lomborg rightly men�ons the rise of China as an example of how countries have benefi�ed from 
economic growth but ignores the export dependency and dire pollu�on which spreads across neighboring 
countries. Neoliberal economic development has not constructed health and social safety nets. Indeed in 
Confucian socie�es the result of the jus�fica�on for economic development ‘at all costs’ is that it is family 
responsibility rather than state obliga�on contract that cares for the old and sick. This is par�cularly ironic 
in Asian states promo�ng state paternalism. Indeed as Moyo notes, low tax rates legi�mate a kind of 
reverse Boston Tea Party,  of ‘no tax, no representa�on’ which jus�fies overt and covert authoritarianism 
from East Asia to Africa.

The Affluent Nostalgia
of a Green Euro-Sceptic

China has driven millions out of poverty through its remarkable economic development. However, the exagger-
ated influence of LOG on China is undoubtedly key to Lomborg’s strategic use of LOG in order to discredit other 
points about climate change. He argues that increasing educa�on for women, reducing poverty and ensuring 
economic growth makes for be�er outcomes. Even if we agree with the view that economic development gives 
the best outcome, Lomborg, along with LOG, also misses the phenomenon of natural resource curse which is 
o�en more of an impediment to economic development and poverty eradica�on for many states.

Lomborg’s points are I suggest sen�mentally eurocentric in priori�zing economic development. There is no 
men�on of how sustainable and green growth ini�a�ves from non-Euro countries have already broken the false 
choices between economic development, poverty and greenism. For these countries economic growth does not 
necessarily eradicate poverty or lead to green solu�ons or a green consciousness as if by some magic wand. 

Limits of growth ‘seemed’ to show that even if popula�on and pollu�on can be controlled, the worlds resources 
would be exhausted and the only hope was to stop economic growth and to cut back on the consump�on of 
material goods. Lomborg’s use of sta�s�cs such as how many people die from domes�c pollu�on due to poverty 
(2 million) and comparisons with those who die from industrial pollutant externali�es (650,000) is a u�litarian 
moral argument at its very worse. However, Lomborg writes that the amount of resources that can ul�mately be 
generated with the help of human ingenuity is far beyond what human consump�on requires. .

There are those who s�ll argue that LOG was ‘silenced’ for vested economic interests and yet Lomborg fails to 
men�on this, presumably as he needs to show how influen�al the book was so as to be able to selec�vely use the 
book to discredit the whole climate change agenda.

Lomborg is an important cri�c of the green movement, its inconsistencies and its moral high ground. The environ-
mental debate is surely about ques�ons such as can we take the risk to con�nue at present rates, we might be 
right, we might be wrong. This leads to ques�ons such as, who are ‘the people’, or who are the ‘we’ and what are 
our inter-genera�onal obliga�ons to future genera�ons? Lomborg’s argument is rooted in the old ‘trickle down’ 
economism of the 1970s. The perpetual round of needing evidence for this and for that, in my view, indicates this 
constant desire for certainty and reassurance. The debate itself seems to provide a reassurance, albeit deferred. 
However, for the majority of the world, this reassurance is itself pure Westernised and greenist nostalgia.

1 http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/137681/bjorn-lomborg/envir onmental-alarmism-then-and-now

By Dr Iain Watson 
(Assistant Professor, Ajou University, Graduate School of International Studies)
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moral argument at its very worse. However, Lomborg writes that the amount of resources that can ul�mately be 
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There are those who s�ll argue that LOG was ‘silenced’ for vested economic interests and yet Lomborg fails to 
men�on this, presumably as he needs to show how influen�al the book was so as to be able to selec�vely use the 
book to discredit the whole climate change agenda.
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A JOKE ABOUT A WOMAN AND HER CHILD

A woman gets on a bus with her baby. The bus driver says: 
"Ugh, that's the ugliest baby I've ever seen!" The woman walks 
to the rear of the bus and sits down, fuming. She says to a man 
next to her: "The driver just insulted me!" The man says: "You 
go up there and tell him off. Go on, I'll hold your monkey for 
you."

By Azenga FestusA  JOKE ABOUT MICE

Two blonde roommates go to the pets shop and come home 
with pet mice.
Upon deba�ng how to tell them apart one blonde suggests they 
cut off the tail of one of the mice. It seems like a great idea so 
they go ahead. 
That night the mice are talking and one says to the other "wow, 
that’s cool you don't have a tail." "I know!" "I wish I didn’t have 

a tail." "Well you can, just chew yours off." So the mouse does. 

The next day the blondes check on the mice and find neither of them have tails. So they 
decide to cut off the le� front paw of one of the mice.
That night a similar conversa�on takes place between the mice and in the morning the 
blondes find both of the mice three-legged with no tails.
This con�nues un�l one morning neither of the mice have any legs or tails.
"This is ge�ng ridiculous!" one of the blondes finally exclaims, 
"I'll tell you what, you take the black one and I'll take the white one."

From le� to right: 
Eunji Lee, Shinae Woo, Hyukpyo Kwon, Jay ick Lim, 
Jeong-Young Choi, Hyun-Seon Oh, Sunhwan Ryu
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